Kol Nidre Speech – 2006
G’MAR CHATIMAH TOVAH
  I take this opportunity on behalf of all of us to welcome members, family and friends from outside of Edmonton who are visiting for the High Holy  Days, and you who have joined us for the first time this year. We would like to greet you in our shul again and again. To you chazan Howard Shalowitz, on your third visit to our shul for the High Holy Days – I must say that we look forward to the moving  gift of music that you so capably share with us. Once again, a special welcome to your mother Mrs. Eileen  Shalowitz who has come from Chicago to share services with all of us and no doubt to ensure that you are well cared for. A mother’s job never ceases.
 
I find it difficult to believe that a year has passed since we last assembled as a holy congregation to hear and feel the words and music of  Kol Nidrei – a year in which we have seen changes in our families, in our lifestyles and homes, and no doubt, for some of us , in the way we look at life and at our lives. While many aspects of our lives do change, I believe that there is one constant force in our lives – that which brings us together as a congregation. I’ve learned that life is more than simply eating, sleeping, working and playing. We have an inner need to relate to each other and to the world which to some degree we fulfill through the traditions and customs that we as a people have developed over time. I as an individual do not pretend to understand or even to be aware of all of the traditions of our faith. I find comfort and fulfillment in my life by following some of these traditions to the best of my ability. I do not for a moment believe that I am unique in this experience.  Our gathering this evening is a continuation of our ancient tradition of assembling at the Tent of Meeting during our wanderings through the desert, as well as our more recent custom of traveling to the Temple in Jerusalem with sacrificial offerings. Our method of worship has evolved down to individual prayer by we the people, with appropriate guidance from our religious leaders, as opposed to our priests worshiping for us. Our forebears established a house of assembly which, along with our personal involvement has grown to become a house of worship and a house of learning. Our house of assembly, in whichever form it existed was from ancient times a central part of our lives and continues to be even more so. Instead of being available to us only at certain times of the year, our house of assembly is open to all of us 365 days a year.  As a shul we provide services to our community that follow all the seasons of our lives. We name our children and welcome them into the covenant of our people. In our religious school and in children’s services and festival celebrations we expand on the grounding in the beliefs and tenets of our faith from that which we as parents provide in our homes. We provide our young ones with opportunities to grow and develop further and to meet with their counterparts in other cities through our Kadima and USY groups. As in much of life the learning process never ends. We provide organized adult educational opportunities in the form of classes in Yiddischkeit led by our Rabbi Qunin and by other scholars. Just stop and think – there is a learning opportunity whenever we hear a sermon. Our children marry in our shul. We provide comfort and consolation when a loved one is taken from us, as well as the environment in which we are able to perform the mitzvah of remembering our departed. In our shul we celebrate, we commemorate, we keep our faith alive. We exemplify what we teach by among other actions, reaching out to the larger community through the Walking Together program spearheaded by Rabbi Qunin, and by continuing our participation and dialogue with our Muslim and Christian neighbours which has been very helpful in fostering racial harmony in our city. We practice a high form of tzedakah by sharing our good fortune with the less fortunate through our congregational donations of food to community food banks. For many of us our shul is a very meaningful link to Eretz Yisroel, both by just being here and by supporting Kehilat Yar Ramot,  our sister congregation in Jerusalem, on an individual voluntary basis.

While we do all those things that we feel are possible and proper to enhance the lives of our members, we must at the same time maintain and improve the physical aspects of our house of assembly. During the past year we have replaced a dishwasher, we have installed a bimah lift which has and will continue to make possible participation on the bimah for those of us with restricted mobility, we have spent several thousands of dollars maintaining our air conditioning and safety equipment. We are in the process of investing in a new  photocopier, which is both a necessary expenditure and which should enable us to effect some cost savings on our bulletin and on other printed matter.  In years past we made arrangements to rent the additional seating required to meet our needs. I am pleased to report that we have made an investment in the new blue chairs in which many of us are so comfortably seated. These chairs are pleasing to the eye as well as the body and they will save us money in the relatively near future.  We have effected some repairs to the shul residence and we will be replacing a 50 year old furnace before the snow flies.
I need not remind us that this is our shul. It is not the shul of our executive, our board, our employees or any one person. Beth Shalom and her people have with pride and strength served our community, which is us, for years, decades, generations and even lifetimes. We do our best to manage frugally and to maintain our human and physical bases and continue to provide relevance, meaning and service in as many aspects of the word as possible. As is the case for so many not for profit entities, our membership fees do not cover our necessary operating expenses. We look at our budgetary needs, we do our best to set dues levels that fall within the means of our members, and we turn no one away for any reason. Accordingly we must supplement our operating resources in many different ways, one of which is the tradition of generosity on this, the holiest evening of the year, a tradition that has been so strong in the past and has become a pillar keeping alive the dreams of our founders and the aims and causes of Judaism. I know we will all look into our hearts and show our support for these important works in a very meaningful way. I am asking you to fold over the tab on your pledge card to which your heart directs you. Let us continue to show strong support for Beth Shalom. I thank us all deeply for enabling our shul to continue our good works.


Nothing would happen at Beth Shalom without the human element. Our volunteers, too numerous to recognize individually, have given countless hours of their time attending meetings, making the decisions that keep our shul on track and looking to the future. To name but a few of the myriad of volunteer activities, we’ve stuffed envelopes, fundraised, ushered and taken part in leading services. We thank all of you. I would like to give special mention to two dedicated individuals, Dr. Jerry Katz and Josh BenSimon who, week in, week out, read Torah. We acknowledge our religious school teachers Andrew Gow, Irwin Huberman, Nili Berner, Cantor David Mannes, Samantha Mannes, Abby Landau and youth leader Talya Weiner.

It goes without saying that we depend on a highly skilled group of people who make our day to day operations run so smoothly, Rabbi Qunin, together with Tybie Floom, Lorraine Gardner, Helena Khazanovsky, Karen Goldstein, Robert Cummings and our caterers Mary and Vera. Working together our staff and volunteers continue to make Beth Shalom a place of gathering that is warm, inviting, and that has meaning for everyone.


We ensure that our premises and the people involved in our day to day operations work together to the best of their ability. We must at the same time give thought to those important items with which we practice our religion. I speak of our ritual objects. Years of constant usage have taken their toll on many of these items and it is time to repair and replace. A goodly number of the sifrot Torah owned by our shul are in a condition such that the script is somewhat illegible and the parchment is suffering from the ravages of time – I understand that they are in a condition where it is questionable whether or not they are still kosher. As most of us are aware, we have commissioned the creation of a new Sefer Torah which is to be delivered and dedicated next March, in time for our 75th anniversary celebrations. Barry & Ida Katz and family have most generously committed to donate the costs of beginning this process of renewal.  Together with the Katz family we have the opportunity to fulfill the mitzvah of writing our own Sefer Torah. Some of us have already performed this mitzvah here in our shul. The next opportunity to participate in this meaningful process will arise during the period of November 5th to 9th, when Neil Yerman our sofer, will be here to share many insights and to provide learning experiences as well as to guide us in this act of creation. In the meantime Dr. Jerry Katz has generously loaned to us his Sefer Torah, which we see in use every Shabbat. We encourage all of our members to take this special opportunity to participate in this mitzvah.

On behalf of our Board of Trustees and staff, I wish all of us a year of health, contentment and fulfillment, - that it be a year of peace and security, - in Israel and throughout the world.

                                     G’MAR CHATIMAH TOVA!

                      MAY WE ALL HAVE A MEANINGFUL FAST!

I would ask that you now hand your pledge cards to the centre, and that the ushers collect them.

