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Mini-Courses being offered:  Please read and encourage your teachers--and yourself!--

to attend 
  

Updates on the Gaza Conundrum:   
from the Israel Embassy 

from the Leadership Council of Conservative Judaism (includes biblical quotes you can 
use) 

A new curriculum on the subject 
  

Torah Aura Product Bulletin Board, incl. an article about Israel from Joel Grishaver 
  

Celebrating Tu Bishvat with Kar Ben books 
  

It's not too late to sign up for the JEA convention! 
  

Attention Principals of Middlesex County! 
............................................ #

TEACHER TRAINING 

MINI‐COURSES 
  

  Winter/Spring Semester  
  

Last chance to register!   
 

 COURSE # 1:  Preschoolers and Israel:  Per fect Together  ! 
 INSTRUCTOR: LINDA RIPPS, VETERAN TEACHER 
Due to the popularity and timeliness of the topic, Linda will reprise her workshop that she 
facilitated in Montville at the beginning of September.   
  
Young children are not developmentally capable of conceptualizing the global map or of a place 
that is not in their daily lives.  This would make it seemingly useless to teach them about another 
country far away, and yet, it is never too early to introduce a love for Israel as the special place 
of the Jewish People, which is different from learning about other cultures and countries.  By 
using some Hebrew, the Israeli flag, videos and story books about Israel, we begin to plant the 
seeds that will bloom as they get older.  Linda, who has taught preschool and is a expert in 



resources about Israel, will show you how to introduce the concept of kibbutz and other aspects 
of the country to young children. 
  
DATE:  MONDAY, JANUARY 19, 2009 (MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY) 
(10 - 11:30 a.m. )LOCATION:  GLEN ROCK JEWISH CENTER  
 

                                         ****************  
COURSE # 2: PRESCHOOLERS AND ISRAEL: PERFECT TOGETHER!  
will also be held on:   
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2009, 1 - 2:30 PM   
LOCATION:  CONGREGATION B'NAI ISRAEL, RUMSON   
  
  

***************** 

COURSE # 3: For PRESCHOOL DIRECTORS,  ONLY:  
Our Con gregational Nursery Schools:  The Gateway to a Jewish Experience   
INSTRUCTOR:  CARYN BRUCKHEIMER, CONSULTANT AND TRAINER ---  

 
Explore and discuss the various ways in which nursery schools, along with the synagogue team, offer 
unique opportunities for establishing long-term connections with all families, including unaffiliated and 
inter-faith.  
 
Date : Monday, February 9, 7 - 8:30 PM  
LOCATION:  NJ USCJ REGIONAL OFFICE, EDISON, RARITAN CENTER   

 

******************  
COURSE # 4:TEACHING THE PARSHA THE ACTIVE WAY IN RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
INSTRUCTOR:  DR. SHOSHANA SILBERMAN, CONSULTANT  

 
Dr. Silberman will share Active Learning techniques that you can apply to any parsha in  

5 - 15 minutes.  
 

DATE:  Wednesday, March 4, 7 - 8:30 PM   
LOCATION:  Morristown Jewish Center 

     ***************** 
 
COURSE # 5:  FOR RELIGIOUS SCHOOL PRINCIPALS ONLY   
ASSESSING AND EVALUATING STUDENT LEARNING IN THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL   
INSTRUCTOR:  SUSAN WYNER, National No. American Consultant for Synagogue 
Education for USCJ  
  
This workshop will broaden your thinking about student assessment and how it can be used to promote 
maximum learning in the classroom.  We will examine ways to communicate teacher observations both 
to the students and to the parents, so that progress is reported and challenges are addressed.  
Traditional Jewish texts, the latest research, video observation and your own skills and ideas will be 
critical tools in our study.  
  
DATE:  Tuesday, March 17, 10 am - 12 N 
LOCATION:  NJ Region USCJ office, Raritan Center, Edison 



     ******************* 
We have one more in the planning: 

 
Course:  How Multiple Intelligences Can Help Us Teach Children with Different Learning 
Styles 
Instructor:  Dr. Shoshana Silberman 
 
Location:  Temple Beth Or, Brick 
Date:  we are looking at a date in February  

  
If you are interested in attending any of these courses, contact Michelle Rich at Rich@USCJ.org.  As a 

benefit of your synagogue's membership in United Synagogue, all courses are free for teachers affiliated 
with a USCJ school or anyone who is a member of a USCJ congregation. 

