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You have been seeing a lot of exciting news about
what's happening at the Fuchsberg Jerusalem
Center — our “Jewish address” in Israel — where
we can study at the yeshiva, live in the residence
hall, daven at the Masorti shul, and attend lectures
and concerts. Last winter, our region announced a
goal to raise $250,000 during the next 12 months
to help finish the Fuchsberg campus.

In this newsletter, we are officially kicking off our
campaign. Other regions have followed our lead;
now we need to start raising funds. Please join us
and make it happen.

Stateside, on December 4, 2005, | will head the
Seaboard delegation to the USCJ Biennial Con-
vention at the Park Plaza Hotel in Boston. Our
goal is to have at least one delegate from every
synagogue.

The convention® special multiday programs and
top-notch speakers help synagogue leaders learn
more about our movement; address membership,
financial, programming, and religious issues in
how-to workshops; and have a great time with old
and new friends.

You can register for the full, 5-day convention
(Dec. 4-8) or fewer days, if that fits your schedule.
The region has special subsidies for new presi-
dents and first-time attendees. See our Web site
for full Convention details, and contact Regional
Executive Director Mark Waldman at 301 230
0801 ext. 1 to apply for a subsidy.
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As part of USCJ's efforts to increase our public
policy and social action presence, we recently
held our first joint USCJ and Rabbinical Assem-
bly Advocacy Program in Washington D.C. For
two days, 100 rabbis and members of Conser-
vative congregations across the United States
met with Bush Administration officials and lob-
bied members of Congress on important issues
to Conservative Jews. Our delegation included
all the USY international officers. Steven Novick,
international USY communications vice presi-
dent and member of Beth Emeth in Herndon,
Virginia, was part of the delegation. Below is an
edited version of a d’'var Torah he gave at his
synagogue about the program.

On June 6-7, | attended the USCJ/Rabbinical
Assembly joint political advocacy days in Wash-
ington, D.C., as a member of the USY interna-
tional board.

We met with administration officials, including an
official from the Office of Faith-Based and Com-
munity Initiatives and the Deputy National Secu-
rity Advisor. While every administration official
we heard was interesting, these were the two
people who spoke about issues most vital to our

group.

Continued on page 8
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More than 600 congregants (including some of
his 1,500 b’nai mitzvah students) celebrated
Cantor Gerson Levin's 39 years of service to
Shaare Tefila. In one of the most loving events
ever held at Shaare Tefila, the congregation
honored Cantor Levin not only for enriching con-
gregants’ lives, educating their children, making
simchas more joyous, and helping congregants
grieve and mourn and recover, but also for what
he as meant to congregants individually, as
families, and as a congregation.
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The entire congregation enjoyed a weekend of
festivities celebrating Rabbi Glazer’s ten years
with the congregation. From Shabbat dinner
Friday night to dunk-the-rabbi at a picnic on
the grounds on Sunday, congregants shared
personal reminiscences about the rabbi’s first
ten years with Beth Emeth.

!! n
# $ %

Mazal tov to Rabbi Bass on the birth of her son,
Benjamin Caleb Bass.

Cantor Saltzman recently retired after serving 24 years
as hazzan of Adas |srael. Now Cantor Emeritus of the
congregation, Cantor Saltzman will be filling the Adas
Israel Chair in Jewish Music for the next three years
while composing Jewish music and completing rabbini-
cal school

Renowed artist Avrum Ashery presents a de-
sign he was commissioned to create in honor
of Cantor Gershon E. Levin (center). On the
cantor’s right is Rita Rubinstein, and on his left
Betsy Wolk, co-chairs of the Gala retirement
Concert held in his honor

Cantor Saltzman of Adas Israel receiving a
plague from Steve Lachter, past men'’s club
president and Alan Sorcher, men’s club co-




Shira Kaplan, Regional Youth Director

A special Mazel Tov to our new USY Regional Board: President David Goldstein, (Beth Israel, Owings
Mills), Executive/lsrael Affairs Vice President, Sam Korman (Beth lIsrael, Owings Mills), Religion/
Education Vice President, Abby Kerbel (B@ai Israel, Rockville), Social Action/Tikun Olam Vice Presi-
dent, Rebecca Gillette (Chizuk Amuno, Reisterstown), Membership/Kadima Vice President, Paige
Mausner (Har Shalom, Potomac) and Communications Vice President, Zach Greenberg (Chizuk
Amuno, Reisterstown). All six new officers are excited for the year ahead!

