2007 Kol Nidre Speech
If I have said or done anything in the past year to offend anyone, I ask for your forgiveness.  
If I have offended anyone by failing to speak or failing to act when I should have, I ask for your forgiveness.

I also ask that you share with me your knowledge, your experience, your wisdom, your suggestions. 
Most of all I ask for your continued friendship.
You may know that Rabbi Zelermyer is a big Boston Red Socks fan.  

At the Ritual Committee meeting last Monday Saul raised a question… 

What should we do if next year the Red Socks play in the World Series and a crucial game is to be played on Kol Nidre night? 

Rabbi calmly replied, "Well, that's why video recorders were invented." 

To which Saul replied, 
     "Wow!  You’re going to video tape Kol Nidre?"

This past year was bitter sweet.  We said farewell to Rabbi Perras as we welcomed Rabbi Gerry Zelermyer and Heske.

We came together for many LIFE CYCLE EVENTS.  

· We said a final goodbye to our beloved friends:  
Joe Bolton,      

Tillie Cohen,      

Regina Diamond,      

Jerry Doliner, 
Claire Engle,      

Leonard Hartman,      

Herman Levine, and    

Bernard Oxman.
· We delighted in the Bar Mitzvah of Greg Kallman and Josh Fox, and the Bat Mitzvah of Shaina Friend here at Temple Israel.  

· We were so proud of Maria, Annie and Ellie Pernicone who celebrated their Bat Mitzvah in Israel with Rabbi Perras and Cantor Becky.

 
· We were honored to witness the conversions of Dr. Raymond Crigger, Susan LeMay, and Elizabeth Fox.
· What a joyous occasion when Rabbi Zelermyer officiated at the Bris of Bennett Aaron Morse, son of Ari & Esther Morse.
We also were privileged to welcome the following new members:

     (Would you please stand as I call your name?)

Charles & Karen Cabiac

David & Sara Danziger

Marcus & Dr. Sara Droker

Barbara Fink

Ethelyn Gass

Nancy Goren

Teja James

Walter & Ruth Kahn

Susan LeMay

Adrian & Adele Lewis

Ari & Esther Morse

Jesse Paquin
George & Anita Rimler

Lois & John Sauter

Gary Sedacca

Howard & Andrea Slutsky

Rabbi & Heske Zelermyer
A year ago we had 196 members, and we now have 187.
You may have heard about a trip Buzzy and Barbara took last year.

Buzzy and Barbara were flying to Australia for a two week vacation to celebrate their anniversary.  Suddenly, over the PA system, the captain announces, "Ladies and Gentlemen, I am afraid I have some very bad news.  Our engines have ceased functioning so we will attempt an emergency landing. 
Luckily, I see an uncharted island below us, and we should be able to land on the beach.  However, the odds are that we may never be rescued and will have to live on the island for the rest of our lives!" 
Thanks to the skill of the flight crew, the plane lands safely on the island.  
An hour later Buzzy turns to Barbara and asks,                                    "Did we pay our Kol Nidre pledge check to Temple Israel yet?" 
"No, sweetheart," she responds.  
Buzzy, still shaken from the crash landing, then asks,                            "B-B Barbara, did we pay our Jewish National Fund pledge?" 
"Oh, no!  I'm sorry.  I forgot to send the check," she says. 
"One last thing Barbara.  Did - did you remember to send a check to the Jewish Federation this month?" he asks.  
"Oh, forgive me, Buzzy," begged Barbara. "I didn't send that one, either." 
Buzzy grabs her and gives her the biggest kiss in 40 years. 
Barbara was stunned.  She pulls away and asks him, "So, why did you kiss me?" 
Buzzy answers, "They'll find us!"

One of the most important lessons my Mother ever taught me was that there are different kinds of love.  She said “You won’t love your wife more or less than you love me.  You will love us differently.”  The same is true with our children and other family members.  I don’t love one more or less than another… just differently.
Now I’m going to ask you to show a special love for Temple Israel with a GENEROUS Kol Nidre contribution.  
We can not wait until a crisis exists, and then plead with you to pay for what needs repaired.  We can not wait for somebody to do something.  Remember the saying:

“I used to say why doesn’t somebody do something – until I realized… I am somebody.” Each of you is “somebody!” 
Unlike most congregations, we have NO Building Fund Assessment. 
What we do have is an aging building with a leaky roof; down spouts that all need to be replaced; the main air condition unit was just replaced at a cost of almost $12,000; another air condition unit is waiting for a new blower motor; the parking lot is showing its age; we have an antiquated audio system in the sanctuary, the carpet is showing signs of wear; and who knows what else will need fixing in the months ahead. 
Temple Israel is such a special place!  It is a spiritual place like no other!  
It is a social club; it is a place to make friends; it is a safe haven from all our worries; it is a place of learning; it is a fun place with music and laughter; it is a place where we celebrate life; it is a place to say final farewells; it is a place to make lasting memories.  
     This synagogue belongs to each of us!
We all have choices to make.  For those who come to Judaism from another religion or from no religion, as well as those who are born of Jewish parents… being Jewish is a choice that requires a conscious commitment.  
Living a Jewish life by choice is the most fulfilling kind of Judaism.  Each of you here today has made a choice to be a part of Temple Israel, and I think you made a wise choice.  With membership comes a responsibility to care for our facility.
You may hear the following commercial on TV:

A mezuzah from the gift shop… $15

Tickets to the Jackie Mason show… $45

A knish at the Duck Race… $3

For everything else we get from Temple Israel … priceless! 

Because of the special love we share for Temple Israel, please take out your envelope and bend a tab… 
NO not that tab!  
Turn down one higher than the one you were thinking of.  
If you don’t have an envelope… well don’t let that stand in your way.  On Monday, just send in or bring your contribution to the office.  
On your check, on the blank line after the word “For”… 
Write   “For love of Temple Israel.”
Barbara and I hope that you and all your family may be blessed with a year of good health, much happiness, success in your endeavors, and lots of love!  
      Thank you for supporting Temple Israel.
PAGE  
6