 *********************************************** 
From the Embassy of Israel:   

OPERATION CAST LEAD 
The IDF's Fight Against Terror in Gaza 

 
 

 
Today (Monday, January 5, 2009) at 11:00 a.m., the Seaboard Region of USCJ sponsored a second 
teleconference briefing on the situation in Israel with Minister-Counselor Rafael Harpaz, Director of 
Public Affairs and Lt. Col. Eyal Bar Or, Israeli Missile Defense Organization Liaison Officer, from the 
Embassy of Israel (http:/ /www.israelemb.org/ ). 
 
We are making this briefing available to everyone online. You can listen to the full briefing by clicking 
on this link: 
 
http:/ /uscj.org/empire/010509 USCJ Israel Situation Briefing with Embassy of Israel.MP3 
 
 
The teleconference briefing runs approximately 38 minutes. We encourage everyone to take the time 
to listen to this recent briefing specifically held for the USCJ, as it provides information that you will 
likely not get from the mainstream media! 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
Shalom, Colleagues, 
Nachama Moskowitz and her staff at the Jewish Education Center of Cleveland can always be counted 
on for the outstanding response curricula that help us navigate the education of our children regarding 
crises around the world. 
  
See below for links to a response curriculum on the current situation in Israel. For those in need of 
more materials for their youngest students, I will be working on more ideas that you can use for the 
smaller set, but toward the end of the response curriculum, you will find some activities and ideas that 
would be helpful.  Also check out the response curriculum on Family and Israel at the same site for 
activities to promote pride in Israel for younger children. 
  
Please also note the update on Election 2008 that the JECC has posted for us. 
  
Don't hesitate to let me know your responses to the curriculum should you use it, or feel free to respond 
or ask questions of Nachama at NMoskowitz@JECC.ORG. 
  



As Nachama states below, our hearts and prayers continue to go out to all who are caught in this 
struggle.  As we approach Shabbat, don't hesitate to add prayers for peace, for IDF soldiers fighting 
these battles, as well as prayers for American soldiers fighting for freedom overseas.   
  
Shabbat shalom,  
Sue 

Susan E. Wyner 
United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
North American Consultant for Synagogue Education 
  
2550 Windy Hill Drive 
Pepper Pike, OH  44124 
wyner@uscj.org 
440-473-3165 
  

The JECC has posted to its website an Immediate Response Curriculum called, " Israel : Connecting 
with our Heads, Hands and Hearts ( Gaza , 2009)."   This is a guide that does not have easy or pat 
responses to share with our students, for as you know, the situation Israel finds itself in is 
complex.  This Response Curriculum contains links to many resources so that teachers may find the 
ones that best help them educate themselves and then find ways to open the conversation with their 
students.   

 The curriculum may be found here:  http://www.jecc.org/Curriculum/Response-Curriculum.htm  or can 
be accessed by link from the JECC home page: http://www.jecc.org.  We have discovered from past 
experience with our Response Curriculum that those who have trouble accessing the document are 
probably not using Internet Explorer ... so IE is the way to go.  We have also learned that some people 
who have been to our website before are linking to an older version.  If the Israel curriculum is not in the 
box at the very top of the page, just hit refresh and you� ll get the Gaza version.  

Finally, in honor of the Inauguration on the 20th, you may find some materials in our Election 2008 
curriculum to be helpful (also linked from the same webpage). 
 
Please feel free to forward this email to any listservs or educators who may find it of use. 
 
Our hearts and prayers are with Israel , as well as with all innocent civilians caught in the conflict.  