More than 50 Seaboard USYers had the summer of their lives on USY Summer Programs including
USY on Wheels, Israel Pilgrimage, Summer in the City and Outdoor Adventure. All of these USYers re-
ceived special care packages during the summer from Seaboard Region, wishing them a wonderful ex-
perience and a summer of unforgettable memories with USY.

Six USY on Wheels buses came through Seaboard Region to sightsee in Baltimore, Washington, D.C.,
and Norfolk. Some of our congregations graciously hosted a USY on Wheels buses by opening up their
homes and synagogues to welcome these traveling USYers from across the country and Canada. A
special thank you to B@ai Israel, B@ai Shalom of Olney, Kehilat Shalom, Beth Israel Owings Mills, B@ai
Tzedek, Har Shalom and Rodef Sholom for their warm hospitality!

USY Encampment/Kamp Kadima was held August 22-28 at Capital Camps for rising 6™-12" graders.
The theme was "Seaboard & the Chocolate Factory" and included a visit to the Hershey Chocolate Fac-
tory and a day of fun in Hershey Park. Other highlights included a full day Maccabiah (color war) with
sports and wacky relays, ropes/challenge course activities, talent show, a special "Make Your Own
Sweet World" Mitzvah Fair, sports, arts and crafts, song sessions, bonfire and s@ores and a beautiful
Shabbat experience.

Seaboard USY and Kadima are looking forward to an exciting upcoming year. For the schedule of activi-
ties and more information, visit www.seaboardusy.org.

Seaboard USYers on USY on Wheels 2005-2006 Seaboard USY Regional Board




Honorable Mention

Adult Education, Beth El Congregation, Baltimore, MD
Libraries, Adas Israel Congregation, Washington, DC
Social Action, Tifereth Israel Congregation, Washington, DC
Worship and Ritual, Kol Shalom, North Bethesda, MD

Silver Award
Adult Education, B’nai Israel Congregation, Rockville, MD
Bulletins, Adas Israel Congregation, Washington, DC
Celebrations and Dedications, Beth El Congregation, Baltimore, MD
Celebrations and Dedications, Congregation Har Shalom, Potomac, MD
Fundraising, Adas Israel Congregation, Washington, DC
Libraries, Congregation Har Shalom, Potomac, MD

Social Action, Adas Israel Congregation, Washington, DC

Worship and Ritual, Beth EI of Montgomery County, Bethesda, MD
Worship and Ritual, Congregation Har Shalom Potomac, MD

Gold Award
Access and Concern for the Disabled, Congregation Har Shalom, Potomac, MD
Adult Education, Congregation Har Shalom, Potomac, MD
Elementary Education, Kol Shalom, North Bethesda, MD
Family Education, Adas Israel Congregation, Washington, DC
Kadima and USY, Kehilat Shalom, Gaithersburg, MD
Keruv, Tifereth Israel Congregation, Washington, DC
Membership, Kol Shalom, North Bethesda, MD
Worship and Ritual, Beth David Congregation, Greensboro, NC
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Register for the Zionist election. Visit MERCAZ
USA'’s Web site at www.mercazusa.org. Click
the “register” button to begin the process. When
you receive your ballot about November 15™,
vote the MERCAZ USA slate.

Your vote can assure that the Conservative
Movement receives its fair share of the Jewish
Agency’s $300 million budget. Your vote can
support Conservative/Masorti synagogues,
camps, and Youth Movement in Israel. Finally,
your vote supports more synagogue teen trips to
Israel.

