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State of the Shul–Y”K-2005


G’mar Chatima Tova.

In most congregations, there is a speech at this time about the  financial needs of the shul.  Pledge cards are distributed.  You know the drill.  But, Chevrei Tzedek is not most congregations.  Yes, we have financial needs and yes, contributions would be appreciated, and no, we won’t refuse donations, but Chevrei Tzedek is not about financial issues — Chevrei Tzedek is not about money or bricks, but it is about our people, our members.....YOU.    YOU are our concern and YOU are our focus.

Yom Kippur is a time of reflection.  Reflecting on the past year and thinking about the future.  


So, here are some thoughts on this past year.  


What a year it has been for Chevrei Tzedek and our members!

We have had some wonderful Simachot to celebrate this past year.


We celebrated the B’nai Mitzvah of
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Danny Kraft , Joshua Levey, Nir Rattner ,   Micah Goldblum,  Aviva Schwartz, Daniel Tsemach (which took place in Israel);

      Jackie Lebau, and just a few days ago, Leah Shenfeld.
 Students graduated from all sorts of schools (high schools and colleges and grade schools and grad schools) and the names of these wonderful people are too numerous to mention. 

Many of our congregants went on trips to Israel-----I counted about 35 members or families who were there this year, certainly too many to name all.


Avi Harris and Shoshana Bravmann; Charles Locke and Elissa Hazore and family; Danny Kornberg Porter, Leah and Gail Grasso, the Applebys, several Talors, several Diamant-Cohens, the Tsemach family, Leslie Rosen, Jacob Agus-Kleinman, Aviva Band, Danny Kraft, Sander Lebau, Ori Lieberman, Sam Rosen, Daniel Saltzberg, Rachel Tellerman, Sophie Solomon, Neil and Ronit Rubin and family, Harriet Rubinson, Corey Walters, The Darkow Shenfeld family, Shari Edelstein, Sally Grobani, Rabbi Reisner, and probably a dozen others I’ve left off this list and to whom I apologize.

We have had births: Matan, son of Shari Edelstein and


 Yonatan Gold, being the most recent addition, but also Alana Zunikoff, daughter of Jennifer and Rob.   Incredibly, she is 11 months old already!  And recently, we rejoiced in the announcement of the engagement of Ellen Burgin and Dan Katz, and then, David Kahn and Leonie Weiss.

We celebrated the special birthday of Mr. Abraham Glazer, with his two brothers and 3 sons, and grandchildren and great grandchildren.  I think it was the first time we had a Reform Rabbi speak from the Bimah in Yiddish, and that Shabbat, since Mr. Glazer and his brothers and our member Leo Murveit were all born in Chelm, we had more people here who were born in Chelm than any other shul in Baltimore, of this I am confident.


One Shabbat, Kristi Aho read Haftara for the first time.  Later, she did another one.  Amy Berdann read Torah for the first time in her life.  Then, she did it another time or two.  Micah Goldblum became Bar Mitzvah–of course reciting his Haftara, and then, a few months later, as an adult member of our community, he did another Haftara. Jackie Lebau led Torah service in September when she became Bat Mitzvah, and then, on Rosh Hashana, as an adult member of our community, she led Torah service again.  Josh Levey has been back to read Torah after he became Bar Mitzvah.

We have raised money, collected food and prepared meals at  Brown’s Memorial, and made donations for hurricane relief.

We have had members who were ill but thank G-d got better and continue to improve.

   Sadly, there have been losses as well, and we remember them tonight and tomorrow and throughout the years:


Sarah Jaffe Bachman, mother of Joe Bachman

Harvey Basik, son-in-law of Esther Fribush

Bernadette Behrens, mother of Donna Behrens

Debra Brill, sister of Regina Jacobs

Morris Bretton, uncle of Judy Yaillen

Claire Glazer, grandmother of Larry Levy

Cornelle Krotzer, mother of Emma Hawthorne
Chevrei Tzedek member Lee Kasinof

Betty Arluck Light, mother of Judy Yaillen

Dr. Herman Nachman, uncle of Phil Kantor.

Chevrei Tzedek member Barnett Miller, husband of Edith Miller

Ann Rubin, grandmother of Neil Rubin

Raynard Ruskin, father of Paul Ruskin
Chevrei Tzedek member Sylvia Solomon

I deeply  apologize if I have omitted anyone.

