KOL NIDRE APPEAL

One night the rabbi, the chazzan and the president of a shul were having a meeting in the shul. A thief entered the building and came upon the three of them. He said to them that since they had seen him and could identify him, he would have to kill them but he would give each of them one last wish. The rabbi said that last year he had given the most wonderful sermon on Yom Kippur, a full hour and a half and he wanted to give it one last time. The chazzan said that last year he had chanted the most beautiful Kol Nidre, it also took an hour and a half. He wanted the chance to do it one more time. The thief looked at the president and asked his last wish. He said, "Kill me now!"

“Kill me now” is how I felt when I first realized I’d be delivering this speech this year.  This is the annual speech begging you for more money.  I’m just going to get to the point here: as per usual, we need money.  In fact, anyone carrying money, since you’re not suppose to on yontif, just quietly place all your cash and change under your seats and we’ll collect it later . . . For those of you who would rather complete the cards we have conveniently placed on the back of the seat in front of you, we’ll discuss that in a little bit.

I’d like to start by reminding you of all the wonderful things here at Emanuel Synagogue.

As a house of prayer, we have services, lots of services! We have daily services every morning of the week.  By the way, we are the only congregation in Oklahoma who can make that claim.  We have a full complement of Shabbat services, Friday night, Saturday morning, and Saturday evening.  Friday night services might be traditional, Friday Night Live, or led by our children.  Saturday morning is traditional, with an amazing parallel service being held for, and by, our students, during the school year.  Periodically, we also have services for our very youngest members.  Further, no holiday or holy day goes by without special recognition and observance.
As a house of study, we have something for every age.  For years we have had a top-notch Hebrew School, and this year we have set our standards higher and committed them to writing.  We participate fully in the Intercongregational Sunday School and Confirmation Academy.  We have a vibrant adult B’nai Mitzvah class, giving many of our adults a chance to obtain the same type of Hebrew education our children get.  This year we are adding something new, a parent-tot Hebrew class.  We also offer various other adult education programs and opportunities throughout the year.    

As a house of gathering, our Middle School and High-School aged kids participate fully in USY.  We host Shabbat dinners, and have the opportunity to gather as a family to acknowledge one another’s lifecycle events.  Our Sisterhood is vibrant, dynamic, and our Men’s Club offers many benefits to its members, as well as to the Community.  We have all sorts of committees, and they have all sorts of meetings.  There is truly an opportunity for anyone who wants to be involved. 

All these things take money.  This gets me back to the “kill me now part”…

Dues only cover a part of the Synagogue’s expenses.  In the Prayer for the Congregation we read every Shabbat, we mention several expenses.  One that has really affected us the past few years has been “funds for heat and light”.  Our building is large, and it costs a lot to keep it running; not only energy costs, but maintenance, too.  Let alone updating it.  Another substantial expense related to the building is insurance.  Think about the increases in your own personal expenses for energy costs and insurance the last few years.  

Now, consider the expenses for Emanuel.  Our annual utility bills exceed $25,000.  And our insurance approached $30,000 this year.  

This year, we asked people to increase their dues commitment.  Many did so, and dues rose somewhat.  But unfortunately, not enough to enable us to do all I’d like us to do.  To put it simply, Emanuel needs your help so we can continue to offer what we have in the past, as well as to expand our offerings.    

Now for the real begging … search your souls, and do something extra and special for your synagogue.  This is your chance to start the year off right.  So think for a minute, and then turn down a tab on the pledge card on the back of the seat in front of you.  

Think about what Emanuel does provide, and could provide, and fold down the tab accordingly.  After you have done so, please close your envelope and pass it to the center aisle so that the ushers may collect them.  

If any guests in our synagogue this evening wish to make a contribution, please ask an usher for an envelope, and mail it back to the synagogue after Yom Kippur.

On behalf of the members of Emanuel Synagogue, I thank you for your support.  

La Shana Tova 