Stephen Steckler

MERCAZ USA Vice President
202-418-0865 (W) 301-774-7234 (H)
301-774-0719 (FAX)
stephensteckler@fjmc.org
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NAASE and USCJ’s Project Reconnect—which
attempts to connect formerly active youth and
now unaffiliated alumni with each other and with
the Conservative Movement—have joined to cre-
ate “Come Home for the Holidays,” where partici-
pating congregations will offer High Holy Days
seats to former USYers, Conservative college
students, and other young adults away from
home for the holidays.

This program welcomes the many alumni of
USY, Atid, Koach,, Nativ, and the Conservative
Yeshiva who are not yet affiliated with a Conser-
vative congregations to High Holidays on a com-
plimentary basis. Hopefully, this will lead to new
members for the synagogue in the year ahead.

Project Reconnect will be publicizing this pro-
gram through the various communication re-
sources of USCJ.







Special fundraising events run the gamut when it comes to small community synagogues: dinners honor-
ing volunteers, galas, concerts, auctions—silent and loud. Congregations in smaller communities often
have the challenge of raising non-dues funds just to make ends meet—to take care of the basics and cre-

ate a sense of community.

Beth El Congregation in Durham is a 100-year old Conservative congregation with about 300 families—
an interesting mix of academics, physicians, some entrepreneurs, a few long-time members and many

newcomers—young people looking to create a sense of community.

At a social gathering just a few years ago, shul president, Abby Zarkin, heard about progressive dinner
parties as a nonthreatening way to make a donation, party with neighbors and congregational friends, and
build the community by offering a little something for everyone. The concept morphed from dinner parties
to home parties—Shabbat dinners and a host of other home-based events that capitalized on community

creativity and appealed to every member.

We chose a theme—"Guess Who's Coming to Dinner"—and sent a clever evite to every member of Beth
El. The evite set the tone for the events. We hosted more than 15 events all over Durham and Chapel
Hill: a mad hatter tea party for kids, a tapas dinner party (kosher, of course), poker night, a teen pool
party, afternoon tea, and a scotch-tasting introduced with a d’rash about the history of scotch by a knowl-

edgeable congregant.

Each party was independent, limited only by the hosts’ creativity. The hosts invited friends, listed their
special gathering on a Fundraising Party Web site, and set the contribution level. Synagogue administra-
tor, Laura Quigley, kept a central calendar, tried to iron out conflicts, and updated the Web site and de-

scribed the events in the congregation’s e-mail newsletter.

All the events were successful. We hoped to raise $6—8,000; we have raised almost $7,000, and the
money is still coming in. One of the teen parties, a breakfast ‘til midnight, included a mitzvah component:

participants also brought canned goods for the local food pantry in Durham.

The whole idea was so easy, because it gave people an excuse to have a party and raise funds for the

shul, while building the community and encouraging inclusivity.

Home party fundraisers can be adapted to congregations of any size. Just let your creativity soar. The

formula certainly worked for Beth EI.

Success comes easy when you start at home.




Scotch tasting, sponsored by the Beth El Execu-
tive Committee was one of the events of our
"Guess Who® Coming to Dinner " Annual Fund-
raiser. "The 32 attendees shared conviviality,
hors d®euvres, and 9 different Scotches."

The Mad Hatter and Mary Poppins threw a tea
party that was very family friendly. Activities for
the kids included a bounce house and materials
to decorate their own tea cups. The children
also collected canned goods at the party and do-
nated them to a local food bank.




Camp Quotes

{1f HAZAK  had been created only for this won-

i derful Jewish camping experience, Dayenu: it :
i would have been enough. Quoted by Bob Steinhart
i at Camp Kislak

The best experiencein the last 20 years!

The stay was a complete surprise to me— | never
i thought I would enjoy five days so much.

Super excellent program | would encourage every-
i one to experience thisinteresting and enjoyable
 program.

