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Rabbi Weinberg, fellow congregants, family and friends, I am truly honored to stand before you tonight and appeal to you to help our congregation.

On this night of Kol Nidre as we begin our Yom Kippur fast, as we ask God to remember us, I want to visit with you not about remembrance, but rather about another powerful tool of the human mind – forgetfulness.  Yes, to remember is a beautiful thing; our childhood, our children’s childhood, our parents, our friends, times gone by, yet, I submit to you today that to forget can be just as, if not more beautiful than to remember.

I literally thank G-d for the ability to forget, for the power of a poor memory.  Please, on this day when we ask God to remember us, please forget about the harsh words your child used when he spoke to you, please forget about the bitter exchange you had with your parents, your brothers, your sisters, your friends.  And oh yes, please forget about the La’shon H’arah you just heard - this one who lost his job, or that one who gained weight.  The power of a poor memory, the power to forget is truly a remarkable tool that we should all thank G-d for.

I started by telling you that I literally thank G-d for the power to forget, for it was nearly a year ago that Dafna and I checked our 4 month old daughter, Shayna, into the hospital.   We quickly learned that she would require open heart surgery to repair a large whole in her heart.   Today, I am so glad that I can’t exactly recall the sinking feeling in my stomach on that day.  I am so glad that I can’t recall the trips back and forth and forth and back to Children’s hospital.  I am so glad that I can’t recall the names of every doctor, nurse and technician who came to see Shayna during our stay in, and then out, and then back into the hospital.  Even the faces of the doctors and nurses are starting to fade; the smells of the hospital, the shape of the 3 different rooms that we called home for 12 days, all of the feelings and emotions associated with the stay in the hospital have or are fading – and thank G-d they are.  Being forgetful allows us all to start a new, fresh as if each day is a new beginning.
So, on this day when we ask G-d to remember us, I ask you to forget.  Forget about what our shul does or does not provide for you, forget about what our shul brings to you right now, for I promise that this shul is and will be here for you when you need it.  I ask for your help to insure that this shul is here for whom ever needs it.  Whether it is you, your family, your friends, or other members who you have not even had the opportunity to meet, help this shul to be present in the lives of those who need us when they need us.
It is remarkable what our congregation brings to its community and what our community brings to the congregation.  Just a few weeks ago, I walked into to shul on a Saturday morning to see the familiar site of Eric Berman ready to hand me a siddur and chumash and shake my hand as only he can, full of energy and life, full of a spirit that can only be found in shul.  While this was not surprising, what was surprising is that he proceeded to tell me that just the day before on Friday he had spent six hours receiving chemo – therapy to help him fight his battle with cancer.  The shul needs Eric Berman; Eric Berman needs the shul.

A few months ago I was greeted on a Friday night by the father of a friend of mine from grade school.  I had not seen this man at shul before, but I quickly learned that his father had passed away and he was in shul to say Kaddish.  Since then I have seen this member at shul every Friday night.  Recently in a conversation with him, he told me he has been in shul more since his father passed away then the rest of his entire life.  He proceeded to tell me how “the process” of saying Kaddish every day really works.  The shul needs this member; he needs the shul.

As I told you a few minutes ago, my family was in the hospital this time last year and who was one of the first people to call us – Rabbi Weinberg – and where was he calling from, but from the land of Israel (I’d be remiss if I did not mention the Rabbi was quickly followed by Rusty Cooper also calling from Israel).  I hesitate to say the shul needs us, but certainly I do not hesitate to say we need the shul.
Finally, let me say to all of you – each of us needs this congregation, maybe not now, maybe not in the past, but surely in the future for our simcha’s; Bar Mitzvahs, Bat Mitzvahs, baby namings, brises, weddings, Shabbats, our moments full of life and our more solemn moments.  But, more importantly this congregation needs you – our community.

So, forget about the last time our congregation asked you to make a contribution, forget about the successes and failures, the ups and downs of the first 7 years of our congregation’s brief life.  Look toward the future, toward the New Year and let me be the first person in this new year of 5766 to ask you to support your congregation to the maximum of your ability.   Support your congregation not because of what it has done for you, but because of what it certainly will do for you.  Support it because you need the shul and because the shul needs you.

Our measure of success this year will not be in terms of $80, $90, or $100,000 raised, but in terms of other numbers like, 300, 350, or 400 families.  Our success will be measured in terms of participation.  Every gift small or large is significant, and helps to insure that your congregation will be here for you.  Each year we ask for your support and each year so many of you participate and we thank you. Yet each year approximately 40% of our congregation chooses not to participate.  Nothing would be a greater measure of success, a greater sign of what kind of institution we are building together, than 300 or 400 families participating rather then the traditional 200 or 250 families.  Realize this - participation is the key, participation at a meaningful level for you and your family.  Simply put, your shul counts on funds from this Yom Kippur appeal to balance its budget.  Every year we raise more money here then any other time of the year.  Let’s make this year no different.  We raise needed funds to support, our religious school headed by our new education director Bob Westle.  We raise needed funds to support our growing preschool, headed by Debbie Romick.  We raise needed funds to support Rabbi Weinberg in his ongoing and tireless efforts to expand and enhance our programming 365 days a year.  We raise needed funds to be here to support everyone who needs the shul.
Let me conclude with a brief story about a very generous man.  He was so generous and at the same time so humble.  So humble in fact, that he did not want anyone to know that he donated any money to his shul.  He was so concerned for anonymity that when he wrote the check, he would not sign his name.  Don’t be anonymous; be present for your congregation, so that your congregation will be present for you.
