Karen Goldstick
2008 Kol Nidre Address 

Ten days ago was my husband’s fiftieth birthday.  
We were fortunate to be surrounded by his immediate family for the entire weekend.  
We had Shabbat dinner on Friday night during which we recited the blessings over the candles, the wine and the hallah. 
We wore kippot and sang the Kiddush.  
We wouldn’t have had it any other way.  You see both my husband and I grew up celebrating Shabbat in this exact same way and have been celebrating Shabbat in exactly this same way with our children.
But when it came time to get up Saturday morning for Shabbat services I was the lone Goldstick family member who came through the doors of this synagogue.  
I know you are all thinking that I have no choice but to be here as the president but the truth is I started attending services way before I had any aspirations of serving as your president.  
I was particularly disappointed that I came alone on that Shabbat because I intended to present my husband with one of his birthday gifts during the service, a tallit that was to replace his Bar Mitzvah tallit that had gone missing several years ago.  Oh well, he still received his gift, just not with the grand presentation I had in mind.

Why am I telling you this story?  
I want to share with you a struggle that I have as a Jew, with the hope that it will resonate with some of you or even just one of you.  
I have a debate, often a passionate one, with my father-in-law and sister-in –law on a fairly regular basis.  
Why is it important to have ritual to be Jewish?  Why isn’t it enough just to be Jewish in your heart?
I believe that Judaism has endured because of its adherence to ritual.  Ritual is something tangible that can be passed from parent to child.  
If Judaism is to survive, ritual needs to survive - and what better place to learn and observe rituals than in our synagogue home?

There are many options for increasing one’s Jewish observance.  “Wherever you are,” as Rabbi Mitch Cohen has taught in the parallel service, “try to go one step further.”  
The direction that I have chosen and would like to ask you to consider is the ritual of being part of synagogue life; the importance of being a Jew in community - this JCCH community. 
Are you doing as much as you can to ensure the longevity of the Jewish faith on a global level,

 and on a local level in the Jewish Community Center of Harrison?  
Does each of you feel a commitment to the success of our synagogue?
If ritual observance is not your thing, although I wish I could convince you otherwise – even just a smidgen - there are so many other ways to connect to Judaism and our synagogue.
As I know Rabbi Glazer often contemplates – what are the on-ramps for our congregants and where does each of you find an entry door?  
Is it through social action, led by our ever-energized Joy Avidan, who has created so many opportunities for us to repair the world – just take a look in the y’ad v’yad flyer?  
Is it through Sisterhood or Men’s Club who are always planning new and interesting events, reaching out to our college kids or supporting our youth basketball teams?  Is it by broadening your knowledge of prayer or Hebrew - now possible through one of the course offerings in our Institute for Lifelong Learning coordinated by our rabbinic intern Helena Rubenstein.  
Is it by stepping up and offering to organize a Tu bishvat Seder or a Purim Ball fundraiser – all events that have been successful in the past and would welcome new leadership.  
Or is it by learning to read trope and adding your name to the list of congregants who have joined Cantor Singer’s Torah readers.  
Or while we are on opportunities with Cantor Singer – is three part harmony your thing and would you love to sing in our choir that meets every Tuesday evening.  
Are you an interfaith family figuring out how to mix Judaism with another religion in your home and need a little support or are wondering how others have resolved this issue – join the Keruv committee or speak with Rabbi Glazer or Josh Kohn about what this group offers.  
I could go on, but I think you get the point, there is so much happening here at the JCCH that I can’t believe there isn’t something of interest for you, something that would bring you closer to Judaism and closer to us.  
A couple of months ago, the plan was for us to kick off of a capital campaign and to tell you that we are well on our way to raising millions of dollars to update our synagogue.  The plan was to display architectural renderings in the lobby and hand out sleekly designed brochures.  We were going to tell you how we intend to transform our sanctuary into a more interactive, inclusive prayer space and the social hall into a celebration space to compete with the best country clubs and fancy hotels.
But life is what happens after you make your plans and so we find ourselves in a very different place than we anticipated.  We still have visions of a new sanctuary and a beautifully decorated social hall 
and we have even raised over a million dollars towards that cause 
but our world is in the midst of a major financial crisis that will affect each and every one of us in ways that we do not yet know.  
We pray that as the crisis eases, we will emerge with a sense of perspective and renewed strength.

That is my wish for each of us and that is my prayer for us as a community.  For now, we will step back a moment and pause, take some time to reflect on the vision that we have created and share the vision of the JCCH leadership and clergy with each of you. 
We would like everyone to understand our goals and what we as leadership see as the next decade for the JCCH.  Yes, we will need your financial support, a lot of financial support, but more importantly, we want the plan to reflect a shared vision – one that you may all embrace and decide to be a part of.  One where each of you will feel that this is your primary Jewish Home.

To achieve this goal each of you will be invited to a “vision coffee”, a mini town meeting, in a friend’s home, where we will present the details and listen to your impressions.  To be most successful we hope that this will be a two-way street where we will learn how to open doors for you.  

Finally, I want to tell you that from a leadership standpoint, it feels like the JCCH has turned a corner.  No, attendance at Shabbat services is not increasing but attendance at morning minyan is steady, often with families choosing to observe tefillin b’nai mitzvah.  
Attendance at trustee and executive committee meetings has been record breaking and the number of people choosing to celebrate simchas in the synagogue is increasing.  
I am fortunate to have an Executive Committee, clergy and a professional staff that is working hard and is dedicated to our success.  There is a new generation of leadership emerging and for me as it should be for you, that is exciting and reassuring.  We still need each and every one of you to feel as we, the leadership do, and look forward to a bright invigorated JCCH future.

Before I conclude I want to tell you that the story of my husband’s birthday gift does have a happy ending.  
The actual birthday had passed and the party preparations were all set.  All the relatives were still asleep on Sunday morning so we left the house early and came to shul for minyan.  We wrapped ourselves in our tallit and prayed with our fellow minyanaires.  At the end Jonathan was asked to blow shofar as is the custom on each day of the month of Elul and then Rabbi Glazer took a moment to offer Jonathan a blessing for his special birthday.  After the blessing Jonathan was serenaded with a rousing chorus of Siman Tov and Mazel Tov.  
In this moment of ritual we found a connection to being Jewish and an overwhelming spirit of community in the JCCH.  
Such it was for us and so it could be for you.

I end with this prayer much as we affirm each week on Shabbat and appropriately today on Shabbat Shabbaton, the Sabbaths of all Sabbaths…
Open our hearts to your Torah, O Lord
And help us to fulfill our noblest desires

Bless us and your people Israel everywhere

With all that is good with life and with peace.

Amen and I wish you a meaningful fast!

Services continue tomorrow morning at 9AM.
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