Kol Nidre Appeal Speech

Phyllis Adler, President SHJC

October 1, 2006

Welcome and thank you:

Thank you Rabbi, good evening and L’shana Tova.  As we begin a new year my family and I want to extend to every member of the South Huntington Jewish Center community our best wishes for health, happiness, and prosperity during the coming year.  
It is also traditional to apologize to one another at this time of the year for actual and perceived slights.  In that spirit, I apologize to each of you, on behalf of myself and my fellow officers and trustees for anything we have said or done, or omitted to say or do, which has offended you in any way.   

The past few months have been very difficult for Israel, and I am sure you all join me in hoping and praying that Israel will experience peace this year.  We will have many activities, both hesed projects and pleas for financial donations during the coming year to show our support of Israel.  You will be hearing about them over the next few months and I am sure you will all rise to the occasion and help in every way you can.
I am proud to be the president of the SHJC, because our synagogue is one of the most outstanding synagogues in the United Synagogue for Conservative Judaism.  We are a thriving, passionate, caring and loving community.  Therefore I would like to take this opportunity to recognize and say thank you to the officers, trustees, members of all the arms of the synagogue, committee members and all of our wonderful volunteers for your compassion, dedication, enthusiasm, expertise and commitment to the South Huntington Jewish Center.  
Our gratitude also goes to our office and custodial staffs for the extraordinary job they have done this past year and I am sure they will continue to do in the coming year.
So far the High Holiday services have been phenomenal and it truly has taken a small army of staff and volunteers to make this happen.  We all owe a debt of gratitude to all of these wonderful people.  
Special accolades, of course, go to our Rabbi and Cantor who have been preparing all summer for these services.  So often we take them for granted, but they are two exceptional and talented individuals, who deserve our respect, admiration and appreciation.  

Many of you volunteered to daven parts of the service, read torah, haf torah, lead young family services, blow the shofar, sing with the choir and participate in so many other ways.  You have spent countless hours studying and practicing and everyone appreciates your efforts, accomplishments and contributions to our services.  Your participation has made our services beautiful, meaningful, relevant and inspirational.  
A heartfelt thank you also goes to everyone who has worked to create this wonderful experience, with special Kudos to the members of our Ritual, High Holiday Non Ritual, Finance and Membership committees.  There were so many details to take care of and so many people did a stupendous job.  
I also want to report to you that this year the building and grounds are in the finest condition they have ever been, and we are fortunate to have the best teachers, professional and lay staff possible.  
Since last year we have welcomed three fantastic additions to our SHJC family:  

· Our youth group leader Debbie Varano 

· Our head custodian, Don Staunton  and
· Our new Religious School Director, Sherry Gutes 

We are very fortunate to have Sherry and the students of the religious school will benefit from her wisdom, intelligence, sense of humor and guidance.  The year has started very well and Sherry is currently evaluating the Religious school and considering changes.  The first change I want to share with you is that the enrollment in our totally reworked and revamped Gan (kindergarten) program has reached an all time high and we have added a second class.  We now have classes meeting from 9:30 to 11 and from 11 to 12:30 on Sundays.  Both classes have openings and Sherry has also asked me to let you know that if the enrollment goes higher she will add another section on Thursday afternoons.    Congratulations to Sherry on a great start as our religious school director.
We also have many exciting activities coming up.  We will welcome new families who have joined the synagogue this year at a dinner On Friday evening October 13.  All members of the SHJC are encouraged to attend this dinner.  Please call the office this week to make your reservation.  Then on Sunday morning October 15 during, during Simhat Torah Services, we will honor Vicki and Larry Strasser as the Kallat/Hatan Torah and Amy Zuker and Steve Schwartz  as the Kallat/Hatan  Bereshit.   Join us as we honor these dedicated members of our congregation while honoring the Torah itself!