   
Nachama Skolnik Moskowitz  
Senior Director  
Director of Curriculum Resources  
Jewish Education Center of Cleveland  
2030 S. Taylor Road  
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118  
Phone:   (216) 371-0446  x 210  
Fax:       (216) 371-2523  

** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** 
THE LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 
OF CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM 
Statement of the Leadership Council of Conservative Judaism 
on our hopes for peace and safety in a time of war 



 
January 9, 2009/13 Tevet 5769 
 
The Conservative/Masorti Movement supports the State of Israel, its government and military, in its current 
operations to protect the citizens of Israel’s southern region and offers our prayers and material assistance 
to its soldiers and their families. We lament Hamas’ unrelenting and finally intolerable barrage of rocket fire 
on Israel’s cities and civilians. We pray that a leadership of the Palestinian people emerges that will honor a 
verifiable and monitored cease fire and negotiate an enduring peace. We pray for peace.  We particularly 
commend the many efforts on the part of our colleagues in the Masorti Movement and Schechter Institute 
to provide substantive and spiritual support for soldiers and civilians in areas affected by rocket fire. 
When the Holy Blessed One created the first human being, God showed the human the Garden of 
Eden, and said: “See My works, how fine and excellent they are! All that I have created, I created 
for you. Consider this and do not destroy My world: for if you do, there is no one to set it right.” 
Ecclesiates Rabbah 7:13 (Rabbinic text) 
We believe that the task of humanity is to preserve God’s Creation and for people to live cooperatively. 
Even a mighty hero, once the arrow leaves one’s hand, one can no longer make it come back. 
Mekhilta of Rabbi Ishmael, Tractate Shirah §4. (Rabbinic text) 
We pray for a speedy and effective end to this conflict. We pray for minimal losses. 
Whenever destruction of the wicked takes place, there is grief for them above. 
Zohar Bereshit, I:57b (Rabbinic text) 
We know that God mourns losses on all sides. Saddened by this war, we dedicate ourselves to help Israel 
speedily fulfill its mission to live with security and in lasting peace with its neighbors. 
But every person shall sit under their grapevine or fig tree with no one to disturb them. For it was 
the Lord of Hosts who spoke. Micah 4:4 
So may it be God’s will. 

=== === === === === === === === === ===  
Torah Aura Products Bulletin Board  

 

January 9, 2009  

 
 

 Prayers for Peace. 
  
Howdy, and welcome to the latest edition of the TAPBB.  
 
As frequent readers of the TAPBB know, Torah Aura has spent a 
lot of time in the last couple of years thinking about Israel 
education and developing new materials for teaching Israel. 
 
Now's a tough time to be an Israel educator. No matter what your 
political persuasion, all of us who care deeply about Israel are 
always concerned, conflicted, and (perhaps) confused when we 
think about how best to connect our students to the Jewish 
homeland at a time when the news is filled with graphic images of 
war. 
 
We've been getting a lot of emails and calls recently from teachers 
and educators concerned about teaching Israel during this difficult 
time. Our best response is that now, more than ever, Israel 
education is a fundamentally important part of what we do. 
 
Below you'll find an essay by Joel Grishaver that expands this 
point. How can we best address the current matzav (situation) in 
Israel? How can we continue to teach for connection to and love of 
Israel when it seems so hard? 
 

Volume 16, Issue 4  

 
 

In This Issue  

Israel at a Tough Time  

Torah Aura on Facebook  

 

Available Now! 
Artzeinu:  

An Israel Encounter 
 
 

Have you heard about the 
revolution in Israel 

education?  

It's called Artzeinu: 
An Isr ael Encounter , 

and it's new from 
Torah Aura 

Productions. 

Not just a travel book, 



Below you'll find an essay by Joel Grishaver that expands this 
point. How can we best address the current matzav (situation) in 
Israel? How can we continue to teach for connection to and love of 
Israel when it seems so hard? 
 
Please be in touch to share your experiences, challenges, and 
examples of best practices. 
 
And may you receive our next issue of the TAPBB at a calmer, 
more peaceful time. 
 
- Jane, Joel, Alan, and Josh 

 

Teaching Israel When Israel is at War   
by Joel Lurie Grishaver 
 
by Joel Lurie Grishaver 
Crossing the internet are two prayers. One is a prayer for Israel's 
soldiers. The other is a prayer for the civilians of Gaza. Both are 
recommended as the way for teachers to begin their classes. 
 
The problem is not that one is being asked to choose between 
these two prayers. Supporting both wishes is not a problem. 
Prayers for safety can't be too many. And the problem is not that 
prayer seems to be the major response to War. Prayer is a good 
response to War. The problem is that this seems to be the only 
major public response besides a zillion causes to join on 
Facebook. 
 
There is of course a need to teach "The War." Explaining the 
background and context of the fighting is probably obligatory. 
Some teachers in some schools will teach the situation one way, 
some will teach it the other. My purpose here is not to argue for 
either Sderot or for the Palestinian population. Great teaching will 
make both of these "situations" clear. 
 