   And, we have recently celebrated the installation of Rabbi Reisner, who has met many of us and has more of us to meet—please take a moment to greet him if you have not already, and consider coming tomorrow during the Mincha break when he’ll be leading a discussion and answering questions.  Rabbi Reisner is and will be a great addition to our congregation.  His stature and learning and kindness and calm and decency is and will be a model for all of us.  He has already in just a few weeks added so much to our shul, and I have heard many positive comments about his Derashot for Rosh Hashana.  We had an enjoyable Installation Shabbat just a few weeks ago, in the low key manner in which Rabbi Reisner approaches things.  We truly look forward to his leadership, and the education, stimulation and challenges that he will present to us

   And the future?  We can look forward this next year to more B’nei Mitzvah.  Some are just around the corner....Elianna Fabiyi will become Bat Mitzvah on Chol Hamoed Sukkot (Oct. 22) and Yoella Diamant-Cohen will become a Bat Mitzvah on  November 5.  In the Spring, we will have the Bat Mitzvah of Shira Glushakow-Smith, the Bat Mitzvah of Gabrielle Levey  and the Bar Mitzvah of Daniel Solomon.  We will continue to celebrate Shabbat and Chagim together, and to perform community service together, and to learn together, as a community.  The Shabbat Limud program continues.  We have an active Youth program, thanks in large part to Bruce Yaillen and Lisa Kornberg.  We will have a Friday night Shabbat dinner (November 18), thanks to the Family Activities committee, run by Elissa Hazore and Ginny Salzberg.  We will have a Pearlstone Kallah event in the spring, organized by Larry Levey and Steve Salzberg and the adult education committee.  Rabbi Reisner will be teaching a text based class soon and an announcement of this will be forthcoming.


We will pray, learn, laugh and enjoy together as a Community.  We will support each other when times are tough. If you are not a member, give it some thought.  Please speak to Avi Harris, Judy Jacobson or Shoshanna Bravmann, who are the active and dedicated chairs of our Membership Committee.  Be a part of us.  Some effort is required, but the rewards are great.

              We have much we can accomplish.  We can study more. We can learn to daven.  We can give more to the shul and other charities. We can behave better. We can be kinder to those less fortunate.  There are many things that Chevrei Tzedek can accomplish, but we have to keep in mind what a wise person once said,  “It is not the mountain ahead that is the problem–it’s the grains of sand in your shoes.”  In other words, worrying too much about the details can bog you down.  Look to the big picture.

On Rosh Hashana we pray for a good, healthy and successful New Year. We observe various customs which are symbolic expressions for our wishes and
desires for the New Year. For instance, on Rosh Hashana night, we dip the challah in honey, instead of salt. We also dip a sweet apple in honey and say, "May it be Your will to grant us a good and sweet year."
On Yom Kippur we wear white as a symbolic gesture that our sins are forgiven.  We hear the Sound of the Shofar.
Some may assume that these symbolic acts are all that is required for our wishes to be granted for the New Year. The Magid of Dubna (the great story teller of late 18th century Poland) explains the concept with the following parable:

A poor man was once invited to the home of a wealthy man for a meal. He was overwhelmed by all the glamour and wealth that he saw in the rich man's house. One thing amazed him the most. Every time they finished a course,
the owner would ring a small bell and immediately servants would enter the room with all kinds of delicacies and foods. When they finished this course, the rich man would again sound the bell and again the servants
would enter, clean off the table and then serve the next course.

He was fascinated by this magic bell. He couldn't wait until the meal was over. The next day he went to the Polish equivalent of Home Depot, and  he bought a bell just like the one that he saw in the house. He came home and with great excitement, called for his wife and
children to sit down at the table. He placed the bell on the table and proceeded to ring it as hard as he could, anticipating that any minute now, the waiters would enter with platters of food. But ring as hard as he
would, nothing happened!

Angrily, he went back to the storekeeper and complained that he was cheated. "Why didn't you sell me the same bell that you sold the wealthy man?"

"But it is exactly the same bell!" replied the storekeeper. "What makes you think that it is not the same?"

He told the storekeeper the purpose for which he wanted the bell. "How can this be the same bell, when in the rich man's house, every ring of the bell brought food to the table! In my house, I rang and rang and not a morsel
of food was brought to the table!"

The storekeeper looked at him with pity and replied, "The bell is worthless in and of itself. It doesn't prepare nor serve the food. The wealthy man had prepared food beforehand and had waiters to serve the food. The bell
was only a reminder to the waiters that it was time to bring the food to the table. But without preparation the bell is worthless."

"The same is with our many customs," explained the Magid, "like dipping the Challah and apple in honey, and blowing shofar, and wearing white on Yom Kippur, etc. We must,beforehand, prepare ourselves with the performance of mitzvot and good deeds, especially giving charity, which act on our behalf and bring us a
happy and healthy New Year.


So, to achieve this next year, we can’t just sit there and  ring the bell and hope it happens. We have to work at it.


 So Chevrei....  A very special prayer is said on Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur in the Amidah.  You know those 3 paragraphs that start with the word, “U’vecheyn”? Well, one of them has a sentence that really exemplifies my hope for Chevrei Tzedek for this coming year, and indeed for every year.

We say .....V’Yeasu Chulom, Aguda Achat, La’asot ReTzoncha Belevav Shalem......May we all come together, as one community, to do G-d’s will, with a complete and a  full heart.

And let us say, ..........Amen.


