TT - Kol Nidre Appeal-2006A
It is that time of year again – KOL NIDRE EVENING

From Maine to California and around the world – every synagogue and temple is packed. The Jewish people gather in their homes away from home, their synagogues, their Temples. Communities around the world see the strength and unity of one people – the Jewish family. A synagogue, a Temple by  its very existence sends a message to the community it is in, that a proud people come together at various times of year to worship, to learn and to share mitzvahs. 
In each corner of the world, Jews gather to pray, in beautiful buildings, in basements, in apartments, Jews come together to continue a tradition, to renew their faith, to make new commitments, to contemplate changes in their lifestyle, to express sorrow, to ask forgiveness, to vow to do better and to ask for strength as they build new relationships and chart a new future.

Yes, it is that time of year again.

Synagogues and Temples have become our people’s anchor, it has always been so. It is a place that binds us. It is the bridge between the past and the future and gives us an anchor in a fast paced world. Synagogues stand as a symbol of religious freedom, they send a message to the community, that we are the Jewish people, we are important, we are proud, we can make a difference and we are here forever. 

If one doubts the significance of the synagogue in Jewish life, let us take a stroll down memory lane. 

Our history is replete with examples of mistreatment, atrocities and discrimination against our people. We have felt the lashes of the philistines, suffered through the Spanish inquisition, we have been brutalized by the Pogroms of Europe and we still live with the horrors of man’s greatest in humanity to man - the Holocaust.
AND TODAY, hatred and ugliness has raised its head once again. There are new oppressors, Iran, Hezbollah, and Hamas. These enemies of morality and the Jewish way of life continue the focus of the past with their goal – to eliminate our Jewish way of life.
It has been this kind of hatred that has focused attacks on our synagogue.  We know the reason for this. Our enemies tried to destroy our synagogue to break the linkages between the centuries, to eliminate the sharing, the traditions, and the simchas.  They tried to destroy our place of prayer, our place of learning, our place of sharing and our place of celebration. Indeed, they tried to destroy the place that binds us as a people.
Think for a moment, what Jewish life would be without synagogues. Think for a moment how the world would view the demise of Jewish life. 

Look around, they failed; thank G-d they failed. . Our synagogues and temples doors may have been closed for a short time, but they reopened because the temple is a symbol of who we are. Our hopes were never diminished and our synagogues and temples stand as a testimony to our faith. Our people stood together and Jewish life continues. 

And that must be the answer to the new oppressors. The Jewish way of life and the vibrant continuity of synagogue life stand as a beacon against our enemies. It sends a message to all; that we are a proud people who believe in our future and will always fight for our Jewish way of life. 
Synagogues represent more than bricks and mortar, more than the color of our carpeting, or the decoration of the social hall or the repair and maintenance that must constantly be made. Our synagogue represents the martyrs of the past – those who didn’t live because of who they were. Our synagogues represent our faith, our hopes and dreams. Our synagogues remind us of our parents and grandparents – who struggled to show us the way, who struggled to keep the faith, who struggled to assure that Judaism continued and that the doors of our synagogues stayed open. Our Synagogues represent that special place in our lives, and that may be the essence of who we are.
Tonight, members of Temple Torah and visitors join us. Our Temple sends a message to our community in South Florida, that Jews live here and Temple Torah sends a message to the community of our commitment to our faith and our focus on our future.

We here tonight have an obligation to help continue that tradition, to continue the legacy of our people, to keep the light of learning and sharing glowing here at Temple Torah.  

As we plan the upkeep of our home, we must plan for the upkeep of Temple Torah. As we invest in our home, so, too, must we invest in Temple Torah. It takes dollars to maintain facilities, to pay a Rabbi, a Chazzan, and an office staff. It takes your investment to prevent problems before they become emergencies. We must invest now to avoid higher costs in the future
It takes dollars to support Jewish education. Here at Temple Torah, we have an excellent educational facility. Our Torah Tots program is outstanding and begins the process of teaching our youngest children about Judaism, our history, our culture, our language and our traditions.  
Our Hebrew school, although new, has set a high standard of learning and continues to teach our youngsters who we are, what we are and why we are The People of the Book.  
Our Adult Education program opens new vistas for our members and the community at large. Its courses and speakers are broad and address issues of our people and beyond. Education has always been the basis of the Jewish people and it is alive and well here at Temple Torah.
Each of us must play a role in continuing to build the bridges to the future. How we live, how committed we are, how deeply we feel, how our deeds match our words will speak volumes to the strength of the message we send to this community.

The questions we must ask ourselves are: Do we care enough to leave our synagogue stronger and ready to meet the community’s needs? Do you care enough to continue the traditions or are our words, this evening, just words? Will you stand up and send message to the community of your pride, faith and hopes for a strong Temple Torah. Your answers to these questions will address the future health of Temple Torah.
The process of renewal and commitment can begin tonight. Indeed this is the right moment.  I do not believe this is too much to ask in light of the importance of the Synagogue in Jewish life and the importance of Temple Torah in the life of Boynton Beach. We need your support and help now more than ever.

Tonight, I ask you to STAND UP for the place that is teaching our children, one child at a time, about Jewish traditions, Jewish culture, and Jewish history, for that is our road to Judaism’s future and our obligation to our past

Tonight, I ask you to STAND UP for Temple Torah, which is open and available to you 365 days a year, in good times and in difficult days.  It makes no difference whether you come to shull regularly, monthly or on holidays. Temple Torah and its services are always here for you. It is here for you every day, for prayer, for healing, for simchas, and for learning. Temple Torah is your community synagogue. 

Tonight, I ask you to STAND UP for Temple Torah and commit yourself and your families to keep the lights of history and our people burning brightly. Let’s remember who we are and what we stand for... 

Please fold the tabs in honor of your parents, your grandparents, your children, and remember those who are no longer here. Share your Jewish pride by turning the tabs down to the highest amount possible
Please pass the envelopes, to the aisle, where the ushers will collect them. For those who have misplaced the envelopes, please call the office after Yom Kippur.

On behalf of Tobi and I, We wish each of you a year filled with good health, much naches and shalom. May you and you families be inscribed in the book of life. 
G’MAR TOV

Shalom
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