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Yom kippur speech

 

 

    GOOD YON TOV

 Tonight the congregations of Beth-El Ner Tarmid in Broomhall, PA. Congregation Beth Israel in Andover, MA and Ohavi Zedek Synagogue in Burlington, VT all have something in common.  The annual President’s addresses are being given by the children of Harold and the late Bernice Brody.  As my brothers and I come before our respective synagogues to address the congregations we do so with great pride and love for Judaism and our community.  We obviously have a little sibling rivalry going as to who wrote the best speech and since I have seen both my brothers’ speeches I can honestly say, I did.  

 
You know, not too long ago I was working late at the synagogue trying to understand the various accounts and organizational structures at OZ.   I had notes on memberships, the annual appeal, the budget, the endowments, the capital campaign, Hebrew school, Young Judea and many other folders, all opened on the desk. While studying these files I came upon a little lamp and as I was thinking, I started rubbing the lamp and a Genie appeared and said as president of OZ I will grant you one wish. It can be anything. Well I thought for a moment and then took out a map of the Middle East. I said Genie do you see this land of Israel; my wish would be that Israel would have lasting peace. No more war, no more conflicts between Israel and the world. 

 
The Genie took a step back and said "The Middle East has been at war for 100's and 100's of years. Many Great Genies before me have tried to grant peace in the Middle East and could not. To be honest, I am not that great of a Genie. I do not think I can grant that wish.  You will need to think of something else. Well, I thought for a moment and looked down at all the files. Memberships not paid up, annual appeals not met, many accounts not being reconciled. Bills from Hebrew School, the House Committee, Youth Groups and the Capital Campaign. More money going out than coming in. Ok, I said, Genie my wish then is to have all my accounts in order so we can have a balanced budget and everyone contributing to the capital campaign as we continue on our journey to strengthen our physical structure and our congregational family.  The genie looked down at all the files and pondered for a moment then said "On second thought let me see that Middle East Map again".

Well I do have this wish and I do not think we need a Genie to make it happen.  

 During Rosh Hashanah I acknowledged the Phase One of the capital campaign. But the capital campaign is only part of the story.  We are richer because of who we are as a community and because of the individuals whom make up our community. Ohavi Zedek has much to be proud of.  Our future looks bright.  Our congregation is blessed with great people and it starts with our Rabbis. Their hard work and the spiritual, religious and educational guidance we receive each and every day is the foundation on which we stand.  Rabbi Joshua Chasan and Rabbi David Steinberg please stand and remain standing and I would also like to recognize Rabbi Max Wall and Cantor Jerry Held 
It does not stop with the clergy.  The contributions this past year from Sarah Klionsky, Michelle Leftkowitz, Barbara Hammond, Carol Altobelli, Raul Guevra and Jane Zucker were so numerous and their impact greatly enhanced our congregational family. Also we look forward to the contributions of our new Hebrew School Administrative Assistant, Lynn Modica.   Many people volunteered to help in the office during our transition. Would our office and professional staff and office volunteers please stand and remain standing.

 
The board spends hours each month dealing with a variety of issues that face OZ.  One of our most important decisions was to hire an executive director to help us move forward with organizational and fundraising skills necessary to bring us to the next level.  It is with great pleasure that I again welcome our new Executive Director Mike Kanarick and his wife Liz Kleinberg to our family and the Burlington Community. Please Stand.
 
And speaking of the board, I am very privileged to work with dedicated, kind and caring individuals who have the best interests of OZ first and foremost in their hearts. Would the present board members Yoram Samets, Lee Lichtenstein, Gigi Weisman, Jonathan Cohen, Leon Urbaitel, Bill Gottesman, Rick Hecht, Iris Banks, Mary Beth Bowman, Diane Rippa, Rick Wolfish, David Pearl, and our youth member Sam Alpert and our treasurer Bea Samuelson, please stand and remain standing. We also have two great board of Trustees Judy Hershberg and Harvey Klein would please stand. Also, would our past presidents, and all those who have ever served on the OZ board and our legal advisor Michael Wool please stand and remain standing.
 