The argument I want to make here is something else. That is, now 
is a time when we must teach about Israel, build connection to 
Israel, and to help our students understand that Israel is important 
in our lives. This is not a statement of Israel right or wrong. It is 
rather an expression of what I learned from Steven M. Cohen, that 
"We must teach that one can both love Israel and disagree with 
some of Her actions." Do not take this as a statement that I think 
that Israel Gaza's campaign is wrong. My reactions are actually 
more complex and not important to our discussion anyway. Do not 
take it as a statement of an expectation that students are going to 
flock to class with all kinds of expression of outrage at Israel's 
actions. (That would actually be a great starting point-because the 
discussion would flow.) 
 
My great fear is that the War, and the school with forty mainly 
women and children dead, and the general confusion of conflicting 
truths are perfectly good reasons to care less about Israel because 
it is too confusing, too complex, too far from our students' 
experience. What scares me is not either position on who is wrong, 
nor the understanding that there is enough wrong to go around, but 
complete ambivalence. What I care about is caring about Israel. 
 
Read the rest of this entry » 

Find us on Facebook   
 
We're big techies here at Torah Aura... techies who spend a little 
too much time at our computers and on our BlackBerries. And 
though this obsession can be a problem at times, we've also found 
that the latest technology is a great way to connect with our friends 
and colleagues. 
 
Enter the Torah Aura Productions facebook page. 
 
If you're a member of facebook, find us online by clicking over to 
our facebook page (you can find us easily by just typing "Torah 
Aura" in the searchbar). When you get there, you'll find out about 
upcoming Torah Aura events, read the latest news on the collest 
new products, and connect with colleagues in Jewish education. 
You can even stay updated by becoming a "fan" of Torah Aura. 
Just click "Become a Fan" in the upper right-hand corner.  
  

 

Productions. 

Not just a travel book, 
Artzeinu is an insider's 

guide to the people, 
history, and culture of 

Israel. 

Designed for 5th and 
6th grade, it's a book 

that teaches more 
than geography, an 
encounter that goes 
into the heart and 

nature of Israeli life. 
This is not just a tour 

book, but an 
exploration of the 
essence of Israel. 

To learn more, just 
click. 

  

The Torah Aura 
Productions 

SPRING SALE 
is coming! 

 

 
 

Looking to save a bundle 
on Jewish educational 

materials? 
 

Our SPRING SALE starts 
next week. Stay tuned to 
the TAPBB to get 25% off 
instant lessons, and great 

deals on books for 
students and teachers. 

 
Budgets are tight, but that 

doesn't mean your 
bookshelves have to be 

bare. The SPRING SALE 



  

Find us on Facebook   
 
We're big techies here at Torah Aura... techies who spend a little 
too much time at our computers and on our BlackBerries. And 
though this obsession can be a problem at times, we've also found 
that the latest technology is a great way to connect with our friends 
and colleagues. 
 
Enter the Torah Aura Productions facebook page. 
 
If you're a member of facebook, find us online by clicking over to 
our facebook page (you can find us easily by just typing "Torah 
Aura" in the searchbar). When you get there, you'll find out about 
upcoming Torah Aura events, read the latest news on the collest 
new products, and connect with colleagues in Jewish education. 
You can even stay updated by becoming a "fan" of Torah Aura. 
Just click "Become a Fan" in the upper right-hand corner.  
  

 
  

is your chance to get great 
deals to make the most of 

your limited resources. 

 

  
  

**************************************************** 
 

Winter 2009 

  
 

Quick Links  

Tu B'Shevat Books  

Purim Books 

What's New at Kar-Ben 
Discount Calendars  

 

 

WEB EXCLUSIVE!  
  

Get a FREE copy of 

Purim Fun for Little 
Hands  

 

Dear Nita,  

   

The Jewish people have been observing Tu B'Shevat, the birthday 
of the trees, for thousands of years. It's an excellent way to convey 
the importance of conservation and appreciation of nature to 
children.  

  

With Kar-Ben books, the age-old tradition of celebrating nature 
and the environment is just right for young readers! 

 
 

Sammy Spider's First Tu B'Shevat  



with any purchase 
from our Purim 

category! 
  

