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         The United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism Pacific Northwest Region is pleased to announce that 
Morey Schapira is the new USCJ Regional Executive Director for both the Northern California and Pacific 
Northwest regions.  Morey officially starts his position on July 1, 2009.  Mr. Schapira is replacing Jay Weiner 
who has become the Regional Executive Director for the USCJ Mid-Continent region. 
     
 Morey comes to our regions with a wealth of experience as both an upper level business professional 
and a strong lay leader in our Jewish community.  Morey is originally from Chicago and  attended a traditional 
mid-west synagogue.  In high school he attended  a four day a week Hebrew High program as well as attending 
Spertus College of Jewish Studies.    As an undergraduate at Case Western Reserve University he headed up 
Hillel and the UJA campaign.  He later moved to Boston and became a research scientist and obtained his 
M.B.A. from Harvard University.  While in Boston he worked with the Boston University graduate students at 
Hillel. He also was president of the New England chapter of the Student Struggle for Soviet Jewry.    
 
 In his work in the Soviet Jewry movement, Morey was both a local and national president.  He worked 
with the local groups around the country which provided him the opportunity to speak in various Jewish 
communities including Seattle and Vancouver.  He spoke to synagogues, did press interviews, and briefed 
United States Congressmen, Senators and members of the Cabinet on Soviet Jewry. 
 
   Morey and his wife Barbara moved to the West coast and joined Kol Emeth in Palo Alto, California.   
All three of their children celebrated their B'nai Mitzvahs and participated in USY at Kol Emeth and they 
attended the South Peninsula Hebrew Day School. 
 
 At Kol Emeth Morey served on its Board of Directors before focusing on other volunteer work in the 
Jewish Community.   Morey is a past Vice President of the South Peninsula Hebrew Day School.  Years after 
his children graduated, Morey, at the request of the school, returned as President to help stabilize the school by 
encouraging and building solid relationships between the parents, the Board, and the Head Master.  Morey 
ensured the school's future by instituting the school’s first endowment and personally raising $250,000 to kick 
off the endowment.  The school has since received national accreditation.     
 
 Over the last 7-8 years Morey has been an active supporter of Jewish students on the local San Francisco 
Bay area campuses.  He notes that the campuses are hostile environments for anyone supporting Israel.  Morey 
and others sit and meet with the Jewish students, listen to them, and give them suggestions that can empower 
them.  They provide a combination of moral support, funding, and positive stories and resources about Israel.   
 
 Morey recently chaired the Kol Emeth Strategic Planning Committee.  It was a one year study which led 
to a working document of which the synagogue is implementing many of the recommendations.   
 
 Professionally, over the last 20 plus years Morey has been either a vice president or CEO of high tech 
organizations of as many as 45 people and budgets of $7-8 million.  He has a strong successful background in 
marketing which utilizes his management style of building relationships, open communications, setting clear 
objectives, inspiring and motivating others and a team approach.     
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 Our Region looks forward to introducing Morey in person throughout our synagogues and to working 
with him in support of all of our members.  Morey will commence on July 1, 2009. As soon as he receives his 
USCJ email address and cell phone, he will gladly circulate it to all of us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reminder: 
 
Don't miss the 2009 USCJ International Biennial Convention which is being held December 6 - 
December 10, 2009 in Cherry Hill, NJ. 
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