




KOL NIDRE 5768 – 2007

Gud Yontif – Gemar Tov! Last year, I began my speech with a joke about a new synagogue president who is sleeping like a baby – waking up every 2 hours and crying.  After my first hectic year, and being without an Executive Director for more than the past 6 months, I can relate better to the Beatles lyrics “I’m so tired, I haven’t slept a wink, I’m so tired my mind is on the blink.”

 I recently read that during the 2004 Presidential campaign, Senator Joe Lieberman took his campaign to Long Island.  As he always did while he was on the road, he went to Shabbat services with his family at the local synagogue.  After services while standing with the synagogue president greeting people, someone asked if he was a bissel mishugah – just a little bit crazy – to run for President.  Senator Lieberman responded “You don’t have to be crazy to run for President of the United States, but you absolutely have to be crazy to be a shul president.”  With all due respect to Senator Lieberman, I disagree.  Well…maybe a bissel meshugah.  (Ah…so you know some yiddush)

But, you don’t have to be crazy to be president when we have such a wonderful senior staff led by Rabbi Perlstein, Cantor Frimark, Hannah Soffer and Lori-An Penchansky.  And when we have outstanding individuals who serve on the Board of Directors, each of whom brings to the table unique and valuable points of view.  I thank you all.  I’d like to single out the members of the Executive Committee – your endless dedication is critical to the progress and viablility of Ohev Shalom.  I thank you all for your strength – these are not easy issues and you deal with them wisely and respectfully.  While I am thanking people, I owe my biggest thanks to my husband Mark for putting up with me, supporting me and allowing me to be a bissel meshugah.  I’d like to recognize our support staff, Paula, Patty, Carol and Ellie who keep things running properly in the office – and all of our maintenance staff who keep this building sparkling.  It was after an extensive search for a new Executive Director that we found ours sitting in the pews right here at Ohev Shalom.  When our Board of Directors voted to welcome Fred Poritsky as our new Executive Director, we could not have found a finer choice for a person of integrity, experience and Judaic knowledge as well as community involvement to join our professional staff.  I am especially thankful to have Fred starting in this position on Mon., Sept. 24th, and I’m not kidding when I’ve told him that I am counting down the minutes!  I invite you all to join us in welcoming Fred at an extended Kiddush on Saturday, October 13th.


It is with much joy that we come together in our newly renovated indoor space this year for the High Holy Days.  We are grateful for the many congregants who have stepped forward to make this dream a reality, especially Irv and Elaine Levin who have led the way with their most wonderful generosity.  There are still opportunities to join in and contribute. It is exciting watching the progress that is taking place with the new construction.  With the steel beams up, it’s really looking like a building now.  Or, as I heard Jeff Gordon say, “Maybe it’s just a really big Sukkah!  I realize that at times the construction has been an inconvenience, but it is a joyful inconvenience.  Believe it or not, the construction is following along on schedule and our synagogue campus will be completed this winter.  I hope many of you will be with us on Saturday, May 3 when we will hold a dinner dance to dedicate the Irv and Elaine Levin Building and the completion of our synagogue campus.  I want to express my thanks to Allen Laiter on behalf of all of us at Ohev Shalom for being our representative during the construction process.  Allen’s dedication and knowledge of this project is amazing.  Our completed synagogue campus will be a building for generations to come – for ourselves and our children.  
Recently all of you received a letter and a pledge card from myself or Rabbi for the Annual Appeal.  We already have 27 members who have committed to be a part of the Rabbi’s Circle.  I also invite you to join Mark and me at the Ner Tamid level. So far 10 have responded that they want to be included.  I thank you all in advance for your generous donations to the Annual Appeal at the level that you feel comfortable with.

