Thank you, Rabbi.

L'shana tova. As Rabbi Konigsburg told you my name is Mark Adelman and I have the privilege and honor of serving as your president. I am sure that many of you are wondering how I came to be president - what qualifies me to be president.

In addition to chairing the Religious School, Budget, and Executive committees, I have been on the Board of Directors for almost 20 years and an officer for the last 10. I was Treasurer for 4 years, a Vice President for 4 years, and Executive Vice President for the last 2 years.

When I came to my first Yom Kippur service after being elected to be an officer, as I listen to then President Stuart Marofsky speak to the congregation, I suddenly realized that one day I would be doing the same thing. I would be standing up here talking to you. So for the next ten years I listened very carefully to what the presidents had to say. I listened to Stuart, then Steve Baldinger, Gary Swartz, Betty Sue Lipschultz, and for the last two years Phil Kibort.

And, I found one very consistent theme that emerged from all of those messages: no one comes to High Holiday services to hear what the president has to say. 

You don't come to hear us give a d'var torah; the rabbis are much better at that.

You don't come to hear us tell you that, thanks to the diligent oversight of our lay and professional leadership we are able to manage this one and a half million dollar operation on a very tight budget; you already know that.

And, you certainly don't come to hear us tell you we are only able to balance that budget every year with your continued support of our annual Yom Kippur appeal; you've heard that every year that I can remember. 

So I'm not going to do that.

I'm not going to tell you about those envelopes with the pledge cards in your Makzorim; you've seen them every year that you've been a member.

I'm not going to tell you to bend down the tab on the card indicating the amount you want to pledge and put it in the envelope with your ticket and pass it over to one of the ushers; that's pretty obvious by now. 

I'm not going to ask you to increase your pledge from last year by moving one tab to the right. 

Well, actually, I am going to ask you to do that.

But, I'm not going to say that other stuff. What I am going to do is; give you some information, tell you a story, and make an announcement. 

First, the information.

Exciting things are happening at the Temple of Aaron. 

Rabbi Konigsburg is our new Senior Rabbi and if you haven't had an opportunity to meet him and his wife Michelle and talk with them one on one, you're missing something special. They are both warm and extremely approachable and eager to meet everyone.

I don't know how they learned Minnesota Nice living in Florida all those years, but they did. Join us for the Lunch and Learn after Shabbat services on October 21st to get a feel for what I'm talking about. 



By now I'm sure you've all heard that we are beginning a year long Jubilee Celebration of our 50 years in this beautiful building. Under the leadership of Wendy Baldinger, Sally Lorberbaum, Gerry Frisch, and Rabbi Raskas we have more then 20 events planned between now and Hanukkah 2007. 

We started out two weeks ago at Selichot services when we honored everyone who has served on the Board of Directors for the last 50 years with a gift commemorating their service to the Temple. And, to those who were unable to attend Selichot services, I want to personally thank you for all you have done and invite to pick up your gift in the Temple office. 

We have the St Johns Bible exhibit on display now in the Greenberg gallery, and thanks to the generosity of the Skadron family we have the only female scribe in history coming here the last weekend of this month to help each and every one of us complete a Torah scroll. Make your reservation soon if you haven't already.

And, the Jubilee will kick off with the Gala Opening Event chaired by Sue and David Rosner, Florie and Bob Marvy and Barb and Steve Rutzick on Sunday night December 17th. 

There are plenty of events for everyone to participate in and to help plan. Please contact me or any of the people I named to get involved. You don't want to miss out.






And, now, the story:

A preacher stands up before his congregation on Sunday morning and says: "My sisters and brothers, I have bad news, good news, and bad news."

The congregation sighs and says "Preacher, give us the bad news." Preacher says: " The bad news is that the church needs a new roof"

The congregation sighs more deeply and says, "Give us the good news." Preacher: "The good news, sisters and brothers, is that we have the money for the roof."

Much cheering and clapping. Then the congregation roars, "Give us the bad news."

"The bad news is that the money for the repairs is still in your pockets"


And that leads us to the announcement. 








I am very pleased to announce that an anonymous donor has offered to match any increases we make to our High Holiday pledges. 

What does that mean?

Let's go back to those pledge cards for a minute. If you increase the amount of your gift, the donor will match the increase. If you gave 18 dollars last year and go up to say 72 dollars, the 54-dollar increase will be matched. If you gave 108 dollars last year and go one tab to the right to the 180-dollar tab, the extra 72 dollars will be matched. 

If you weren't't able to make a gift last year, your entire gift this year will be matched.

If you don't remember how much you pledged last year, you can make a confidential call to Ken Agranoff in the office. He will be happy to let you know how much you gave last year and take your pledge for this year. 

And, if you have already sent in your pledge, thank you. And, feel free to call Ken to increase it. 






We are kicking off our Jubilee Celebration of 50 years in this beautiful building and in 3 years this congregation will commemorate 100 years serving the Jewish community of Minnesota. 

We are able to mark these milestones because we have been blessed with the generosity of our members.

With this anonymous match, your gift can have even more impact this year.

So please consider a move at least one tab to the right.

To paraphrase a popular commercial:

The cost of a new Prayer Book - $60
The cost of running our USY program - $53000
The cost of a new roof for the sanctuary - $400,000

The cost of belonging to a shul that nurtures your spirituality and offers you a Jewish home: priceless

There are some things money can buy, for everything else there's Temple of Aaron

On behalf of my family and entire Board of Directors, I want to wish you all a year of health, happiness, and shalom.

L'shana tova







-----Original Message-----
From: Synagogue Presidents List [mailto:PRESIDENTS@USCJ.ORG]On Behalf Of
Donald Miller
Sent: Monday, October 02, 2006 10:22 PM
To: PRESIDENTS@USCJ.ORG
Subject: [PREZLIST] Presidents Speeches & Messages


First of all SHANA TOVA to you and your families. May this be a year of excellent health, of simchas, of Torah learning and Jewish living for all of us.
Rabbi Moshe Edelman

REQUEST

We have benefited from the wonderful speeches and messages from our SYNAGOGUE PRESIDENTS in the past few years. We have been able to gather the speeches and to convert them into a service to the presidents of today from their colleagues of yesterday.

We need new speeches and messages from the curent PRES LIST SERVE which can be made availabel next June 2007 to the many current and new presidents.

Please send your speeches and messages to Rabbi Moshe Edelman AS SOON AS THE HOLIDAYS ARE COMPLETED meaning no later than Sukkot or Simchat Torah we would like to receive directly to my computer this years message from scores of presidents.

EMAIL TO EDELMAN@USCJ.ORG

many thanks

moshe edelman

PS I know the regional directors will encourage their presidents as well.