 Last Spring, I asked some committee chairs to consider nominating their programs for the United Synagogue’s Solomon Schechter Awards.  These awards which started in 1949 are annually awarded to Conservative synagogues throughout the world. Sarah as the Community Education Director nominated Bubbies and Babies, Rosh Hashanah by the Lake, Torah Time and Dvar Torah. in the category of Family Education. Sarah, Ruth Baskin and Ruth Horowitz all were leaders in these programs. This summer we learned that Ohavi Zedek Synagogue was selected to receive the Gold Solomon Schechter Award in the area of family education.  Although I am not sure we have ever sent in a nomination form in the past, I do know this is the first time in the 58 years of the awards that United Synagogue remembers presenting a Gold Award to Ohavi Zedek Synagogue. Congratulations Sarah and the membership and outreach committee lead by Dana Engel and Jonathan Cohen. It is my hope that we can raise money to send Sarah and others to the United Synagogue’s annual Conference in Orlando FL.  If you were or are on the membership and outreach committee, if you worked on the Family Education programs or if you attended any of the programs sponsored by the membership and outreach committee please stand and remain standing. 

 

Two of the most important committees are the Hebrew School Committee and the Adult Education Committee.  Providing the best Hebrew education possible that does not stop at Bar/Bat Mitzvah age, but continues throughout high school and into adulthood is very important to the future of Judaism.  Continued learning is a cornerstone to Judaism as a whole.  Would past Hebrew School Committee chair Michelle Rath, present chair Susan Greenberg and others on this committee please stand, if you are a parent or grandparent of a child in Hebrew school please stand, if you are a child in Hebrew school please stand and if you ever attended Hebrew School at OZ please stand.  Our Feen Scholar Weekend chaired by Caryn Feinberg was a great success. If you are part of the Adult Education committee, participated in the Feen Scholar Weekend or in any other adult Education activities please stand and remain standing
 

There would be no Hebrew school if it were not for our fine Hebrew school teachers and Madrichim. Rabbi Joshua Chasan, Rabbi David Steinberg, Kira Bell,  Shoshannah Boray, Ellen Gittelsohn, Amy May, Sharon Panitch, Michael Rosenthal, Tammy Schechner, Ronen Schechner, Gabriel Shapiro, Elliot Sion, Michelle Slotnick, Susan Weiss, Neil Willner and “Madrichim” Ari Chasan, Chloe Johnson, Wade Kirschbaum, Weston Kirschbaum, and Lane Kisonack.  If you have taught Hebrew school or are presently teaching Hebrew School including the Madrichim please stand and remain standing. 

 Our Young Judea Youth group leaders were very active and many new programs are happening this year.  They will be providing our young people with social, educational and religious experiences. Miriam Sturgis, Fran Pomerantz and Ally Gassman, please stand.  If have been a youth leader in the past please stand. If you are an officer in the youth group or regional officer please stand, if you are in Young Judea or a parent of someone in Young Judea please stand and remain standing.

 

 For the first time this year we have a Youth Director, Miram Sturgis. Amy May who has been working along side Miriam will provide us with Young Judea programs as well as programs for youth in our community at large. A Study by Professor Steven Cohen of Hebrew University found that Young Judaea alumni are dramatically more committed to Jewish observance, like lighting Shabbat candles and being synagogue members than other American Jews. We as a synagogue need to support our youth.  Our membership dues can go just so far. When the members call for help during their fundraising events please consider donating.

 

  When you went into our lobby you may have noticed the new archives displays.  Trust me it did not happen by magic. Well maybe a little magic but that magic comes from committee chair Aaron Goldberg and his committee. Please take time this next week and notice all that is in the lobby from our past and our new painting of the Fiddler. If you are on the archives committee please stand and remain standing.
 Shimmy Cohen, Harriet Rosenthal, Mindy Evnin, Mike Goldberg and George Solomon year in and year out provide us their time and energy as leaders of the cemetery and Chevra Kadisha committees.  If you are involved in either one of these committees please stand and remain standing.
 

We rely on Rick Wolfish, chair, and the Finance committee to construct our annual budget and to keep the accounts in order. The finance committee along with Karen Paul who oversees our endowment investments and David Pasackow who works with our capital campaign investments is vital to our success. Would Rick, Karen and members of the finance committee, please stand and remain standing.
 

