The First Jewish President of the United States
Picture a young Jewish boy, growing up in New York in the 1960’s. His father was a self-made real estate millionaire, and his mother was a college literature teacher. He and his three siblings had a privileged childhood, attending the best private schools. The family was thoroughly secular; little, if any, Jewish observance occurred in this household. But expectations in the family were high. School grades and achievements were carefully scrutinized. At the dinner table, each of the children was required to hold forth and debate on intellectual topics. Afterwards came games like Monopoly, which for this family was a blood sport. But this Jewish boy never rebelled. He went to college at Princeton and then Harvard Law School, where he was known for his prodigious study habits. After a stint with a top corporate law firm, he went on to become attorney general, and then governor of a large state. And people began to whisper about his prospects for the White House. Could he be---the first Jewish President of the United States?

Now this biographical sketch is not fiction. It belongs to a real person. Does anyone know who this might be? Yes, it is Eliot Spitzer, former governor of New York, who will NOT be the first Jewish President of the United States.

So I couldn’t help thinking how Eliot Spitzer might have been different if his family included Jewish education as part of his upbringing--if his family had belonged to a synagogue like Beth David. They might have started by taking him to our programs for tots and pre-schoolers, where he first became exposed to the joy of Jewish family celebration. He would have attended our award-winning Religious School, and learned to the value of Tzedakah, as well as the skills to take his place among Jewish adults. Around the Shabbat dinner table, his family would have discussed and debated ethical issues which might have shaped his future behavior. In Hebrew High, he might have taken classes that imbued him with the values of social justice as an important component of the political process. As a member of our youth groups, he might have realized that social and community connections have as much value as professional success. And as he moved through the life cycle as a young adult, young parent, empty nester, and retiree, he would have found spiritual guidance, community connection, and continuing education at Beth David to help him along the pathway of being a mensch.
The importance of synagogues like Beth David is not only to perpetuate Jewish knowledge for future generations, but to instill Jewish values. Thank you for your support that enables Beth David to be a pillar of our Jewish community. 
And who knows? Maybe the next Jewish president of the United States is within our midst, one that we can be proud of, both for her or his ethical principles as well as intellect. G’mar Chatimah Tova (may you be inscribed for the good) and may your good deeds be a blessing to our community.
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