Tonight I want to talk about “What Ohev Shalom has to Offer You.”   This year I hope you all take the time to join in and get involved in something that interests you at Ohev Shalom.  Come out for a Sisterhood meeting, a Men’s Club breakfast or a Hazak event.  Visit our Bennett Zion Feld Library, attend minyan, or a social event.  Come to one of our wonderful holiday programs, or attend a Rock Shabbat.  Get involved with our wonderful Hebrew School and Preschool.  Attend one of our Adult Education classes in our Beit Midrash free of charge through our Torah Endowment Fund.  Get involved with Social Action and Tikkun Olam.  Our Selichot Program this year was an interactive program about Jews and the Environment.  The program was led by my son Derek Rosenbaum who is a 2nd year rabbinical student at The Reconstructionist Rabbinical College.  That evening he charged us with forming a new committee – a Green Task Force – to explore ways to make us and Ohev Shalom more environmentally friendly.  If this is your passion, get involved. Make plans to come out and support our Ohev Shalom Players when they perform Beauty and the Beast this winter.  And definitely mark your calendars for an event that you won’t want to miss – Saturday, December 15th when we are proud to present An Evening with Alan Dershowitz, who is a Professor of criminal law at Harvard Law School and is known for his extensive published works, career as an attorney in several high profile law cases, and commentary on the Arab-Israel conflict.  He comments regularly on issues related to Judaism, Israel, civil liberties, the war on terror and the First Amendment.  

 In order to make Ohev Shalom even stronger and to involve more of us, we are launching Synaplex, - dynamic programming for all ages from tots to seniors.  The Synaplex programming will offer congregants a number of different programs and/or services on special Shabbat weekends 3 – 4 times each year.  Synaplex is a national program – it encourages congregations to think about who they are and who they would like to reach out to, and to think “outside of the box.”  With Synaplex, we hope to provide spiritual Shabbat experiences for all of our congregants.  I attended my first Synaplex orientation meeting on Tuesday evening. You will soon be hearing more about it, but if you want to get in on the ground level and join a creative team to be a part of the think tank that will get Synaplex started, please let me or Fred know.  

One of the visions and goals of our Executive Committee is to nurture new leadership among our young family members, as well as to sustain and build upon the leadership of our more senior members.  Leadership of our community, with all of its burdens and obligations, also carries with it great honor and great satisfaction.  It is written in the Talmud that any person who works for the needs of the community, it is as if that person is studying Torah.  By volunteering and becoming involved at Ohev Shalom, we are bringing Torah to life.  By becoming involved and committed to a Jewish community, each of us makes Judaism come alive.  All of the programs and activities that we offer would not be possible without our single most important resource – our volunteers.  Our volunteers are the backbone and the greatest strength of this community.  We thank each and every one of our volunteers and admire them for their dedication and readiness to give so freely of their time, energy and talents.  I ask you to become involved.  I ask you to help make Ohev Shalom an even better community.  We offer many points of entry, many ways to become a part of the community.  When we work together, we create a vibrant community where all of our skills and contributions are valued.  This year you were all mailed Spiritual Pledge Cards along with your Yom Kippur ticket.  Take a few moments to look at the cards, turn down a tab or two, or more if you like.  They will be collected at the end of my speech.  If there is something that you feel you can contribute that is not on the cards, please feel free to contact me after the holidays so that we can discuss it.  It has been many years since we have handed out Spiritual Pledge cards – since 1995 – and I want to thank Hal Barrow and Barbara Kind Berman for the work that it took to develop them.  Hal also spearheaded an Orientation Session for all Board Members this year.  He is also planning a Leadership Institute for all who want to learn more and become more involved at Ohev Shalom.  Join us for the opening session of the New Leadership Institute on Wednesday, October 24th.  As it is written in Pirkei Avot – “You are not obligated to finish the task, neither are you free to neglect it.”   
When I finished writing this speech on Monday, I gave it to my best critics to read, my husband and children.  My oldest son said, “Mom, it’s good, but you need to add a personal story”.  I quickly answered something like “I’m way too busy to add even one more thing to it.  It will have to do.”  Well, life has a way of throwing things at you.  The very next day, on Tuesday, our beautiful, sweet, almost 16 year old cat Clapton passed away.  So Rabbi, this year there will be one less pet in line to be blessed by Noah.  I’ll be there with our collie, Layla, and our greyhound, Dolly, but no Clapton.  Why do I tell you this?  Maybe there is a lesson to learn from Clapton.  I’ve been told by people that cats are distant and aloof, but not our Clapton.  He always wanted to be a part of the group and to be with everyone, a part of the community.  He wanted to join in.  And so here at Ohev Shalom I hope we are never to be aloof.  As your President I hope to be open and communicative and that our leadership be connected to each of you.  The door of the future leadership of Ohev Shalom is open to you.  This year my hope is that you walk through the door and join in.
I wish you a year of health, much happiness, laughter, and may we all find peace.  Have an easy fast.

Gemar Tov.

Now, will the ushers please come forward and collect the Spiritual Pledge Cards.

