Shana Tova

My name is  Roberta Shapiro and I have the honor of being the president of Ansche Chesed. I am here to talk about Ansche Chesed as a synagogue, as an institution and as a community. 
First of all – Thank you. Thank you for choosing to be here at Ansche Chesed on Yom Kippur. Some of you may question my use of the word “choose”. Did I really choose to be here or am I here out of some sense of obligation?  I would propose that in the 21 Century, we may acknowledge obligations, but in reality we choose whether to fulfill those commitments. Many of us are not sitting next to our parents or grandparents so our need to be here to honor those relatives takes a back seat to the fact that we either chose to join this synagogue  or chose to pay to be here.  And more importantly, we all chose to be here --at Ansche Chesed --and not in any of the many other synagogues or davening communities around.   So now that you have decided to be here, I  would like you to take a moment and consider more fully what this choice can offer you.
For many of you - who  either come to Shabbat services regularly, or-  who take part in our many other activities – you already know what a rich experience being part of this community offers. You already know the opportunities for learning, for growth, for friendships and  for prayer that come with being a part of Ansche Chesed.
Others of you may say – this is it for me. Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur is all I want.  Shabbat and other holidays are not my priorities.  Now while I personally am here on Shabbat and I would love to see the room filled each week, I am realistic and I understand where you are coming from.  So let me take this opportunity to highlight  some of the other ways you can connect to Ansche Chesed, both for those of you who are not completely familiar with all we do and for those of you who are completely unfamiliar. Because there is so much going on here.
As many of you know we operate a men’s shelter here at AC 365 nights a year. This year in addition, we will create a Synagogue Social Action committee that will coordinate the many other tikkun olam/social action interests of our members. This committee was initially the family social action committee that fed our shelter guests, visited nursing homes, learned how to compost and spent a day dedicated to action on Darfur. The other areas that this new committee will encompass are the Habitat for Humanity days that Rabbi Kalmanofsky is involved with, immigration issues, our blood drives, Panim el Panim, the program we sponsored 2 years ago where we taught basic employment skills to homeless people, and our  Tzedakathan, a day of volunteering that Rabbi Kurland is organizing with the help of congregants.  This committee needs people and financial resources to be viable and effective.
Social Action isn’t your interest? But you like history. This year we are celebrating 180 years of Ansche Chesed. Our programming committee has put together walking tours of three areas of Manhattan that were the different homes of Ansche Chesed.  These tours will explore the historical and societal aspects of NY as they relate to our synagogue’s development and neighborhood changes. And these are just a few of our adult education opportunities.  Ruth Messinger and Rabbi David Rosenn will bring together social action and education in a  Shabbaton – a Shabbat of learning – in November.
If none of those are your interests either but you have a family with children, we have different educational opportunities for children from preschool to High School Teens. We have a bar/bat mitzvah program that incorporates a tzedakah collective where 13 year olds learn how to choose a charity that will benefit from their donations. We even have Shabbat gym which is a great place to hang out for a few hours during Shabbat afternoon with your children who are 7 or younger. Again, a place to get involved and a place where you can belong.
You like to sing. We have Shirei Chesed, a chorus that meets weekly for those who enjoy singing and performing.

Most important of all, we have a supportive community at Ansche Chesed that will be here for your simchas– baby namings, bnei mitzvah, aufrufs -- and for the unfortunate sorrowful  occassions – illness or death. We have a bikur cholim committee that will visit those of us who are ill and we have a daily morning minyan that provides comfort as mourners work they way through the 11 months of saying Kaddish.
All these programs can be wonderful, comforting, interesting, gratifying and life affirming. But there’s a catch- they need commitment and financial support in order to keep going.

Rabbi Kalmanofsky told a joke on the first day of Rosh Hashanah that ended with “You Jews, it’s always about the money” Actually , we are about community ,but it takes money to support and sustain a vibrant community such as Ansche Chesed.
 We need all of you to be part of our community. We want everyone here to find your entry point and take a place on one of our committees or in one of our many programs. We also need you to support the shul with a gift to our Annual Appeal. You may ask,  Aren’t my dues enough?  Unfortunately, the answer is no. Dues only make up 46% of our budget and this year, as you can imagine, more people asked for some dues relief than in previous years.  There are people in this congregation who are hurting financially, and we can’t expect them to give as much as they gave last year. But there are many people here who are not hurting and who can give generously. We need you to step up and give more than you gave last year. For those who didn’t give last year, we need you to help this time around.  The whole community needs you to choose to support the synagogue. Your pledge is an important part of our budget and will ensure that we can offer the full range of programming and services that makes Ansche Chesed unique. 
So please take your pledge card and fold down your commitment, Your commitment to this shul, to this institution, to the person sitting next to you and to this community as a whole. You can place your pledge card in the envelope provided and then in the marked boxes as you leave or give it to an usher. If you have already sent in your pledge card in the mail, then we all thank you. I would like to be able to thank everyone who is sitting here tonight so please ---take you card and make that choice and commitment.

May and your family be inscribed for a year of Life, Health and Happiness.

 G’Mar Hatima Tova.
