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I was told two secrets of a successful Rosh Hashanah speech. First, have a good beginning and a good ending – and have the two as close together as possible.

The second secret of a successful Rosh Hashanah speech is to include a story or two; so let’s start with one.

There once was a king who ruled a far-off kingdom and it came to pass that his daughter was going to be married. Because he loved his daughter very much and because he was a generous king – a rarity indeed – he invited everyone in the kingdom to the wedding. He further stipulated that no presents were to be given, but that each family was to bring a cask of their very best homemade wine to the party. These casks of wine were to be poured into a gigantic barrel and the resultant blend drunk by one and all. All he asked was that each family give their very best.

On the day of the wedding, the head of each household stepped forward, climbed a ladder, and emptied his cask into the communal vat. After the ceremony, the king kicked off the festivities with a welcoming speech and then held his royal wine glass beneath the barrel’s spigot as the handle was turned. To his astonishment, and the horror of the entire kingdom, his glass was filled with pure, clear water. You see – everybody figured that with so many others contributing their best wine, one cask of water added to the mix wouldn’t matter.

I am standing here today, asking you for your very best for TBT. As you will hear, many of you have already heeded the call, taking advantage of the myriad religious, educational, and social experiences that TBT provides. 

 This time of year is the time to do an accounting – an accounting of the soul. We do this on a personal level; however, it is also a time for us to take the pulse of our synagogue community and reflect on the path we’ve traveled, as well as steal a glimpse into the year 5767 ahead.

This past year has been one of accomplishment and excitement at TBT and I would like to offer you some highlights.

We continue to have an active religious school from Torah Tots to Confirmation. This year will mark our third Torah Tots for children ages 2-4. We welcome new teacher and member Amy  to our 8th grade class with 10 students continuing their religious school education here at TBT. 

Monthly B’yachad services for families are well attended and help the children practice leading prayers in preparation for B’nai Mitzvah. A curriculum change in the 6th grade class added Trope taught by the Rabbi. The Vav class used this knowledge to chant the haftorah at a service in April and they will again chant at Simchat Torah services in October. We continue to have Adult Education opportunities as well.

Last year we re-initiated our USY program with a Kadimah program for 5th/6th graders. The kids participated in many programs ranging from a swim party at the Milford Pool, to watching  the movie “Paperclips” with a discussion afterwards, to the most popular and best attended activity...the Chocolate Seder”

Deb has returned as our Youth Director and will lead both Kadimah and now Junior USY for 7th/8th graders. It is my hope, that within the next few years, we will have a vibrant youth program for children from 5th grade through high school.

We continue to have weekly Friday night and Saturday morning services as well as Wednesday morning minyan which celebrated its 5 year anniversary this year. This past December we held a special Chanukah Chappening on Dec 25th. Over 80 people of all age groups joined us at the temple for a movie, giant menorah lighting and of course Chinese food!  We have 20 B’nai Mitzvot scheduled this year including the 2nd Adult B’nai Mitzvah class held within the last 3 years. Our pool of Torah readers continues to expand under the direction of Laurie. This fall, Rabbi Druin will return to TBT on November 5th  to finish the repairs of our Torot. This will be an opportunity for all members of the congregation to fulfill the mitzvot of writing a Torah. 

Tikkun Olam- “repair the world”. This is a mitzvah-a commandment for all Jews. March 12th marked the first annual TBT Mitzvah day. TBT hosted the American Red Cross blood drive, members participated in various projects-knitting afghans for children in foster homes, decorating journals for Hasbro Children’s Hospital and putting together gift boxes for Project Just Because. Some members visited the residents at Mission Springs and our Junior Ruach performed at Whitney Place.

Mitzvah Day has been scheduled for Sunday May 6th. Let me emphasize now, that this is not just a Religious School event. It is our hope that all members of TBT will come and find an activity that they can participate in.  B’nai Mitzvah candidates continue to work on many different projects during the year and each classroom allocates their tzedakah money to different causes.

