Good Yontif. 

It’s great to have Rabbi Amy and Cantor Marian with us again!  Your services have been beautiful.
It is wonderful to see all of you here today.

Why are you here?  Why today?  Why did you come here?

Certainly, we can seek to atone for our sins on other days or other places.  We don’t have to be here not to eat.

As I look around the room, I can imagine as many answers as there are people here.  But, we have one thing in common.  On this day, we want and need to be in shul, together, a community, to be a part of services just as we have done through the generations.

There is a story of an old man who lived in a little shtetl in Europe.  From the time he could hold his father’s hand and walk, he attended every morning and evening service at the shul.  In the middle of the cold, snowy winter of his 82nd year, he decided he could pray just as well at home near a nice warm fire.  A three-day absence from the synagogue concerned the Rabbi who decided to pay him a personal call.  The Rabbi was warmly welcomed by the old man who invited him to sit by the fire and have a glass of tea while they chatted.  Before making himself comfortable for the visit with his cherished friend, the Rabbi took one coal out of the blazing fire and set it upon the hearth.  The men spoke for a while and when the Rabbi got up to leave, he took the old man to the hearth and showed him that though the fire was still glowing, giving off warmth and light, the single coal on the hearth was gray and cold and lifeless.  This story poignantly highlights the importance of community…a Jewish community…your LHJC community.  
We have to be part of the community in order to succeed.  If we all are connected to one cause -- helping our synagogue -- we will have a better chance to succeed.

Why should we support our synagogue? What does our “shul” offer us as members?  Here are some things that come to mind:
· A “haimish” community, where you feel welcome
· A comfortable atmosphere which encourages learning

· A very knowledgeable Rabbi

· Interesting Shabbat morning discussions

· Warm and friendly onegs that follow Friday night services

· Monthly Lunch & Learn services 
· Collaborative Hebrew School with Temple Emanuel
· Special holiday celebrations, including, Sukkot dinner, Chanukah party, Megillah reading where people have fun coming in costume

· Adult social events, such as wine-tasting events, evenings at the Drive-In, museum visits, theater trips

· Jewish youth groups (USY, Temple Israel in Ridgewood and Kadima, Shomrei Torah in Wayne)

· Interfaith services with local churches
· “Shabbat Across America” dinners

· Tikkun Olam – support for our local Jewish community, through Mitzvah Day, as well as our surrounding community, through events such as the Ringwood Hunger Walk, and support for Israel 
As the story I told earlier points out, you can not be by yourself and be culturally Jewish.  Even just to pray, we require that there be 10 people present.  It is in our nature to be a part of a community, to come together to pray, as Rabbi Amy so eloquently put it in her second day Rosh Hashanah sermon.  And to truly be part of a community means to participate in the events and administration of that community on a regular basis.

A synagogue is many things to many people. Obviously, it’s a house of worship, a place to study, a place to celebrate as well as a place to find comfort and solace in times of trouble or loss. It helps us, encourages us, and strengthens our Jewish identity.  This is where we teach our children to be Jews in a secular world.  Over time, as we get more involved, if we are lucky our synagogue becomes a second home to us, a place where we make many friends, and above all else, a place in which we are always truly comfortable.

We all want our synagogue to be a source of fulfillment.  On Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, we look within ourselves, ask repentance for our misdeeds and make resolutions to be better in the coming year.  What finer way can we strive to be better than to become more involved in the life of our synagogue?  One person truly can make a difference.  The more you give of yourself, the more you get out of life and the more satisfied you will feel.  Set an example for your children and let them know that volunteering at LHJC is doing God’s work.   Take advantage of the wonderful things LHJC has to offer.  Make time in your busy schedule to attend our religious programs and our social events.  Get involved in something that interests you.  Join existing programs or try your hand at creating new programs and services – we are open to suggestions.  
We’re extremely fortunate to have very talented volunteers who work to make our synagogue a place we love to attend.    Your work and your contributions do not go unnoticed. Thank you for all of your help -- you are very much appreciated.  However, I must tell you, we have not had a Bereavement Chairperson for quite some time, but we really need someone to step up.  In addition, the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism has created United Synagogue’s Israel Commission.  United Synagogue is asking us to appoint an Israel Affairs or Israel Advocacy chair.  Please let me know if you can help.

