




KOL NIDRE 5769 – 2008

Gud Yontif – Gemar Tov!  I heard a good one recently about a congregant who approaches the synagogue president with a grave dilemma, “You know how big of a Phillies fan I am.  What should I do on High Holy Days if it is a choice between coming to services or watching the playoff game?”  The president replies, “That is exactly why the DVR was invented”.  To which the congregant replies, “thanks, I didn’t realize you could record High Holiday Services!”  Go Phillies, right?  Always good to start with a joke.   My dear friends, what an honor it is to stand before you again as we usher in another new year joined together by the richness of our history, the beauty of our traditions, and the depth of our faith.  I make my Kol Nidre remarks to you as president in my second term of office, awed by the responsibility I have undertaken, and I am humbled by the trust that you have placed in me.  I thank you for the opportunity to be of service to this community.  


Some people ask why would you want to be a synagogue president?  My answer is “why not”.  My mother, of blessed memory, taught me by example from a very young age that not only is volunteerism important, but, that it is rewarding. Then someone will say to me that it is definitely crazy to take on a second term.  I just laugh and have no fast comeback on that one!  But, you don’t have to be crazy to be president when we have such a wonderful senior staff led by Rabbi Perlstein, Cantor Frimark, Fred Poritsky our Executive Director, Lori-An Penchansky our Pre-school and Kindergarten Director, and new to our Senior staff this year, Rabbi Aronson our Director of Congregational Learning.  And you don’t have to be crazy when we have outstanding individuals who serve on the Board of Directors, each of whom brings to the table unique and valuable points of view.  I thank you all.  I’d like to single out the members of the Executive Committee – your endless dedication is critical to the progress and viability of Ohev Shalom.  I thank you all for your strength – these are not easy issues and you deal with them wisely and respectfully.  I’d like to recognize our administrative staff, Paula Segal, Patty Witt, Carol Blakesly,  Ellie Zmuida, Elizabeth Gallagher, Jackie Baver and Naomi Godel who keep things running properly in the synagogue office  and the Pre-school and Religious School offices. I thank all of our Pre-school and Religious school teachers, and all of our maintenance/janitorial staff who keep this building sparkling.  I am especially thankful to have our Executive Director, Fred Poritsky as a true partner in the administration of Ohev Shalom.  He is always available to me and to all of our congregants.  While I am thanking people, I owe my biggest thanks to my husband Mark, for putting up with me, supporting me and being my own personal secretary, taking messages and always reminding me to return calls, because he doesn’t want to be the one blamed if I should forget!  

 Another story that I heard recently was about a synagogue president who was sitting in the sanctuary alone one evening.  She looked at the ark and said “G-d, if you are listening, please let me know”.   G-d replies, “I hear you President”.  The President asks, “G-d what is 10 million years like to you?”  G-d replies, “10 million years is like a second to me”.  The President asks, “G-d what is 10 million dollars like to you?”  G-d replies, “10 million dollars is like a penny to me.”  The president thinks to herself and then asks, “G-d, can I have a penny for my synagogue?”  G-d replies, “Certainly President, just give me a second”.  
This story brings me to our Annual Appeal.  A few years back, Rabbi established the Rabbi’s Circle.  We already have _33__ members who have committed to join Rabbi and Janie and be a part of the Rabbi’s Circle so far this year.  I also invite you to join Mark and me at the Ner Tamid level of giving. Last year there were 22 members of the Ner Tamid and when I announced the number who had joined by Kol Nidre evening, there were 10.  As of tonight there are _12__ who have responded that they want to be included.  With the support from those from last year and new members this year our hope is that we will meet and even exceed our number from last year.  As a member of the Rabbi’s Circle or the Ner Tamid you will be counted as a Benefactor or Patron respectively for our major synagogue events of the year.  You will be listed on a beautiful plaque in the Nissman/Levin Sanctuary Lobby.  To truly create a long term future for our synagogue, we need to significantly expand our Annual Appeal.   Before Rosh Hashanah, each of you received a letter and pledge card from Rabbi, me or from two members of the former Adath Tikvah Montefiore community about the Annual Appeal.  Through the willingness of each of us to contribute to the 2008 – 5769 Annual Appeal, we can provide for the entire Ohev Shalom community.  I hope that you will consider a gift level that most appropriately represents your fair share.  Our goal is 100% participation by all Ohev Shalom members.  In this way we will stand together as a community in fulfilling the mitzvah of tzedakah.  Our Board of Directors, the leadership of our synagogue, stands strongly in support of our Annual Appeal.  I thank you all in advance for your generous donations to the Annual Appeal.
This year we are once again happy to give the gift of One Community /One Book – “My Father’s Paradise” to members of our congregation.  The funds for this book do not come from our operating budget.  They come from a special endowment for Adult Jewish Learning that was established when we wrote the Ohev Shalom Torah.  I have created an Endowments portfolio for a Director at Large Board position on our current Board of Directors.  This Director will be organizing the idea of establishing endowments by gifts and bequests to help establish a secure future for our synagogue in the years to come.