This past May at the congregational meeting, we voted to add Tikkun Olam as a board position, acknowledging our commitment of its importance in our lives.

As most you may know, over the last several years, Lynda  and Susan  have been  coordinating all of our kitchen activities from the oneg and kiddushes to the holiday festivities that involve food.  This year, they are both stepping down although still present and providing assistance as needed. Each week, there is a wonderful group of women (and the occasional man) that come to TBT each Friday morning and prepare the food for that Shabbat. This is an opportunity to help out and socialize at the same time.  

In October, the Rabbi will be leading a  Mashgiach class for any one interested in helping in the kitchen as well as learning more about the rules of Kashruth. 

This years auction was an awesome event that was organized by a great group of volunteers that worked tirelessly on each detail. The event raised almost $15,000. Our reserved seats and high holiday appeal continue to help us meet our financial obligations. The Education committee organized several fund-raisers during the year--The annual book fair and Passover candy sale, and in March, they held a Passover wine tasting and coffeehouse. There were over 70 adults sampling 40 different Kosher for Passover wines–who knew there were so many varieties? This program strengthened my commitment to have more events that adults can come to that are social and fun....and if they make a 

little money that’s not too bad either.  On that note, I hope you join us on Saturday January 6th for an entertaining evening at our Casino Night. 

We currently have 185 families at TBT. That does not include  the 25 other families that participate in our religious school that have not yet joined.

The membership committee is committed to not only increase membership but to work hard at retaining those who are already members. We are beginning a Mentor program to match new member of TBT with members either in the same town or with kids of the same age.

Recently, a Board member called me after returning home from an evening out with another congregant. They had been out to dinner and were discussing some programming ideas for the year. The congregant had thought of a program that was educational and fun. As we began to go through the calender to find a date for the program, it became apparent that our calender was extremely busy. There were very few evenings, and hardly any Sunday mornings that had did not have one activity or in most cases, several activities going on at the same time.  As Rabbi K  loves to point out--we are a 200 member congregation that programs like a 500 member congregation.  

I am not here today to ask you to give your money -that will come next week.  I am here, to ask you to share your time.

Close your eyes for a minute and picture a tree in your mind.

Draw every detail -- the fruit or the flowers growing on the tree, the leaves, the bark, the trunk, the branches, the children playing under it. Can you see it? This is your tree, because you are the sole creator of that tree.Now open your eyes. What happens to the tree? It's gone. The tree exists only as long as you will it to be. Not only are you its creator, but also you are its sustainer as well. Without you, there is no tree.

And so it is with the Jewish community. Without you there is no such thing. You are its creator and sustainer.   WE NEED YOU

Several years ago, we held Strategic Planning Meetings and asked you  for your input into the future of  TBT . We used this information to develop many of our new programs.  Our building committee is working hard to determine the best way to grow our physical plant. The beginning  of our mission statement states that “TBT is a warm and welcoming congregation that strives to be a focal point in our members’ Jewish lives”. Our Values statement goes on to say that “TBT is a welcoming Jewish community dedicated to learning, Tz’dakah and Tikkun Olam”.  And our Vision statement  “challenges our members to become active participants in synagogue life through excellent programs and leadership in a facility in which members take pride”.
Earlier, I asked that you give your very best to TBT.

Get involved at any level, whether to participate in or lead a committee,  serve on our board or join in one of our many programs, services and classes. 

Set an example for your children and let them know that volunteering at TBT is a Mitzvah.  Don’t think it’s too late for you to “step up to the plate” or that someone else will do it if you don’t.

You will find out that the more you put in, the more you will get out of being a member of Temple Beth Torah.

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you who have volunteered in the past, and to thank those who will offer their help in the future.

Each and every person who has contributed to the greatness of this synagogue has given his or her very best. Won’t you join them?  It’s good for us; it’ll be better for you.

On behalf of my husband Gary and my children Ariel and Matthew, I wish you a shana tova.