You have our commitment that we will let you know what’s going on.  Weekly e-mails are sent to the entire congregation to let you know what’s happening in our schedule for the up coming week.  If you’re not on the email list, let contact Gary Oppenheimer, our webmaster.  Also, check out our website.  It’s updated regularly with all upcoming events.  Please call or e-mail me to share your ideas or your energy for our synagogue's future.  I look forward to seeing all of our members and friends at services and other events. Please come up to me and say hi.

I wish I didn’t have to make an appeal for money on Yom Kippur, but I have to.  So please, if you haven’t already, pick up an envelope, and be as generous as you possibly can.  I appeal to your good will and your desire to be part of our very special congregation.   As you look at the card, please think about how you can make this High Holiday appeal successful. It is so important to the well being of our shul. I ask you to search your heart to give as much as you can so that we can get through the year on a sound financial basis.  It is each person’s responsibility to insure that we continue to have a building in which to meet and to pray, to have great programs and a wonderful Rabbi.  Whatever you can do to help our shul will be greatly appreciated.  I am counting on your support.  If you cannot contribute money, please contribute your time. 
Thank you all for being here, thank you for listening, thank you for helping us continue our history of wonderful traditions.    

I also want to say thank you to the following families for their contributions to the Break Fast:  The Oppenheimers, The Judovins, The Spauldings, The Schweighardts, The Steinbergs, The Strausses, The Nadlers and my family.  I’d also like to thank Pat Nadler and Faith Spaulding for their help in coordinating the Break Fast.
Now, I’d like to give you some information from Jason Okin, our Community Relations chairperson, from his article in the Gazette:

The Center for Food Action (CFFA) provides a food pantry for those in need in upper Passaic County. At its Ringwood site, it also provides counseling and emergency funds for rent and utilities.  Lakeland Hills Jewish Center will be helping this organization.  During Kol Nidre and Yom Kippur, as you come inside our temple, you will see a bin to collect non-perishable food and toiletries. After Yom Kippur, the food donations will be brought to the CFFA and those who are experiencing hunger in their lives.  LHJC will also be participating in the Ringwood Hunger Walk again as we have in prior years.  Envelopes are available in the back for those who want to be Hunger Walkers so they can collect donations.  The Hunger Walk will be on Sunday October 22nd at Ringwood Manor State Park.  Walkers will bring the envelopes with donations and complete a one or three mile walk.  If you are planning to walk, please let me know.  I’m planning to send an e-mail to the congregation and I will make a plea for donations.  This is how we start off the New Year, by doing mitzvahs. Bring food. Get donations and walk with us on October 22nd, or donate to those who are walking.  Please contact Jason or Jerilyn Okin for more information.

Here is our schedule of services:

After the break, we come back for Mincha at 5:15pm
        Neilah 6:00pm
        Shofar Maariv 7:30pm
        Break-Fast - immediately after services
Upcoming:      
· Friday, October 6 - 6:00pm Decorate the Sukkah at 5:30 and come for the Sukkah dinner at 6:00 - Make your reservations. 
· Saturday, October 7 - 9:30am Sukkot Services 
· Saturday, October 14 - 7:00pm Simchat Torah celebration (it will be a lot of fun – please come)

· Saturday, Oct. 28 – Lunch & Learn

· Sun. November 19th – New member/prospective member brunch

On behalf of the Officers and Board of Trustees of LHJC, my husband, Larry and my daughter, Alex, I wish all of you Gamar Chatemah Tovah; we should all be Inscribed and Sealed for a good year, one of peace, prosperity, good health, sustenance and blessing. 
