
  

 

 
THE ELECTRONIC EDUCATOR- 

A weekly update of information for you and your school! 
A service of the NJ Region USCJ Dept. of Education 

Michelle Rich, Director of Education and Youth Activities 
Nita Polay Levin, Field Worker 

Lisa Harris Glass, Executive Director 
 

Mazal Tov to Marcia Kagedan, Educational Director, and 
the Jewish Center of Paramus  

on becoming a 
FRAMEWORK FOR EXCELLENCE School!  

Yasher Kochachem 
 

And  Mazal Tov to the New Jersey Region, as well! 
This brings our region to 8 schools that have been recognized for their excellent 
education programs and commitment to providing the best education to their students. 
 
Let the world know that you are committed to that same high standard and find out 
about more about how your school can qualify for Framework.  Perhaps it already does! 
**********************************************************************************  

We still have room for a few more participants for WednesdayÕs workshop 
 with Wendy Light, Director of Framework For Excellence, 

United SynagogueÕs program for excellent education  
 

Excellence in the congregational school, uscj-style: 
Framework for excellence 

 
Framework allows principals to  

initiate important educational conversations and get support in raising the educational barre 
and tells your synagogue that you, the educational director, are doing an excellent job  

 
Framework allows lay people to 

frame the right questions and set reachable goals 
and tells the community that your synagogue cares about Jewish education  

 
Framework gives everyone  

United SynagogueÕs high standards for educational excellence, a proven system that fits into 
the changing needs of our school population 

 
Bring your questions, bring your concerns.   



  

 

 
Wednesday, November 7 

7 – 8:30 PM 
NJ Regional office, USCJ 

1090 King Georges Post Road, Suite 1003 
Edison (Raritan Center) 

 
PLEASE CALL FOR DIRECTIONS (and, especially, don’t rely on MapQuest, as they will get you 

farblundged!) 
 

RSVP to Michelle Rich, Director of Education and Youth Activities: 
Rich@USCJ.org, or (732) 738 - 4301   

******************************************************************* 
If you are looking for Jewish input into the holiday of Thanksgiving, Log on to BabagaNewz.com, 
password eggplant. 
Also, call Nita (732 – 738 – 4301) or email at Levin@USCJ.org for information you can use in the class.  
WE EVEN HAVE THE CAJE EARLY CHILDHOOD PUBLICATION ARTICLE, “TALKING TORAH 
WHILE TALKING TURKEY,”  which we can send you by post. 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
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What's Happening 

Today’s Israel - United Synagagogue’s Israel Commission wants all of us to know what the real 
Israel, the country where real people live, actually looks like. To that end, the commission offers 
Israel Today.  

Project Etgar - Project Etgar, a joint project from United Synagogue and the Melton Research 
Center at the Jewish Theological Seminary, has developed a middle-school curriculum for sixth- 
through eighth-graders, using a variety of learning activities and techniques as it encourages 
students and their families to live Jewishly outside as well as inside the classroom. Project Etgar 
also offers support to educational directors and trainers. To learn more, email Debbie Kerschner. 

Summertime Always Returns: USY Plans Ahead - This summer, like every summer, USY offers 



  

 

a range of programs for teenagers. For the summer of 2008, programs include Classic USY on 
Wheels; USY on Wheels; Mission: Mitzvah; USY on Wheels, East; Summer in the City; Israel 
Adventure; Eastern Europe/Israel Pilgrimage, Israel Pilgrimage/Poland Seminar; Spain/Israel 
Pilgrimage; and Etgar! Outdoor Adventure, Israel are all open for registration. Registration is now 
open and spaces are limited. Information and applications are available now. 

Nativ - As this year’s Nativ students – the largest group ever – continue their studies in Jerusalem 
this semester, living at the Fuchsberg Jerusalem Center, our youth department is accepting 
applications for the 2008-09 academic year. 

USY High - USY High, the youth department’s joint program for high students, run in conjunction 
with Ramah Programs in Israel, is accepting applications for the spring semester. Students spend 
two months living and learning in Israel, using the country as their classroom and receiving high 
school credit for the experience. 

Your Child - The fall issue of Your Child, the education department’s newsletter for parents of 
young children, is available on line. 