Our House committee is led by Gary Visco. They work hard to make sure our facility is in order and work closely with Raul.  Would Gary and members of his committee please stand and remain standing.
As you have all seen during these High Holidays, our building has undergone some incredible improvements.  Our capital campaign committee has been hard at work to ensure that we have the necessary funds.  If you are a member of the capital campaign Leadership Committee lead by Paul Growald and Harriet Rosenthal and Elizabeth Brody or the Building Task Force Committee lead by Jeff Alpert and are not already standing please stand. 

 Our Interfaith and Social Action committee provided us with a series of programs entitled “Empowering Our Elders”. This committee works with the Vermont Interfaith Action group and provides us with opportunities to increase our awareness on issues important to OZ and other faith communities. Would past chair, Michael Schaal, present chair Jeff Potash and his committee members please stand and remain standing.
 

Lynda Siegel and now Ellen Gittelsohn have brought our library to a new level.

The changes in the library have enhanced our ability to provide members with a real library setting.  Would Ellen, Lynda and members of this committee are present please stand and remain standing.
 

Big changes happened in technology this year.  We now have a server, new computers and wireless service thanks to the hard work of the technology committee led by Leon Urbaitel. You can bring your lap top and log in to your own email or Google the best brisket recipe.  Soon you will be able to have a cup of coffee and work on your computer while you wait for your child in Hebrew school. Would members of the technology committee please stand and remain standing.
 

This year our Religious committee members will be giving weekly D’Var Torah sermons during Shabbat services.  Led by Lee Lichtenstein this committee works on many issues related to religious matters.  Would Lee and his committee members please stand and remain standing.
 

 We also had other events like the Hanukkah party. I would like to thank Deb 

Lashman and her committee that provided us with a great event. Would Deb and her committee please stand and remain standing.
Many thanks to Dinah and Rebecca Goldberg who refurnished the art hanging and gave the lion a new hair due. Would you both stand and remain standing
 

Joyce Goldberg, Shirley Alpert and Jane Pearl keep up our gift shop. Other members such as   Ducky Donath, Cheryl Goldstein, Judy Hershberg, Kathy Chasen, Shirley Rutstein, Annette Lazarus, Rose Pels, Vivian Mason, Natalie Thanassi, and Bernice Edlestein work hard on the voice, in the kitchen or volunteering whenever we need them.

If you have volunteered with the voice, gift shop and kitchen or helped out with any events and are not already standing please stand and remain standing 

 

Please stand and remain standing if your family celebrated a life cycle event. Baby naming, birth, Bar or Bat Mitzvah, wedding or if you attended a life cycle event,  attended any Bar or Bat mitzvahs, weddings, or baby naming ceremonies at OZ.
Please stand and remain standing if you attended any programs here at OZ, if you are a guest of OZ, if you attended any services, including this one tonight.
 
Looking out at all of you reminds me of a story.

 “One day an old man was looking down on the beach and noticed a very young boy picking up a starfish and putting it back into the sea.  There were hundreds of starfishes lying on the beach as far as the eye could see from the previous storm.  The boy would slowly pick one up and walk down to the beach and place it back into the water. The old man watched this process for awhile and then approached the boy and said. “Little boy there are hundreds of starfishes lying on the beach for miles and you are just one little boy.  Why do you continue to do this when you cannot possibly make a difference? The little boy walked back, bent down to get another starfish and placed it in the sea. He looked up to the man and said, “I made a difference to that one.”

 

 As you stand here look around. YOU have all made a difference to the success of Ohavi Zedek Synagogue, by your efforts, your donations, and your participation. We have much to be truly thankful for and much to be celebrating.

 

Please be seated.
 

We’ve done so much without a Genie, and yet the journey continues.

Our journey moves into Phase II of the capital campaign. What are the priorities in Phase Two?  Phase Two completion will give us:
         A Fully Modernized Kosher Kitchen
        An Expanded, Remodeled Main Entry on North Prospect Street
        A Safe, Beautiful Event Area in Back of the Synagogue
        Development of the Second Floor Teen Room/Classroom so our teens can have a place to meet.
        Energy Efficient Windows Throughout the Building
        New Folding-Stackable Chairs for Major Synagogue Events
        New Chandelier in the Main Lobby to replace the one that is not functioning properly.
 
