YK Day speech Monday, October 2, 2006
G’mar tov

I would like to take this opportunity to say a special thank you to our Sisterhood, Men’s Club, Youth Group and Seniors Club.  They are the heart and soul of this congregation and I would like to speak on the wonderful work they do.

But first, would all the members of Sisterhood who are here, please stand and remain standing.
Would all the members of Men’s Club please stand and remain standing.

Would all the members of our Youth Group please stand and remain standing.

Would all the members of the Seniors Club, please stand and remain standing.
This is truly amazing. These are the people who go above and beyond their regular synagogue membership to make our synagogue the best it can be, and to serve all of our members. Todah Rabah. We all thank you so very much. You may be seated.
Our Sisterhood is a place for women to establish friendships while promoting awareness of the Jewish values, traditions and education that enables them to enrich their lives and those of their families.  They make a difference in many aspects of synagogue life such as giving women a chance to learn and participate in a Friday Night Service, a Women’s Seder, and model in their fashion show. They sponsor Beresheet holiday programs for our pre-schoolers, breakfasts with Men’s Club and quality Jewish shopping experiences at the Judaica shop, Maccabee Market, Art Auction, Passover Candy sale, plant sale and at their Membership Dinner boutique.
Sisterhood women arrange for and set up Kiddush on Saturdays.  They raise money to support the synagogue youth programs, Nursery School, Hebrew School and library. They purchased a Torah for our synagogue and were a major supporter of the last Capital Campaign. They donate money to Israel while preparing and delivering Purim baskets to all of its members. It is a vibrant and diverse multi-generational group which warmly welcomes new members with open arms.

Thank you to President Vicki Granek, her board and the entire Sisterhood membership for all they do for NSJC.

--------------------
Our Men’s Club is an indispensable part of North Shore Jewish Center. They do several critical yearly “chores” for our synagogue such as ushering the HH services and erecting the congregation’s sukkah. But perhaps the thing that impresses me most about their sense of community is how they always put their best foot forward for our synagogue members.  They support them when there is a loss of a loved one by organizing and ensuring shiva minyans.  
Men’s Club is an enormous supporter to NSJC financially, as well, helping make many of our programs possible. For example, Men’s Club helped fund the new Friday Night Tot Shabbat program which is geared toward the youngest members of our congregation. Their slogan “Camaraderie, Friendship, Community” is what it means to be a Men’s club member. They are the cornerstones of our synagogue.
Thank you to President Craig Osman, his board and the entire Men’s Club membership for all they do for NSJC.

--------------------- 
Our Youth Group personifies what it means to be a member of the Jewish community and their goal is a simple one - to help our youth discover how wonderful it is to be Jewish.

These pre-teens and teens are like sponges, absorbing Jewish values from their homes, Religious School, friends and the media. This is not enough. If your children are to be the future of this congregation and the Jewish community, they must share this growth process with their Jewish peers in a supportive environment. It is about growing as Jews with others who understand our basic ethical, moral and cultural value systems. It is why our Youth Group becomes more like a family, and less like an auxiliary. 
Here your children will learn how to be Jewish through fun and games, monthly trips, summer camps, dances, synagogue sleepovers and trips to Israel, Europe and across America.  I am so proud to say that our chapter has 53 USYers, at least 10 Kadima-niks and 20 Nitzanim-ers, and is one of the largest, if not the largest, on Long Island. We must be doing something right.
Thank you to President Danielle Saunders, her board, the Youth advisors (Roselyn Turnofsky and Teddy Melnick) and the entire Youth Group membership for all they do for NSJC.

---------
Our Seniors Club organizes wonderful programs and participates in all synagogue activities providing the means for our senior members to stay involved in Jewish Life. Their programs include speakers, educators, entertainers, trips, lectures, games, kosher luncheons and, the Yiddish Club.

They contribute financially to synagogue fundraisers, the Rebbi’s Tish and a portion of their membership dues is earmarked for the synagogue general fund. And, we will never forget the Seniors for their complete commitment to our former weekly Bingo games. 

The Seniors Club is an active energetic group which meets every Tuesday morning here in the ballroom. If you’re not already a member, I encourage you to stop by and join them for one of their wonderful programs and to share in their special camaraderie.

Thank you to President Rivia Helbling, her board and the entire Senior’s Club membership for all they do for NSJC.
----------
So the question remains… why should you join one of these organizations? The answer is simple. They enable you to not JUST BE JEWS, but LIVE YOUR LIFE JEWISHLY. This distinction is critical to the future and survival of Jewish values and traditions. Through involvement with these groups we do become role models for our children and future generations. We convey the importance of the love of Judaism and set an example of volunteerism, benevolence and charity.  I personally thank all of you who devote your time and energy to the NSJC auxiliaries.
G’mar Tov.
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