2007 Congregational Survey Is Out! - By now, all congregational presidents should have 
received the link to this year's congregational survey; the data we collect and pass on to them will 
help them make informed decisions. The more participation we get, the more valuable the results 
will be, so please make sure that your congregation is included. If you have any questions about 
the survey, email Faye Gingold. 

[ Back to Top ] 

Bragging Rights 

Planning Schechter Schools’ Future - In October, 19 
professionals spent two days in rural New Jersey strategizing ways 
to help the members of the Solomon Schechter Day School 
Association grow and thrive, and inculcate their students with a 
love of Jewish learning. The group was made up of educators from 
both within and outside the association as well as Jewish 
professionals, including rabbis, from others organizations 
representing the Conservative movement. In the photo on the 
right, from left you see Judith Lax, who is on the SSDSA board; 
Cheryl Finkel, a senior consultant at the Partnership for Excellence 
in Jewish Education; Jane Taubenfeld Cohen, head of school at the 
South Area Solomon Schechter Day School in Stouton, 
Massachusetts, and Rabbi Robert Abramson, director of United 
Synagogue’s education department. 

 
 Metny Cosponsors Interreligious Dialogue - United 
Synagogue’s Metropolitan New York region joined other Jewish 
organizations, including the local Rabbinical Assembly chapter, in 
an interreligious dialogue with Bishop William Murphy of the diocese 
of Rockville Centre on Long Island. In the photo at left, the bishop 
is flanked by Metny’s president, Irwin Scharf, left, and by the 
region’s executive director, Bruce Greenfield. 
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New School in Chicagoland - On one of the days of chol hamoed 
Sukkot, Chicago’s Conservative Jewish community celebrated as 
the Chicagoland Jewish High School moved to its own brand-new 
state-of-the-art building. Supporters of the school, a member of the 
Solomon Schechter Day School Association, carried the Torah 
scrolls from their old home in the old school to the new one, nine 
and a half miles away. United Synagogue’s Dr. Elaine Cohen, 
education department associate director and the association’s lead 
professional, at left, marches with student Avi Coven, the USY 
region’s religion/education vice president; Joel Warshawsky, USY 
regional executive/Israel Affairs vice president; and Julie Marder, 
USY regional youth director. Each participant wears a label with the 
name of a Holocaust victim. 

 

  
Young Leaders in Seaboard - Our Seaboard region held its first 
Young Leadership Awards program in mid-October, where 34 
emerging leaders from 24 regional congregations, together with 
250 friends and admirers, gathered for a reception and awards 
ceremony at Congregation Ohr Kodesh in Chevy Chase, Maryland. 
The award included a substantial subsidy from the region for 
expenses at United Synagogue’s biennial convention, where these 
and other young leaders will be recognized. Some of those 
emerging leaders pose together in this picture.  
 
O Jerusalem! - Three United Synagogue regions – Pacific Southwest, Southeast, and Mid-Atlantic 
– were able to show the new movie O Jerusalem, based on the book by Larry Collins and 
Dominique Lapierre. The screening was courtesy of Samuel Goldwyn Films; at the theater in Pacific 
Southwest, the audience also had a question-and-answer session with the company’s president, 
Meyer Gottlieb. 

[ Back to Top ] 

New Ideas 

Mediating Congregational Disputes - United Synagogue’s new joint program with the Rabbinical 
Assembly has trained mediators to intercede before diagreements between rabbis and 
congregations heat up.  

• Learn more about it  



  

 

• Read earlier New Ideas  

[ Back to Top ] 

Calendar 

Koach Shabbat - On November 2 and 3, Jewish students across North America will learn about 
the hekhsher tzedek, United Synagogue’s look at ethical kashrut, on their own campuses, using 
materials provided by Koach. Last year, nearly 4,000 students on 82 campuses shared Koach 
Shabbat; on more than 30 of those campuses teachers supplied by Koach added to the experience.  

Join Us in Orlando for Our International Convention! - United Synagogue’s international 
biennial convention is planned for November 29 through December 3 at the Rosen Shingle Creek 
Resort and Golf Club in Orlando, Florida. Click here for more information. Please plan to be there 
with us! 