One year ago our Selichot Program was an interactive program about Jews and the Environment.  The topic was chosen by Rabbi Perlstein and the program was led by my son Derek Rosenbaum.  That evening Derek charged us with forming a new committee – a Green Task Force – to explore ways to make us and Ohev Shalom more environmentally friendly.  I am proud to say that we have formed our Go Green Committee and you will notice recycling bins around our building.  I hope that all of you brought paper tonight to place in our paper recycling bin, which is located in our parking lot, and that you will continue to do so throughout the year.  Every time our bin is full, Ohev Shalom saves 17 trees from being cut down!  I would like to thank Bruce Pashko and Michael Wexler and their committee members for making this happen at Ohev Shalom.  You will also be asked to opt out of receiving the Dove Tale in the mail and instead read the electronic version. Just send an email to the Go Green Committee at gogreen@ohev.org . This is very important – if you are not getting email information from us on a weekly basis, call Fred Poritsky in our synagogue office on Fri. to give us your email address so that you will be plugged in to our communications.  Make plans to come out and support a new drama group at Ohev Shalom when they perform “Our Town” the last two weekends in March.  The Drama on Second Street group is being directed by Eric Froberg and produced by Barbara Berman and Danielle Schwartz. Plan to attend our Weekend of Wisdom, or WOW on March 13th and 14th .   I have a new program to tell you about.  We just booked the “Laugh in Peace Tour” for Thursday evening, Nov. 20th.  This will be a hilarious evening of non-political laughter starring Rabbi Bob Alper and Ahmed Ahmed.  And definitely mark your calendars for an event that you won’t want to miss – Saturday, May 2nd  when we are proud to present An Evening with Henry Winkler, AKA The Fonz, who is a televion and screen actor, director, producer and an author of children’s books.

Last year on this night I told you that in order to make Ohev Shalom even stronger and to involve more of us, we would be  launching Synaplex, - dynamic programming for all ages from tots to seniors.  The Synaplex programming offers congregants a number of different programs and/or services on special Shabbat weekends several times each year.  Synaplex is a national program – it encourages congregations to think about who they are and who they would like to reach out to, and to think “outside of the box.”  With Synaplex, we hope to provide spiritual Shabbat experiences for all of our congregants.  Our first Synaplex Shabbat was a resounding success.  Our next Synaplex Shabbat is scheduled for Nov. 1st and we are thrilled to welcome a group called Storahtelling to Ohev Shalom.  They act out the torah portion and bring it to life with our participation.  I saw Storahtelling when I was in Florida attending the USCJ Bi-ennial convention and I assure you that we are all in for a very special treat.  I would like to thank our dedicated Synaplex chairs Edie Robinson and Laurie Segal and their committee for making Synaplex a reality.  

There is something new at Ohev Shalom that we are all so very proud of.  Thanks to our incredible Pre-school Director, Lori-An Penchansky, we now have the only Jewish Infant Care Center in Bucks County with 7 babies enrolled.  Thank you Lori-An.  We are very excited to have Rabbi Aronson with us as our Director of Congregational Learning.  Rabbi Aronson will also be overseeing all of our Youth Groups and directing our Beit Midrash, Adult Education Program. He is bringing new and interesting learning opportunities to our students at Ohev Shalom.  One of these new programs is Rosh Hodesh: It’s a Girl Thing.  This is a peer program for girls that draws on Jewish tradition to give them a place to develop self esteem and a positive Jewish indentity.

Tonight I want to talk about “Energy – How we need lot’s of it at Ohev Shalom.”   And where do we get this energy?  From each of you, of course.  I’m talking about the energy of our committed members and volunteers.  This year I hope you all take the time to join in and get involved in something that interests you at Ohev Shalom.  Come out for a Sisterhood meeting, a Men’s Club breakfast or a Hazak event.  Make sure your children are signed up to attend our Youth Group events with our new Youth Advisor Jennifer Fine.  Visit our Bennett Zion Feld Library, attend minyan, or a social event.  Come to one of our wonderful holiday programs, or attend a Rock Shabbat.  Get involved with our  Hebrew School and Preschool.  Attend one of our Adult Education classes in our Beit Midrash free of charge through our Torah Endowment Fund.  Get involved with Social Action and Tikkun Olam with many opportunities including our clothing and blood drives.