The BIG event coming up is the Rabbi’s Gala Weekend, November 3, 4 and 5.  We will be celebrating Rabbi Jacknis’ 13 incredible years at the SHJC.  The journal ads and reservations for the various events are due in the office this week.  Please make every effort to participate and thereby demonstrate your support and admiration of the Rabbi and help make this the largest and most successful Fund Raising initiative we have ever held at the South Huntington Jewish Center.
{IV.  APPEAL}
With all the turmoil in the world and the strife in the Mideast, it is more important now then ever to maintain a strong, vital synagogue that will send the message to the world that Judaism is strong and doing well.  Over 100 years ago Solomon Schechter stated that the synagogue was an oasis in a wilderness of exile, a place where weary travelers could find meaning and companionship. It was a force for cohesion and the teaching of social values, and to support the synagogue is of ultimate significance.  
SILENCE
This past summer the Rabbi gave each board member a copy of Simon Weisenthal’s book:  The Sunflower and asked us to read it and be part of the greater Jewish community’s plan to discuss it this fall.  The central question is whether Simon Weisenthal was right to remain silent, when an SS Officer begged for forgiveness for his sins of murdering Jewish people.  The various responses discuss whether he should have forgiven the officer or spoke harshly to the officer.  In fact Simon Weisenthal was SILENT.  The question therefore becomes:  What does his silence mean?  
Throughout Europe in the 1930’s people remained silent as the German’s grew in power.  Many times since the people of the world have remained silent as evil grew and terrible acts were committed. 

What did their silence mean?  Did they approve of these acts?  Or were they showing their disapproval by not voicing their support?  
When one is silent the other party is free to interpret the silence in any way they choose.  It is possible the officer in the Sunflower took Simon Weisenthal’s silence to mean agreement:  after all he didn’t tell the officer he was wrong and evil.  Or was the officer upset that Weisenthal did not forgive him?  We will never know.

So too, here at the SHJC so many of you are silent.  We have over 1,500 individuals over the age of 18 as part of the SHJC community, but only about 200 of that number participate on a regular basis, serve on committees and make major financial donations to the synagogue.  We owe many thanks to the 200, but to the other 1,300:  what does your silence mean?  
Does it mean you think everything is great?  Does it mean you don’t like the way things are done here? or does it mean you don’t know?  


The Simon and Garfunkel song of the 60’s The Sounds of Silence, begins with the line “Hello Darkness My Old Friend”,  and goes on to talk about the Sounds of Silence:  yes, silence and darkness go hand in hand.  
We must combat this.  Other synagogues have suffered from this silence:  a lack of money and people and have forced them to close, merge or institute reductions in programming and other cost saving measures such as closing one day a week.  Synagogues in our very own area such as Hicksville, Deer Park, and Amityville have closed or merged.  As each synagogue closes a light goes out.  As each synagogue cuts back on programming activities, silence takes over.   
Then there is silence and darkness.  The soul of our synagogues will slowly be extinguished.
  We must think of each synagogue in the Diaspora as a point of light in the vast non Jewish world.  Therefore, do not let your silence cause the dimming of the light in the Jewish world.  Help make our light shine brighter and stronger.  
I believe that you are satisfied and proud of the extensive activities and programming we offer here at the South Huntington Jewish Center and want it to continue.  Help make the noise and tumult at the South Huntington Jewish Center roar.    Do not be silent.
Send the message to all that we are strong, robust and brilliant. Do not let anyone interpret your silence as they please.    Be silent NO MORE.
Tonight demonstrate your support for the South Huntington Jewish Center, the Jewish Community, and Israel by making your voice heard:  show us by making the largest donation to the synagogue that you can possibly afford and more than you have ever given before.  
Rest assured your money is needed and will be spent wisely.  Our congregation depends on the funds received from the Kol Nidre appeal to meet its financial obligations.   I am sure you are aware that your dues cover only a fraction of our expenses.  We need your extra financial help.  
It will keep our synagogue open seven days and nights a week with vibrant programming, education, study, prayer, community, outreach, charity and compassion.  Your money will support the infrastructure and allow us to continue to offer the services and Hamishe environment you have come to expect.  
It will allow us to make the statement that we are proud to be Jewish, proud of our freedom of religion in the United States and send a message to our brothers and sisters in Israel that we support them.
I am imploring you to give with an open heart tonight, give more than you have given in the past.  Stop the silence and make your voices heard loud and clear by turning down the tabs on the pledge cards and please remember that the synagogue depends on your support, generosity and Tzedakah.   
The members of the finance committee and our ushers will now circulate the room to collect your Kol Nidre donation cards.  As they do, please permit me to thank you in advance for your generosity and to once again extend my sincere wish for each of you and all of your loved ones that this New Year will bring joy, good health, and peace to your lives and throughout the world.  G’mar chatimah tovah.  May you be sealed in the book of life for a good year.
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