USY Convention - United Synagogue Youth’s 57th annual international convention, set for 
December 23 to 27 in Anaheim, California, is selling out quickly. Registration soon will close. Hurry 
if you want to share in five days of social action projects, summer program reunions, education 
programs, a Disneyland visit, and more, tied together by the theme of tzedakah. For more 
information email usyconvention@uscj.org. 

Hazak in Israel - United Synagogue and Hazak, for people 55 and over, join to offer a trip to 
Israel next winter. Spend February 12 to 24 in Jerusalem; celebrate Shabbat at the Fuchsberg 
Jerusalem Center, and take day trips around the country. For more information, click here. 

Koach Kallah - From February 28 to March 2, Northwestern University in metropolitan Chicago will 
host the Koach Kallah. College students from more than 60 campuses will gather for a weekend of 
fun, study, friendship, and worship. 

Sulam - United Synagogue’s 2008 program for new synagogue presidents and vice presidents, 
Sulam, meets in Newark March 6-9 and in Chicago March 27-30. For more information, email Rabbi 
Moshe Edelman at Edelman@uscj.org. 

Imun – United Synagogue’s 2008 intensive 9-day workshop for synagogue skills is set for July 6 to 
14 at Camp Ramah in the Berkshires in upstate New York. For more information, email Rabbi Paul 
Drazen at drazen@uscj.org. 

[ Back to Top ] 

Fuchsberg Jerusalem Center 

Virtual Hevruta from the Conservative Yeshiva - Anyone who is interested in furthering his or 
her Jewish education is invited to join the winter semester of the online hevruta program, 
“Fourteen Sugyot Every Jew Should Know,” offered by the Fuchsberg Jerusalem Center’s 
Conservative Yeshiva. The 14-week course, which will begin the week of January 6, will provide 
students with Talmudic texts that offer insights into minds of the rabbis who debate in its pages.  

[ Back to Top ] 



  

 

From Our Book Service 

As the days get shorter and we look forward to the candlelight and warmth of Hanukkah, Book 
Service offers a way to help celebrate the season.  

Hanukkah – The Family Guide to Spiritual Celebration, by Ron Wolfson and Joel Lurie Grishaver, is 
part of the Art of Jewish Living series. It offers ideas and resources for creative ways for the entire 
family to celebrate Hanukkah. $18.95 

In Taking Hold of Torah: Jewish Community and Community in America, Dr. Arnold Eisen, the new 
chancellor of the Jewish Theological Seminary, presents a personal mediation on the meaning of 
Judaism and his vision for revitalizing the American Jewish community. $17.95 

Planning to visit Jerusalem? Bring along a copy of Jerusalem: A Neighborhood Street Guide. 
Chanoch Shudofsky’s work is an updated, easy-to-use guide to Jerusalem’s 150 neighborhoods, 
including an alphabetical listing of 2,500 streets, squares, thoroughfares, boulevards, and 
alleyways in the city, and has an illustrated map. $18.95 

[ Back to Top ] 

Around the USCJ 

Convention Update - This is it! Time is running out. United Synagogue’s biennial international 
convention will begin on November 29 in Orlando, Florida. But it’s still not too late to register. Read 
about the convention and make your plans to join us!  

[ Back to Top ] 

Around the USCJ 

• Take advantage of free Internet hosting services to affiliated synagogues, USY chapters and 
afternoon/day schools  

• Get suggestions for building a Jewish home library; great ideas for gift giving as well!  

[ Back to Top ] 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Dear Educator, 

As parents of young children, my husband and I find we are on a continual 
learning curve. In a recent parenting class, we learned to let our child 
"own" a problem. Instead of solving it, we ask, "How are you going to fix 
that?" or "What are you going to do about that?" The child takes on the 
solution and makes it hers. If she gets stuck, we ask, "Would you like 
some ideas?" Then we propose three solutions, the first one being 
outrageous. 



  

 

Remember this important semantic point. Instead of saying, "you could", 
try "some people (kids) would…"  This is a great way to reinforce problem 
solving for all ages – toddlers to adult congregants. Plus, you get to take a 
little weight off your shoulders. Try it out! 

