L’ Shana Tova Tikatayvu

I would first like to thank the Rabbi, Cantor Bender, and everyone else who has participated today in the services, for helping to make the High Holidays a very special time.  I also want to thank each and every one of you, for your presence, and your re-affirmation of your links to Judaism and to Temple Israel.


I have been president of this synagogue now for almost five months.  Just the other night, I was thinking that I am almost ¼ of the way through my administration.  I think that I actually might be able to make it all the way.


Although there are some nights that Synagogue business keeps me awake, I have to admit that being the president is really energizing.  I must tell you that all I get from members is their undivided support for the Temple.  They are excited for what we are doing and the programs we are planning.  And, more often then not, I hear people volunteering to manage programs, serve on committees, or coordinate special projects.


I am so very proud of my executive board, and the board of directors.  I wish each person sitting here today could be on the board.  Board meeting nights are intense, they are challenging, and they bring out the passion in everyone there.  It starts the week before, when I e-mail my tentative agenda to everyone.  I promise you, within fifteen minutes, I get the first response.  Within a day, I have at least fifteen e-mails with comments, suggestions, and other topics that people want on the agenda.  By the time the Board meeting begins, it is like the start at Daytona.


And you should know, this energy is its finding its way into community conversation.  When I am out and about, non-members make it a point to tell me the good things they have heard about Temple Israel.  They want to know what we are up to, they want me to know what they’ve heard.  In fact, and this is no kidding, earlier this week, the president from one of the other local shuls called me- wanting to know if he could have a copy of my speech, what was I going to say?

Another story.  Last week we had our second blood drive.  The response exceeded our expectations.  Many of the donors were not members of the Temple.  One young man in particular, who had seen the announcement at the Kosher Place, was giving blood for the first time.  Before he about passed out, he said that being at Temple Israel was exactly what he needed and what he wanted, to give blood this first time.  He felt like he was at home, he was comfortable, enjoying the company of everyone, with a group of warm, engaging people.  I have a feeling, we’ll be seeing him soon again, joining our Temple family.


I could go on and on, and actually, next week, during my State of the Congregation address, I will.  But for now, I need to make a request.  I need you to make a financial commitment to Temple Israel, above and beyond the dues that we all pay, to further the good work of Temple Israel.

There are two areas of financial commitment that I would like you to consider.  The first is the Temple Israel Endowment.  Having become president, I have learned about the importance of the endowment.  Recently, I had the pleasure of meeting with Philip Rovner, the CEO of the Tidewater Jewish Foundation, where the majority of our endowment funds are managed, along with Dr. Marshall Bonney, our recently appointed chairperson of the endowment committee.

The purpose of the endowment is to assurethe existence of Temple Israel, not this year, not next year, but ten years, twenty years, and more down the road.  If Temple Israel is important to us, and we want it to be here for our children and our grandchildren, we have to act now, to make it a reality, to assure the fiscal stability of Temple Israel into the future.  This is not going to happen by funding the operating budget, it will happen by each and every one of us considering a long-term investment in the Temple.


Everything from direct donations, to making the Temple the beneficiary of a life insurance policy, to investments that provide a return to you, with the Temple being the eventual recipient of the principal.  Please don’t hesitate to speak with Marshall, Phil, or myself, to learn how you can help yourself and the synagogue through wise financial planning.


By the way, I hope that you realize that I am talking to each of you.  If you are a senior member of the Temple, please consider how you can make Temple Israel a part of your estate.  If your family is young, please include the temple in your long-term financial planning.  It is not too early to start.


Now, in regard to the Temple’s operations, I want you to know that Temple Israel is doing well.  The last few years have been good to us- we have a new HVAC system, our debt has been kept down by reducing expenses, and congregants have stepped up to undertake and fund projects that have benefited us all.  We are thankful to the Rashkind and Rosen families for refurbishing Brody auditorium.  Just in the last few weeks, Temple members have stepped up to raise money for new playground equipment, necessitated by the Montessori school buying their own building, and taking themselves and their playground equipment with them.  

Now, I want you to see that I have to take out this next paragraph.  It was about the Brody kitchen, but, just yesterday, we were informed that the Pincus Paul Foundation has agreed to fund the renovation, expansion, and refurbishment of the Brody kitchen.  I am so excited.


All of these are precious projects- but please know, what we really need, what I am coming to your for this morning, are the funds needed to assure the full funding of our operating budget.  We try to keep our dues down so that every family can afford membership, but dues alone do not cover our expenses, they do not cover our costs.  Temple Israel is like any other charitable organization- dues provide a base, but it is donations that we count on to provide for our continuing operation.


We need $45, 000 dollars from this appeal, to fund our budget. $45,000- and I, the Board of Directors, and each of you can sleep well tonight, knowing that Temple Israel can meet our obligations to the children, to the staff, to Dominion Power and Verizon. If we raise more than $45,000, we will be able to do even more.


Once again, I am speaking to everyone.  This is my request.  I would like every single person, every family here, to think for a moment what Temple Israel means to you.  What has Temple Israel meant to you in the past?  What does Temple Israel mean to you, today?  What will Temple Israel mean to you this coming year and what will Temple Israel mean to your children in 20 years?


Please, look at the pledge card- you will see that you can pledge as little as $36, or as much as $5000 dollars or more.  There is a place to mark if you want to be contacted about a larger gift, or to receive more information about the endowment.


And, listen to this, Temple Israel needs the continued financial support of every member.  The budget needs $45,000.  But my real goal, is that today, we have 100% participation in this fund raising effort.

I request that those who have been our big givers in the past, please, give a healthy amount again today.  I request that those who have passed on this opportunity in the past, who feel that they haven’t been able to give before, that you give today- even $36, because this year, I would be proud if every one of us would commit to be a part of the Temple Family, 100% in the life of Temple Israel.


$45,000 is important, but knowing that you have been a part of today’s effort is even better.


 We will all sleep well tonight.


Thank you so much.


Please put a ticket in with your pledge card, so we know from who the pledge came, and please pass it down the aisle, as our past-presidents, with the assistance of our ushers, come to collect them.


Thank you.