  It is written in the Talmud that any person who works for the needs of the community, it is as if that person is studying Torah.  By volunteering and becoming involved at Ohev Shalom, we are bringing Torah to life.  By becoming involved and committed to a Jewish community, each of us makes Judaism come alive.  All of the programs and activities that we offer would not be possible without our single most important resource – YOU.  Our volunteers are the backbone and the greatest strength of this community.  We thank each and every one of our volunteers and admire you for your dedication and readiness to give so freely of your time, energy and talents.  I ask you to become involved.  I ask you to help make Ohev Shalom an even better community.  We offer many points of entry, many ways to become a part of the community.  I recently had a discussion with Marv Feld, our choir director.  He told me about a new member who had signed up for our choir.  How I admire that new member!  She wasn’t afraid to join in.  Actually, Marv told me that at Ohev Shalom we make it easy for anyone who wants to participate in groups and committees.  He says that all you need to do is show up and you will be welcomed. When we work together, we create a vibrant community where all of our skills and contributions are valued.  Last year we held sessions of our Leadership Institute for all who wanted to learn more and become more involved at Ohev Shalom.  I thank Hal Barrow for his leadership and dedication to this effort.  This year we are in the early stages of Long Range Planning and a committee is being formed under the leadership of Michael Schwartz.  We want to hear from each of you – our valued congregants.  We want to re-examine our by-laws and make decisions on how to move into the future.

This past year our Board of Directors have adopted the strategies laid out in the book, “The Spirituality of Welcoming” by Ron Wolfson.  I believe we learned his lessons well.  It is evident in many things like a new committee of Shabbat Greeters under the leadership of Marnie Dratch.  Each Shabbat our greeters are there to meet you at the door with a welcoming “Shabbat Shalom, welcome to Ohev Shalom”.  Our Executive Director, our Executive Committee and our Board of Directors have been standing outside to be the first ones to greet you as you arrive this High Holiday season.  At our Executive Committee Meeting last Thursday, we shared some great news with Rabbi Perlstein.  We told him about something that he is aware of, but didn’t get to see first hand over Rosh Hashanah.  We told him of the great buzz that we all noticed during these High Holy Days at Ohev Shalom.  There is a great level of excitement and energy.   Our newly expanded building has given us the space to socialize.  I saw people walking freely around our building, visiting the Adath Tikvah Montefiore Chapel, sitting on our comfortable couches and greeting each other.  We have all seen your smiling faces and it is wonderfully infectious.  You have made these High Holy Days joyful and we needed to share this good news with Rabbi.  It is difficult to truly express the happiness that I have in all of us being together under one roof this year.  I get an incredible feeling of joy each and every time that I walk into our Irv and Elaine Levin Building.  Irv and Elaine, each of us thanks you so much for all that you have given to us at Ohev Shalom.  The joy that I feel continues as I walk through our gorgeous Jerry and Zelda Gottesman Grand Hall.  I get such a peaceful feeling sitting in the ATM Chapel surrounded by the magnificence of stained glass and our beautiful new ark and Ner Tamid.  I get a feeling of accomplishment as I make my way through to our sanctuary and pass by our Ohevenly Café, our comfortable furniture in our wireless internet lounge, our amazing Sisterhood Simcha Boutique, and our new men’s and ladies rooms.  I feel that it is a dream come true.  This year as I stand up here and look out at all of you, the view is very different with our redone Social Hall and beautiful chandeliers.   As I make my way to the various services for Pre-school families, religious school families, our High School Service in the ATM Chapel and our Religious School Services in our Rothman Education Building, I am amazed at all that we have accomplished.  It is with much delight that we come together in our newly finished synagogue campus this year for the High Holy Days.   Our completed synagogue campus will be a building for generations to come – for ourselves and our children.  

 As your President I promise to be open and communicative and hope that our leadership will be connected to each of you.  The door to the future of Ohev Shalom is open to you.  This year my hope is that you walk through the door and join in.
I wish you a year of health, much happiness, laughter, and may we all find peace.  Have an easy fast.

Gemar Tov.