Offer Expires: February 9, 2009. 
One free book per order. Offer 
valid only on books in Purim 
category.  

 
   

As seasons pass, little Sammy learns there is a whole world 
outside of his web in the Shapiros' house. He watches leaves 
sprout in spring, baby birds hatch in summer, squirrels gather 
food in autumn, and the Shapiro family celebrate Tu B'Shevat in 
winter.  
  
Young children will delight in the bright illustrations, and be able 
to point out similar observations in their own backyards. 
  
Check  ou t  Sam m y's n ew est  adven tu r e, Sammy Spider's 
First Day of School!  

Grandpa and Me on Tu B'Shevat  

  

Like a tiny seed, this rhyming tale grows into a celebration of 
nature and of family. With the help of his grandfather, young boy 
plants a seed that grows into a sapling, then a tree, then a spot for 
picnics and picking apples. The boy grows up and repeats the 
process with a grandchild of his own. 
  

It's Tu B'Shevat  This cheery board book shows us that trees 
give shade and fruit, provide a home for animals, and help clean 
the air.  

  

Tu B'Shevat is a time to say Happy Birthday to the trees, but you 
can enjoy their benefits all year long.  

  

When It's Purim  

New for Spring 2009!  

   

Introduce toddlers to a beloved Purim tradition with sprightly 
rhyme and brightly colored illustrations depicting animals making 
hamantaschen.  

  

The new holiday board book will delight preschoolers and their 
parents and teachers with its whimsical animal illustrations.  

 
 
 

Important Reminders:  

  

Tu B'Shevat: February 9   

Megillah reading: March 9 

Purim: March 10 

Having trouble viewing images? Please let us know. 

  

Questions or comments? Email us at publicity@karben.com 



Having trouble viewing images? Please let us know. 

  

Questions or comments? Email us at publicity@karben.com 

   
 
==================================================================== 
Shalom, colleagues, 
 
You may have already heard this news, but please help to pass the word to your colleagues who may not 
be aware of the new status of CAJE. Sadly, CAJE has found a need to reorganize and will not be holding 
a conference this summer.  Please see the important invitation below from our JEA colleagues.  If you 
have only one conference available to you during this year, you may want to take advantage of this 
special invitation. 
  

    
  

 
A SPECIAL INVITATION TO CAJE MEMBERS  

  
         The Jewish Educators Assembly notes with sadness the announcement that CAJE will not hold its annual 
Conference this summer. For more than a generation, CAJE has been a force for creativity and innovation in 
Jewish education and has served as an inspiration to countless teachers and educators. We salute all those 
who have worked so hard to sustain CAJE throughout the years and acknowledge those who have served in 
leadership roles along with the professional staff. The special chevre, the spirit and enthusiasm that was 
engendered at the CAJE Conference each summer will be sorely missed by many.  
  
        We would like to invite all those who have found collegiality and ongoing learning at CAJE to join with us 
at the Jewish Educators Assembly. We are a warm, spirited and nurturing community of Jewish educational 
leaders and we welcome all who wish to advance the cause of Jewish education.  
  
        There is still time to register for our outstanding 2009 Educational Conference in Phoenix, Arizona, 
January 25-28, 2009. We also invite you to come with us to Israel next winter from February 7-12, 2010. 
  
        Special consideration will be given to CAJE members. To learn more about JEA and for information about 
our Conferences, please visit us on the web at www.jewisheducators.org or call our office 516 569-2537. 
  

JEA Officers and Board 
Lawrence M. Katz, President        Edward Edelstein, Executive Director 

  
Edward Edelstein 
Executive Director 
Jewish Educators Assembly 
PO Box 413 
Broadway and Locust Avenue 
Cedarhurst, NY 11516 
516 569-2537 
Fax: 516 295-9039 
Jewisheducators@aol.com 
www.jewisheducators.org 

 

** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** 



ATTENTION:  PRINCIPALS OF MIDDLESEX COUNTY! 
  

This is a reminder that Federation of Middlesex Country is sponsoring a one-day 
conference on teaching children with special needs.  It will take place this Monday, Jan. 

19, at the E. Brunswick Jewish Center.  For more information and to register, call 
Gabriella Sadote at (732) 432 - 7711 

  

=== === === === === === === === === === 
 