Making these important improvements to our building will help us serve our members and the larger Jewish community as a hub for Jewish learning and events. Shortly the capital campaign committee will be providing us with the opportunity to purchase chairs for OZ. For $250.00 you can have a recognition chair with a plate on the back honoring or in memory of a loved one.  These chairs will be used at major events and next year’s High Holiday services.

Tonight I would like to announce that the Sisterhood Fund will be donating $20,000 to the capital campaign to help with the money needed to modernize the kitchen.

If a large contribution doesn’t work with your family budget, I ask you to consider keeping a family Tzedakah can for OZ.  Every week put in your nickels, dimes, and quarters. Hebrew school children can give some of their weekly allowance even just a nickel. . If you gather $2.50 a week, less than a gallon of gas, a few cups of coffee, that’s $130 in a year for the Capital Campaign.  I know each of us sitting here tonight can contribute.  Please when the capital campaign calls you make a pledge that fits your life. If you can pledge in the thousands I deeply thank you; if you pledge $2.50 a week I just as deeply thank you.  We are all in this together.  It would give me great pleasure to announce next Kol Nidre that we had 100% involvement with the Phase II capital campaign.
But there are still more ways we can take care of our needs without a Genie.  Since membership dues support less than half our budget, we rely on other avenues like the annual appeal, donations and fundraising events to balance our budget.   

On October 27th our major funding raising event of the year will be held:   a concert featuring the Starline Rhythm Boys Band.  This is a night for fun and connecting with our community.  Last year, with Aaron Goldberg’s leadership, this concert raised $25,000. We raised those funds because we had major sponsorships from many of you sitting here tonight.  We need to raise that amount again this year.  It will offset expenses in a variety of places, including Young Judea programs, scholarships, regional events, and United Synagogue dues.  Funds we raise will also be used in the Hebrew School budget which cannot rely on tuition alone and to pay for a sofer to evaluate and fix Torahs that are in need of repair. 

We would be grateful if a few people here tonight could step up and be lead sponsors or sponsors for this event.   The lead sponsor amount is $10,000.  This could be done by one; two or 10 people giving $2,000 a piece.  We need you and we need you now. When our board calls you next week please consider being a lead sponsor, a benefactor for $1,800 a community sponsor for $500.00 or a business sponsor for $250.00.

 

Some of you again may think there’s no way can I afford that. I understand, I can’t either.  But I can afford to help call people who may be able to help in this area and I can afford to buy a few tickets at $18.00 a piece.  That is a movie for two.  Please, instead of going to the movies that week come to the concert.  Enjoy yourself and connect with our community. 

Here’s one final story I’d like to share with you.  
One day Samuel was teaching his young son Jeremiah about the Exodus and cited “The Children of Israel went up armed out of the land of Egypt”, and the “Children of Israel lifted their eyes and noticed the Egyptians pursuing after them, and The Children of Israel went into the midst of the Red Sea to escape the Egyptians and the Children of Israel did many acts as Moses commended.  And the Children Israel kept the covenant of G-d.”  And when Samuel finished his story he asked Jeremiah did he have any questions. Jeremiah looked up at his father and responded “Abba, when the Children of Israel were doing all of these things what were the adults in the community doing?”

 

I hope when your children or grandchildren ask what you did to help OZ you can say “I served on this committee; I helped with this event and contributed in this way.”  We need active, dedicated individuals to get involved. One major way to get involved is to serve on the board.  We will have five open seats for this coming year.  If you are interested in serving on the board please notify our nominating committee chairs Mary Beth Bowen or Iris Banks. Their phone number and emails are in the voice. We need members to serve on all our committees but especially membership/outreach. If you are interested in serving on committees please contact our Executive Director Mike Kanarick by email (director@ohavizedek.com) or by phone 864-0218 extension 26.
 Working together, we absolutely can fulfill my wish to the Genie in the Lamp for 100% participation in the capital campaign and the continued and strengthened vibrancy of our wonderful synagogue.
On behalf of myself and my life partner Martha we wish each of you a healthy, sweet and Happy New Year and may we all journey with passion, respect, and care for each other.

Yom Tov

