PAGE  
3

Stand up please, I would like you to take a minute and shake hands and greet he congregants within your reach some of these people will be family and some friends and some friends you haven’t gotten to know yet. 
 Thank you  

 5767 and counting! We find it Amazing! Jews will soon begin
our 5 thousandth 7 hundred and 67th year on this earth! Who would have believed this possible? If anyone had told Abraham that his people would be around this long he probably would have been astounded.

Imagine, we did this without beheading anyone, without a single suicide bomber, without kidnapping and murdering school children, without slaughtering Olympic athletes, without flying airplanes into skyscrapers, and mostly, without teaching our children how to kill themselves by becoming bombs.

We lasted this long despite 400 years of slavery in Egypt, 40 years of wandering in the desert, the mighty Roman army who nailed us to ten thousand crosses; despite the best efforts of Christian crusaders, the Spanish Inquisition, Hitler's third Reich, Stalin's gulags, five Arab wars of annihilation, 100 years of British oppression, Arab and Arafat terrorism in the Holy Land, and 800 hate-filled UN resolutions!

How did we Jews do it? We did it by concentrating our efforts on education, love of family, faith, hard work, helping one another and a passionate dedication to life no matter what evil befell us!
We must guard against losing our sense of passion and joy about being Jewish. We must instill a sense of community between our members and recognize that THIS cannot be only our parents’ and grandparents’ shul.

While we will always remain a Conservative synagogue, we need to continue to create and build upon our dynamic, progressive, and invigorating programming – But as a shul we can only do so much, we can offer programs, and can encourage participation, but in the end, we, the Congregation, must make the decision to become involved, and make the commitment to move closer to our Jewish roots.  For my part, I am suggesting that during this New Year, we all make a commitment to do one Mitzvah More – add a Mitzvah in your life, to your daily ritual, start tomorrow, Make it part of our life’s journey for this New Year 

Have no doubt, we all recognize, it's very difficult to be Jewish alone. It's very hard to take the journey by yourself. That's why we need Beth Ahm for now and the future.  It won’t happen overnight, but seeds for the future of our Temple are planted here, now.

The time and effort it takes to be an involved Jew, particularly a conservative Jew, is constantly being challenged by other interests and priorities.  Football, soccer practice or Hebrew school.  Going to a movie or davening on a Friday night.  During the week, spending a well-deserved night home, or being at a committee meeting.

I need people to step up and be part of the process.  I need people who are younger, who are older, who are thrilled with what the temple does for them, or those who are seeking improvements in different areas.  I need those of you who have just a little time to give, or those of you with more time than you know what to do with.  

Some of you take full advantage of the many programs we provide, while others come and join us for the high holidays, a Shabbat to say Kaddish, and not much more.  Nonetheless, the shul is here for you.

I realize that no one involved in any volunteer driven organization is without the same problems that I see as President of Beth Ahm.  And it almost goes without saying that I can’t imagine that there’s been a President going back to my father’s presidency or more who didn’t have to deal with exactly the same issues that I face.  Whether it was termites five years ago or carpenter ants now it’s always something.   

Typically, there is an increase in members just prior to the High Holidays.  Not all, but some of the families that join do so as their children are ready to enter the religious school.  The reciprocal of that is often true as well.  That is, as congregants discover that they have become empty nesters, they feel that the need for affiliation becomes lessened.  I propose to you that there is no best time to be a member.  Our needs are the things that change.  The role a synagogue plays in our lives evolves just as we do.  

The Board of Directors who have expressed the concern that if things keep going the way they are, we’ll have trouble getting a minyan not  just on Wednesdays, but on a Shabbat morning.  I ask you to prove them wrong.  I CHALLENGE you to prove them wrong.  As you expect a minyan when it’s your turn to say Kaddish, others count on you for the same thing.  You can’t just take without giving back.  

We have the ability to make the present relevant, to look forward, , and build for the future of Jewish life. Like those who came before us, we have made the commitment to make a difference for our generation and the next. 

The New Year is a period that is particularly suitable for reflecting on the way we conduct our lives and how we can change for the better.  Make yourself part of the solution.  Do your part to help make us a better place.

On behalf of my entire family, JUDITH, JESSICA, JAIME, COREY AND THE REST OF THE FALKIN FAMILY, CLAIRE & ARTHUR, ARLENE AND GARY AND THEIR FAMILY I’d like to wish all of you a healthy, happy and prosperous New Year.  L’Shana Tova!

