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Gut yontif and Shabbat Shalom.
Have you ever found yourself on a country road trapped between someone who is driving too slowly in front of you and someone in a hurry behind you? It’s easy to conclude, as George Carlin has said, that anyone who drives slower than you is  an idiot and anyone who drives faster than you is a maniac. Wouldn’t the traffic move so much more smoothly if all of the other people on the road could just see the errors of their ways?
I think sometimes it’s like that in Temple. On these Holy Days don’t you sometimes feel that no one else is davening at the right pace?  How often do we feel slightly out of step when we come to the Temple? Whether it’s for Israeli dancing or Talmud study—it may seem from time to time as though everyone else on the road is moving at the wrong pace.  
Others know more than I do about this subject, but less than I do about that subject. Some are more at home with this activity or that; many people have a stronger connection to Israel, while others feel less connected. Even today, as much as we’re comforted by the familiar aspects of this service, we may miss familiar sounds, melodies, or customs of our youth.  

Do you ever feel that you’re caught in a flow of Jewish life that is not going at your speed?

Of course, on the country road the fact is that there ARE people travelling exactly at your pace. Even though you don’t see them, they are there. Maybe they are a mile ahead of you or a half-mile behind you.. far enough that you can’t see them.  
And here’s the thing: as long as you and they continue to move at that speed, you’ll never find each other. …. Think about that: if you and another car are several miles apart and moving at the same speed on the same road, you won’t meet. Isn’t that a shame? Wouldn’t it be good if you could both enjoy the journey together? 

It’s going to take two things for you to connect. First, at least for a while, you need a change of pace. One of you needs to step on it, and the other needs to slow it down. Come to think of it, those idiots and maniacs could be providing an important service when we’re looking for birds of a feather. They spur us to change speed.
Second, you need more LANES. With multiple lanes, people can eventually find the speed that’s right for them without being overly troubled by the fact that people in other lanes are travelling too fast or too slow.

So it is with synagogues. Among the institutions in the Jewish world, synagogues have been the thruways of Jewish continuity. Synagogues have been the key to Jewish survival, to the vitality of our people, and to the endurance and transmission of our great ideas and traditions.  

Here in Sharon, Jewish life moves at a dazzling variety of speeds. For those of us who embrace the wisdom and approach of Conservative Judaism, how good it is—Sucuy jn--  that we have this synagogue, now in its 70th year! Imagine what Sharon would be like without this vibrant  Conservative synagogue. 
Temple Israel is a superhighway for us – built by the devotion of leaders, clergy, staff and volunteers—donors and doers. Today we acknowledge those people who have given so much to this synagogue—those with us today, those who now live elsewhere, and those who live in our memories. Our greatest asset has always been the people of this community. We’ve been blessed by the generosity of so many congregants who have given their time, energy, commitment, expertise and financial resources to build and maintain the many lanes of Jewish involvement here. 

Thanks to you and to them, we have the array of opportunities so thoroughly presented in the Program Guide distributed last week – if you have not taken yours home yet, please do, and read about the offerings for diverse groups and interests. All lanes are open! 

No one of us uses all of the lanes, and surely we don’t use them all at once – but we all benefit from their presence. There are lanes for social action and socializing, for worship and friendship, for studying  and just for stopping. 

It’s here that we can add meaning to our lives through Acts of Kindness and Tikkun Olam, through the many opportunities for learning and for prayer. This is where we come to celebrate life’s high points, and where many of us turn for help in facing life’s bitter challenges…. And as so many of us know from personal experience, when you need a breakdown lane this shul provides one, believe me.
We have many on-ramps, though we can surely do better in providing wider, more welcoming points of access. Anyone looking for a way to connect should begin with this guide. These are the on-ramps.
We maintain our multilane highway through the efforts and generosity of so many people in this building, many in this room right now. Keeping the lanes open takes energy and it takes responsible use of available funds. 
In the past year, the Board of Trustees has approved and implemented a number of significant changes in staff and structure—rerouting the road, in some respects. We believe that these changes have already begun to enhance the experience of Congregants, and have made wise and  efficient use of our resources.
Our financial resources come from dues, fundraisers, the sale of High Holy Day tickets, social events, activities like our Gillette Stadium connection, and  of course from our annual appeal. 

I thank everyone here for so dependably meeting the obligation of synagogue dues, and each year renewing your support to sustain and improve what we share. 

Today I  come to ask for your continued involvement in the annual campaign. Many of you have already responded to the call, and I am very grateful for your decisions. The good news is--it’s not too late. The Gates are very much open. 

I encourage everyone who is able to participate in the annual campaign at some level this year—not only for the lanes you typically use, but to keep the lanes open and flowing into the future.
The cards at your seats have tabs on two edges. One side represents the financial support that is so vital to our congregation. The other side is equally important—it represents some of the ways we can change lanes, to slow down or speed up for a while, and thereby to connect more closely with our fellow Jews who want to move at our own speed. 

Please take a few moments and turn a tab on each side of the card. The ushers will move through the aisles to collect them.

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Speaking for the officers and the Board, please accept my wishes that we all be sealed for a good year when we can travel together with good health and happiness.



