Haran Rashes
Beth Israel Congregation
Ann Arbor, Michigan
5770 Rosh Hashanah Address
September 19, 2009
Gut Yuntiff.  As President of Beth Israel Congregation, it is my pleasure to welcome you home to your shul.  Whether you are here several times a week, are a regular Shabbat attendee, are back for the first time since last Yom Kippur or are new to Beth Israel – I hope you find spiritual peace in our congregation and today’s service.

Beth Israel has a great deal to offer every member of our congregation.  You may be a small child attending Tot Shabbat, a teenage member of our madrachim, a twenty something attending one of the women’s groups led by Rabbi Blumenthal, a thirty something about to walk to the chuppah, a forty something who’s kids have left the nest and you finally have the time to attend a Mishnah Torah Text Study with Rabbi Dobrusin, a sixty something who is working towards Tikun Olam on the Social Action Committee, a seventy something organizing rides for fellow congregants as part of the Beth Israel Mitzvah Connection, an eighty something who will enjoy our Beth Israel to Broadway fundraiser musical celebration on Saturday night, March 13, or a ninety something who cherishes home visits from Rabbi Dobrusin and Rabbi Blumenthal.  
Look at the HaShaliach and you will see that there is something for you here, something every day and something every night of the week.  But only you can choose to take advantage of what we have to offer.
Despite our best efforts at making this a warm welcoming and Hamish environment, you may not have felt very welcomed on our sidewalk this morning.  For six years, we have all had to suffer through the indignation of hateful and offensive protests.  While we have investigated the many suggestions we have received for ending their actions, the fact remains that what they are doing is – while offensive – perfectly legal.  The best way to defeat the message on the sidewalk is to commit yourself to Beth Israel’s Educational Theme for the year “Shabbat: Take the Time.”  Take the time to come to Shabbat Services and listen to the message inside Beth Israel rather than dwell on the message a few misguided individuals try to force you to see outside Beth Israel.  Philosopher Martin Buber once stated that “Nations can be led to peace only by a people that has made peace a reality within itself.”  If we are divided, if we fight among ourselves, the people on the sidewalk will have their victory and we will be the poorer for it.
Not only do I hope to see you on Shabbat, I hope to see you at a study session, attending a lecture, or at another event this year, 
I also hope to see each of you at least once a month at weekday Minyan services – perhaps because you have to say kaddish;  perhaps because you want to support a fellow Beth Israel member observing yahrzeit; and especially because, as Rabbi Blumenthal recently told the Board of directors, because it is the right thing to do.  As Jews we worship daily, we have an obligation to worship daily and we need nine other Jews to join us to worship.  One way I have made attending weekday minyan more meaningful for myself is by reading the Or Hadash – A Commentary To The Weekday Siddur Sim Shalom by Rabbi Reuven Hammer, copies of which are available in the small sanctuary.  In Or Hadash, I read the Sephardic alternative to the request for Dew contained in the Mincha Amida, which I feel is appropriate to share with you this Rosh Hashanah:
Bless us, Adonai our God, in all the works of our hands,
And bless our year with welcome dew, blessing, and prosperity.
May it encompass life, plenty, and peace as in the best of years of blessing,
For you are a God of goodness who grants goodness and blesses the years.

On behalf of the entire Board of Directors, Max, Ilana, and Annie, I wish you L'Shanah Tovah Tikatevu.
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