Camp Kislak in the Poconos welcomed 86
HAZAKnNiks-46 from Seaboard, 26 from New Jer-
sey, and a dozen from Florida-in the first-ever tri-
region event!

The group enjoyed amazing speakers, including
USCJ® Rabbi Moshe Edelman; Sheldon
Horowitz, who spoke on World War Il war crime
trials; Gloria Goldreich, who spoke on women in
Jewish literature; and Holly DiCaprio, who gave
us the inside scoop on Ella, Frank, and other mu-

Sheldon (Horowitz) brought to light so many de- sical greats.

i tails of the Dreyfustrail that | felt | was there.

Gloria (Goldreich’s) lectures were very interest-
{ ing— her memory for anything that she’s ever read

We danced, sang, tasted wine, luxuriated in the
spa, and created great arts and crafts.
We had an AMAZING time.

i is awesome!

HAZAKniks learn some new dance moves

“Bentching after a delicious meal in the dining hall”

Continued from Page 1

Elliot Abrams, the Deputy National Security Advisor (who also is an active member of Olam Tikvah) also
spoke to us about Israel’s situation and the Gaza disengagement plan.

At dinner at the Historic 6™ and | Synagogue, we heard from Michael Chertoff, the Secretary of the De-
partment of Homeland Security, whose father and grandfather were Conservative rabbis and who grew
up as an active member of USY. After dinner, we attended an interfaith service at the National Cathedral
to raise awareness about international hunger.

On Tuesday, we spent the day visiting representatives, including Eric Cantor, the Deputy Majority Whip
and only Jewish Republican in the House. We also met with the Israeli Ambassador to the United States,
Daniel Ayalon, who addressed us and answered our questions about Israeli security, the Gaza disen-
gagement, and Iran and its nuclear potential.

| think the program could be improved by meeting with more representatives from both sides of the aisle
and some non-Jewish representatives. | thought it was a great two days. This is how democracy works,
and even though each one of us is just a small fish in a big pond, every one of us is important to the sys-
tem. | am definitely going to try to attend again next year.
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A Spa Retreat for the Jewish
Professional’s Mind and Soul
NAASE Week of Study at JTS 2005
Deborah Finkelstein,

Executive Director
Kol Shalom, North Bethesda

Lilmod U@ilamed
Not So New Directors Institute

Josh Bender Beth Am of Baltimore,
Iren Fertel Beth Emeth in Herndon,
Scott Littky of Agudas Achim in Alexandria

A spa retreat experience can re-energize, refresh
and renew, but for 30 executive directors from
the Conservative Movement, it also required ef-
fort, focus, and dedication. The NAASE Week of
Study at JTS was a unique time to bask in the
mental aura of JTS scholars; participate, not su-
pervise; have our needs met, not only see to the
need of others. The payoff is an executive direc-
tor whose soul feels massaged and whose mind
feels quenched.

While one week of intense study does not a
scholar make, now | won'’t feel intimidated when |
have this opportunity again. Challenging but
also reachable, inspirational but also practical,
serious but also entertaining—these are the
characteristics that triggered a newfound confi-
dence in myself as the week progressed.

| wanted to attend to fulfill a goal for the upcom-
ing year—to expand my Jewish experiences. |
assumed that once | attended the Week of
Study, | would be able to check that off of my
goal-list. Now | know that it simply and surpris-
ingly sparked a wealth of new possibilities to
grow Jewishly. And for that | am not only grate-
ful, but also blessed.

I'm sure that the pages of copious notes | took,
the connections | made to my colleagues, and
the gift of time to get in touch with my Jewish
soul and mind will make me a better executive
director.

Three education directors from Seaboard Re-
gion — Josh Bender from Beth Am of Baltimore,
Iren Fertel from Beth Emeth in Herndon, and
Scott Littky of Agudas Achim in Alexandria —
participated in the first annual Lilmod U'Lilam-
edNot-So-New Education Directors’ Institute in
New York, sponsored by USCJ.