OPI NI ON POLLÑ  

W h at  d o  y ou  t h in k ? We like to listen to our customers. We're always 
looking for ways to improve, and Nita Polay Levin just suggested a change 
for the Darkon Pitome: Passport to the Jewish Year . Instead of a Rosh 
Chodesh Calendar, how about a chart for students to count and mark off 
the om er ? Please e-mail us with your opinion at darkon@pitome.com.   

When you call us for products, we'll guide you to appropriate materials 
and answer programming logistic questions. Rabbi Robin Damsky from 
Congregation Or Chadash of the Northeast Valley was happy not to re-invent materials. 
She told us: 

I recently used Pitome Publishing's Jewish Bedtime materials. The supplementary materials from Jewish 
Bedtime Happens!  were a great inspiration to our kids and their parents. Also, the art supplies are 
terrific in their variety and quantity. Feedback from the evaluation told us that parents plan to bring the 
Shema and some of the other rituals we learned into their bedtime practice. Yishar Koach to Pitome 
Publishing! 

Col leag u e t o  Co l leag u e  — We love word of mouth! When you distribute 
brochures to colleagues, we'll send you a special gift. Venues may include 
your local principal's council or teacher's in-service. Let us know the 
venue, date, and number of attendees. Mazel  t ov  t o  Mar ci  Gal in k in  an d  
Dev or a Ur k ow i t z f o r  r ecom m en d in g  ou r  r esou r ces t o  f e l low  ed u cat o r s. 
You can benefit from bonus coupons and referral gifts too! 

B'shalom, 

Nin a &  t h e Pi t o m e t eam   

PS Please be aware that we're running about one week turnaround on orders. Please 
plan ahead to avoid rush charges! 

PITOME SPECIALS 

Buy Two, get one FREE sale!  

• Mischak Chanukah . $18 per game. Three games are perfect for a classroom Chanukah 
party. Or keep one and give two as gifts.  

• My Mishpocha Bag . $12 value. Send this along with family photos for prime kvelling 
opportunities!  

• Hannukah Manipulatives: Buy any combination of two Ð choose between the Hannukah Box of 
Questions  and Hannukah Story Cards  and get a free Chanukah Menorah Candle . (Lesser 
priced item free.)  



  

 

Spend $123 or more in goods and get a free Chanukah candle !* 

Offers expire November 16, 2007. Offers valid while in-stock supplies last. S/H is 
additional. *  Fr ee Ch an u k ah  can d le f o r  f i r st  4  r esp o n d er s.  

EDITOR'S PICK 

The Ethiopian Jews of Israel: Personal Stories of Life in the Promised Land. by Len 
Lyons. Jewish Lights Publishing (adult resource). The Ethiopian story is incredible – an ancient 
civilization with deep faith, whisked into modernity to pursue a dream. The modern ingathering has 
grown from 100 immigrants in 1977 to over 100,000 Ethiopian Israelis that now reside in Israel. 
Two years of research, interviews and photographs provide an in-depth view of the Ethiopian 
dream to become make aliyah. I appreciated an historical overview of Ethiopian Jewry. Vignettes 
include: a college student fulfilling her father's dream; a "power-couple" that works to improve the 
lives of Ethiopian citizens; and a young man who was fostered by youth aliyah until his family 
arrived eight years later. So many issues are portrayed – difficulties with integration, the sacrifices 
of Ethiopian soldiers for the State of Israel; integrating the Orit (the bible in Ge'ez) with modern 
Judaism; cultural rifts between Israeli and Ethiopian culture; and political challenges. This book is 
incredibly rich. I plan to revisit this book often in order to absorb and enjoy its diverse tales. 
Purchase this resource for yourself, or as an enriching Chanukah gift. 

 Expedite your curriculum order by paying with Visa or MC. Just download our order form 
and fax your order to 805-898-9207 PST. Orders are shipped on a first-paid basis. 

** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** 

If you would like a sample of the latest BabagaNewz, contact Nita at Levin@USCJ.org and weÕll send 
you one.  If you have not seen this amazing kid-friendly magazine, you should!  It provides a new way 
to teach ethics and values to our kids as well as topics of interest about Israel and Jews in the world.   

 


