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Theme: Jewish Continuity
Good Yom-Tov!
Let me begin with a story that I would like to share with you. A few years ago my wife and I were biking on Block Island.  It was a beautiful day when we came upon a labyrinth.  My wife suggested that we park the bikes and view the mystical magical location.  

We parked the bikes and I of course  made sure that I locked them together with one of those thick Krypton bike cables that uses a random selection of numbers…my home phone number. We viewed the mystical magical circular labyrinth….OK…interesting. Nice view of the ocean. 

We returned to continue our biking, but I could not open the lock. I tried it over and over, with my phone number, other numbers, but with precisely 10,000 unique combinations.  I was not going to get it right. This was not a good position to be in!

Luckily we, well she,  had a cell phone..…called for one of those giant taxi cabs and managed to get the Siamese bikes into the back of the cab and to town where the cable was cut.

Oh….was my wife annoyed or bothered? YES!  Did she have a few words to say? SURE! We can discuss that part later!  The point is that I replaced the combination cable with one that has a permanent key.

Why do I bring this up? 

We cannot always expect that things will work when we want it to. In our spiritual lives we need something  permanent, like a  place that will always be ready and there for us, for our Family, our Faith and our Future and the continuity of the Jewish people. 

We need and want our collective Jewish home, Temple Israel, to be there for us, not only when we need it, but when we all need it.   Jewish Continuity.

Pause:
A few weeks ago I attended a wedding in Berger Hall. How joyous were the Kallah and Chasan as they celebrated with family and friends. How amazing that the same room that is now filled with worshippers can be transformed over and over into different events.

Looking around at our Synagogue we can see that transformations take place every day. ( Both Spiritually and spatially! ) Our Sanctuary serves us faithfully for Shabbos and Chagim and High Holidays while at the same time our children participate in daily prayer, our Hertz nursery for Sabbath stories; the Sanctuary becomes the center for our annual Purim Megilah reading, for weddings, bnai mitzvot:  Jewish Continuity! 

Look at Berger Hall today, transformed into a holy place, a place of worship, along with Founders Hall, and the classrooms, and the library. Our spaces transform into places of study & discussion that help transform us, places to celebrate our Simchas, for our meetings, dinners, Shabbos Kiddush, all sacred places:    Jewish Continuity! 

Ultimately, these transformations return us to our Synagogue, that sacred place that reverberates with the spoken word. The opening prayer (mah tovu oh-lecha) gives voice to our gratitude of the sustenance of the synagogue, where community and prayer and study  spin a web of existential meaning.

That’s Continuity!

Pause:

We have all seen the ad on TV.    

The family outing;     

purchases with the Master card;

the priceless ending. 

Here is my twist to that in the context of my message for today.

Here goes!

Participating in Shabbos services and hearing our Rabbis’  Dvar:









priceless!

Listening to the sound of the Shofar from our congregants on Rosh Hashona:







priceless!

Lighting the Chanukah candles & singing the barachot with our children and grandchildren:
















priceless!

Magilah,  Masquerade,  &  Mahn Hamentash on Purim:








priceless!

Retelling the story of the Exodus at the Passover table with family:








absolutely priceless!
You know my friends – there really are some things in life that a donation to our annual campaign even with a Master Card can help keep alive…that is….Jewish Continuity…..

And especially at our Temple, The Traditional Egalitarian Conservative Synagogue of the South Shore and Boston area.

Yes… here is where the sights and sounds   are   madeleines, recalling the rich memories of our youth, with parents and grand-parents, the continuity that we so desire to be passed on to our children and grand-children.
My friends, Temple Israel has the infrastructure that helps us all maintain our Jewish heritage. The infrastructure that builds on that Jewish continuity that I am speaking about. This is where WE build so that future generations will know and build and continue that unbroken chain that has supported us as a people through the millennia. 

Here we can find spiritual meaning and dignity in our Jewish values. We can create community, support Israel, repair the world - and we can make dreams for our children and grandchildren come true - CONTINUITY!

Pause:

Here our collective past are the voices of our subconscious, which inspires and enables our future to maintain that Jewish continuity.

Pause:
Our tradition teaches that behavior takes priority over belief and that faith without deeds will not change the world. We have that opportunity here at Temple Israel to rise to that ideal. There are so many ways we can make a mark on our Jewish continuity, commitment and community. Our annual campaign is but one of such efforts.

Our annual campaign compliments and augments our dues and assures that Temple Israel is here for you!  Not just when you need it, but when your neighbors need it, when we all need it.  It is an appeal to each of you to continue supporting our synagogue so that we can maintain our continuity while building relevant programs.  

We have an unbelievable staff at Temple Israel; clergy that guide us through the seasons of our lives and help us with the tools that we can use every day to transform us as Jews and as members of this congregation; committees that are dedicated to serve and looking for volunteers; USY and adult learning, an office staff that is ready to help, an outstanding building facilities staff and of course an unbelievable Administration that works every single day to assure that we are indeed THE Temple Israel!

Each of the groups mentioned is dedicated and prepared to help maintain Temple Israel as the premiere Jewish Institution that it has become – but we need your help too.

Pause:

All of us have participated in some aspect within that community fabric we call Temple Israel. 

All of us will hopefully continue to do so. 

All of us should feel a commitment to financially support our institution.

Jewish Continuity – Priceless!

Pause

This year I very pleased to announce that we have 100% participation of  Officers and Board of Director members  in the annual campaign.  Our goal is to have ALL of our congregants participate in the annual campaign and Temple life, at ANY level.

Many of you have already pledged, and I thank you. If you have not yet done so, please turn down a tab for a pledge of any amount or, as we have added this year, an opportunity to increase your pledge, or to consider an endowment for now or in the future.  We currently have 61 participants who have joined the Rabbi’s Circle and I am also very happy to announce that we recently received two very generous endowments that are providing programming funds today! 

You may also want to participate in  committees  that supplement and complement Temple life. These can also be made by turning down the appropriate tab, and then to please pass these to the ushers in the aisle when I conclude.

Pause:

In closing, let me wish all of the Temple Israel community “Shanah Tova U’metukah”  from the Clergy, Administration & Staff,  from my family, …….. etc.

Please pass the tab cards to the aisle, while our ushers walk by to collect them.

Thank You
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