“Sometimes we laughed and times we could see
the intensity on our colleagues’ faces as we ex-
plored the intricacies and challenges of our
schools,” said Bender. The educators reflected
on and investigated pieces of student work —
including writing, art, and other work — as a
lens into the way students learn and how
schools function to meet students’ Judaic
needs.

Rabbi Stuart Seltzer engaged the educators in
text study, reminded them of many angles to
teach a particular text, and shared interesting
methods of teaching.

Littky noted that the institute included unex-
pected, “interesting philosophical discussions
about the many approaches education directors”
use in their multifaceted jobs.

Guided by Serene Victor, USCJ consultant, the
29 participants discovered a variety of ways to
make observations by asking probing questions,
without jumping to conclusions. “Serene brings
a reflective approach to a principal’s job,” said
Fertel, who said the experience of learning with
29 Conservative Jewish educators from around
the country was “very invigorating.” Bender
added that “the most important lesson we
learned was the importance of reflective practice
in everything we do. We also learned that re-
flecting is not a solo practice, but one we do with
our faculty, our community, and, as Lilmod U’
Lilamed showed us, with our colleagues.”

All three educators expressed appreciation to
Serene and Stuart for their dedication and edu-
cational leadership and to the region for helping
underwrite part of the cost of attending the insti-
tute




Rabbi Stuart Weinblatt
B’nai Tzedek
Potomac, MD

Srengthening the Middle

As Conservative Jews, we are often in a difficult
position, precisely because ours is seen as a mid-
dle position. Indeed, it is a challenge to be
“passionate about the center.” Yet, this is pre-
cisely how we should feel.

Our Movement is consistent with the ancient
struggle in Judaism expressed by our rabbis and
reflected in our sacred texts and teachings—to
blend and amalgamate tradition and modernity.
Conservative Judaism offers us the opportunity to
live lives as committed Jews while recognizing
and seeking to harmonize our lives with the ad-
vances of science and scholarship.

We should be no less vigilant in our observance
and commitment to Shabbat, kashrut, worship,
and community than the members of any other
denomination. One of the strengths of what we
have to offer is the opportunity to emphasize the
importance of ritual and Jewish observance, while
emphasizing the importance of ethical actions and
conducting ourselves in a manner consistent with
Jewish teachings. We should strive to bring both
dimensions of our tradition into our lives.

We do this by our personal, individual obser-
vances within the context of our home and family
life, as well as the conduct of our interpersonal
relationships, both business and personal. We
also solidify and perpetuate these principles by
strengthening our synagogues and by actively
participating in all that our congregations have to
offer.

May we dedicate ourselves in the coming year to
fulfilling our mission as Jews—to be a holy people.

Cantor Ira Greenstein
Beth Am
Baltimore, MD

Promised Nation, Promised Land,
or Both?

A traditional Jew, praying every morning, de-
votes the beginning of the service to getting in
the mood ... through reciting psalms, blessings,
and various quotations. As we near the peak of
this emotional build-up, we include a section
from Nehemiah (9:8) recalling the covenant the
Lord made with Abram to give him “the lands of
the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Periz-
zite, the Jebusite, and the Girgashite.” Through-
out the Torah, we are told of the “land” we will
be given, and this continues to be part of our
heritage.

Reflecting on the Children of Israel's journey to
the Promised Land, only to be dispersed by vari-
ous conquering nations in the centuries that fol-
lowed, one cannot help but wonder what we
would be as a nation if we were defined only by
our territory. We might be as extinct as the Phil-
istines or the Moabites or the Phoenicians. By
evolving into a non-territorially-bound nation af-
ter the destruction of the Temples, we ensured
our own survival.

