I always breathe a sigh of relief when my family and I finally reach this place on Kol Nidre night.  There is so much to be done to get ready, and everyone seems to be rushing in from several different directions… and so we arrive, breathing fast, running hard, here at last!!!   And this is the story of all of us, not only here, but all over the world… We all rush to gather, so that we can pray, fast, and repent….so that we can ask to be sealed in the book of life for yet another year.

But, not everyone is here.  Each of us, particularly on this day, can see and feel the emptiness where good neighbors, faithful friends, and adored loved ones once occupied space beside us….those individuals who are no longer with us on this earth today.  Yet we read in our prayer books about averting the evil decree only by praying, fasting and repenting, and the five year old child that lives deep inside each one of us wonders…Did they die because they did not observe the High Holidays zealously enough?  Were their prayers not sincere?  Did they fail to be truly sorry?  
As adults, we know better than to think those thoughts.  We know that a season is set for everything…there is a time to live and a time to die…and that this adventure we call life will come to an end for all of us in time, no matter how zealously we try to do all the right things—no matter how fervently we pray or how sincerely we repent.

Yet, we keep asking to be sealed in the book, imploring God to seal us in the book. But is it G-d’s action that writes our name there, or is it our own?  In my opinion, there is only one surefire way to be sealed in that book.  And that is for each of us to live each day as if it were the only day, to throw ourselves into whatever we have chosen to do with vigor, commitment and passion.  To be sealed in the book of life, we must seize the opportunities that G-d has provided us to give of our time, our talents and our resources—unstintingly--to our families, to our synagogue, to Israel, to the world.  
Now, obviously, at this time of the year, as your president, I particularly hope that you will designate some of your resources to our Kol Nidre appeal.  Our synagogue is committed to providing multiple opportunities for the community and our congregants to join us in prayer, study, social action and socializing, and keeping this building running so that all of these activities can occur costs lots of money—more each year.  Indeed, we count on your Kol Nidre dollars as we build our budget annually, so I beg of you…please be as generous as you can in this regard.  If you have not already made your Kol Nidre pledge or if you would like to increase your pledge, there are cards at your seats that will give you that opportunity right now.   Just place the label from your High Holiday ticket on the pledge card, fold down the appropriate tab, and turn the card in to our ushers who are available to pick these up.  
But in addition to supporting this Kol Nidre appeal, the staff, your Board of Directors and I hope and pray that this year you will also commit some of your time and your energy to the work of the synagogue, for there is much to be done.  We have standing committees that cry out for chairs, as well as for participating members.  We have a Long Range Strategic plan in place, but that plan is just words on paper without the physical, mental and emotional involvement of each of you.  Don’t wait to be asked to help…volunteer your time, your talent and your resources to the one Jewish organization that is here for you through all the life cycle events in your life and in the lives of those you love.
Remember, we each seal ourselves in the Book of Life, by the act of living fully and completely and generously every day—using the gifts that G-d has bestowed upon us.  Only by so doing, will the days of our lives be meaningful and rich.  In our Bible, we are taught that giving helps the recipient, but it benefits the giver most of all.  Be a benefit, not only to yourself, but to all in this sacred religious community…Use the act of choice that G-d has given each one of us, to write your name large in the magnificent book called Life.  
L’Shanah Tovah Tikateivu…