Even if descendants of the Philistines exist to-
day, they are not a “people” in a unified, ho-
mogenous sense. Over the centuries, many na-
tions have struggled to reconcile nationality and
territory, with mixed success. It seems to me
that our “nation” was an early adopter of the
concept of a non-territorial people — even as we
struggle to maintain the geography of the mod-
ern lIsraeli state — and that this has given us
strength and durability. It is a model that politi-
cal and religious communities today, for both
better and worse, use with varying degrees of
success. And we see in our own generation that
sometimes, at least in the near term, it is a
model that can work.
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Michael Neulander
Rodef Shalom, Hampton
mneulander@cox.net

Twenty-five men from 12 men’s clubs in Seaboard
Region joined members from more than 100 clubs
in North America to celebrate the 77" anniversary
of the FIMC at the biennial convention in Fort
Lauderdale in July.

Highlights for the region included the installation of
Mike Neulander, Rodef Sholom Temple, Hampton,
as Seaboard Region President, and the rest of the
board for the 2005-2007 term; the presentation of
the Maasim Tovim award to Allan Kahan, of Ohr
Kodesh, for his meritorious and long-standing con-
tributions to FIMC, his shul, and his community;
and the induction of Danny Stern, Beth Israel, Ow-
ing Mills, as our newest International FIMC Past
President. Yasher Koach, Danny, for a job well
done during the past two years.

The Seaboard Region also garnered a number of
Torch Awards for outstanding programs:

Congregation Shaare Tikvah, Bowie, Maryland,
won the First Place Torch Award for best all-around
programming and an achievement award for its
Youth Programming.

Congregation B’nai Tzedek won Second Place for
Best Holocaust Program and Third Place for “Best
Program Series for Networking Breakfasts.”

B’nai Israel Brotherhood received an Award of Ex-
cellence for its “Afternoon with Abba” program and
“Shabbat at the Hebrew Home.”

Congregation Beth El of Montgomery County won
Third Place for Best Adult program, “Perspectives
in Dialogue,” and Award of Excellence for the
“World Wide Wrap international twinning pro-
grams.”

Every attendee received “Work And Worth,” a new
program book in the “Hearing Men’s Voices” series
to take back and use in their clubs.

Ziza Pallia, President

Here are the highlights of the Branch calendar for
the first half of the year. | hope you will make
plans to join us.

In July, | hosted a very successful President-to-
Presidents meeting at my home. We enjoyed get-
ting to know each other and encouraging Sister-
hood Presidents to share ideas and concerns. |
have two other sessions scheduled on September
18 and September 22, 2005, and | hope these will
be as successful as the July meeting.

Women’'s League will hold a Leadership Training
Institute in Toronto, Canada, from September 11
to September 13. These institutes are an essential
component of Women’s League’s effort to build a
strong foundation of leadership across the conti-
nent. Each institute is a gateway to enhance lead-
ership skills, increase your level of Jewish learn-
ing, and network with other Jewish women.

On Sunday, November 13, 2005, we will hold a
Torah Fund Special Gift tea at the home of
Brenda Mandel and Louis Frock, at 2:00 p.m., in
Baltimore for donors at the Guardian Level ($300)
and above and our Torah Fund chairs.

We look forward to hearing from Marilyn Wind
about the Women’s League Mission to Amster-
dam and lIsrael, October 30 to November 11,
2005.

We will close 2005 with an Education Day Semi-
nar in New York, “Women In Law, Women In Ha-
lakhah"— a Symposium.

| urge you to take advantage of Women's
League’s “TIES"— “Training in Every Sisterhood”
program. We can program these no-cost training
sessions to suit the needs of your sisterhoods to
help your sisterhood grow and prosper. Women'’s
League encourages sisterhoods to have a training
seminar at least every other year.

| hope you had a great summer, and | wish you all
a very happy, sweet, and healthy holiday season.
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Baltimore Hebrew University
and
USCJ/HAZAK
Presents

PAPER

CLIPS

Documentary Film and

Panel Discussion
Sunday, September 11, 2005
2 p.m.
Charles Theater,
1711 N. Charles Street, Baltimore

Parking is available across from theatre
$8 general admission;
$5 for students

For tickets call 410 578 6905

Seaboard Region

United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
121 Congressional Lane, Suite 210
Rockville, MD 20852
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