Kol Nidre Appeal   2006—5767
I am always in awe of the Kol Nidre service; and 
for me to be called upon to speak on behalf of 
the Board of Directors as President of Beth 
Shalom Congregation following this solemn and 
beautiful service is a very humbling experience.  I 
am in awe of the Bima all dressed in white—the 
purity represented as we cleanse ourselves of our 
sins and begin anew.  I am in awe of the 
commitment, dedication and leadership of the 
Past Presidents who hold our Torahs to form a 
Beit Din—the Holy Court.  I am certainly in awe of 
our learned Rabbi and Chazzan—the Cantor 
whose chanting of the prayers is so inspirational.

If we were to think of Rabbi Sandberg and Cantor 
Browdy as the mind and heart of Beth Shalom, 
who would be the soul of this congregation?  
Perhaps we can answer that question together 
this evening.  
Please indulge me as I ask you to help me 
conduct a short survey.  If you fit into any of 
the categories that I will mention, please 
stand and remain standing until the end of 
this survey; remember, stand and remain  

standing until the end of this survey.
· If you have ever served our congregation in the capacity of President, please stand;

· If you have ever served as president of our Sisterhood or Men’s Club or one of our Youth Groups—USY or Kadima

· If you are currently a member or have ever served as a member of the executive committee of the Congregation, the Sisterhood, the Men’s Club or Youth Group

· If you are currently a member or have ever served as a member of our Board of Directors or the Boards of the Sisterhood, Men’s Club or Youth Group

· If you are currently a member or have served as a member of our School Board or PTA 

· If you have ever led services, read Torah or Haftorah or delivered a D’var Torah at any of our services or meetings

· If you have made repairs to our building or furniture, helped to beautify the Ark, donated items to Beth Shalom or cooked food for one of our events
· If you have joined our Beth Shalom family within the past year

· If you have ever chaired or been a member of any Synagogue Committee, such as:

Nominating

Finance

Education

Ritual

Membership

Ways & Means

Israeli Affairs

         Youth Commission 

or any other Synagogue Committee, please stand;

· If you have ever observed your Bar or Bat Mitzvah at Beth Shalom, as a child or adult, please stand.

Now look around.    I think we just found the 
Soul of our synagogue!  
I applaud all of you—and take this opportunity 
to thank you—for your past, current and future 
service to Beth Shalom.         Please be seated.

************************************
Naturally, a soul must be nourished to grow and 

flourish. For our spiritual well being, we are 
blessed with a rabbi of profound knowledge who 

makes every Shabbat, holiday service and minyan 

an educational and enjoyable experience. If you 

are not a Shabbat attendee,  try it—you’ll like it.  

To supplement our nourishment, we have 
excellent programming from spiritual to social. 
Our exciting and varied adult education program 
will satisfy everyone’s interests; and our religious 
school, although small in numbers, provides a 
quality education for our children—the future of 
Beth Shalom and Conservative Judaism. Yes, this 
House of Peace provides for its family’s needs 
spiritually, educationally and socially; however, 
there are material needs as well. Just as our 
private homes, our spiritual home needs constant 
care and maintenance—it is all part of nourishing 
our soul. Recently we have had to deal with roof 
leaks, worn carpeting, an antiquated phone 
system—to name a few.

There is a story about a newly elected synagogue 

president: She was asked how she was sleeping, 

with all the pressures and obligations.  She 

responded, “Ever since I have become President, I 

am sleeping like a baby.  I wake up every two 

hours and cry.”

Fortunately, I don’t have that problem—One 
reason is that we have been chosen as a recipient 
of a generous bequest from the estate of Mark 
and Alexandra Miller. That generosity has 

enabled us to repair our roof and take care of 
other matters that have needed attention.

However, our home is aging and there are 
renovations that are sorely needed in a building 
that gets as much use as ours does. Some of our 
maintenance equipment is not working well; our 
plumbing needs attention; the bathrooms have to 
be renovated; and we need improved security for 

our building while we and our employees are 

inside or working on the grounds. 

Another reason that I can rest comfortably is 
because of the dedication and commitment of the 
Board of Directors you have elected to lead with 
me.  They and their committees are working 
steadily to keep Beth Shalom vibrant and strong.
The House committee has made sure the roof has 

been repaired, the new phone system has been 

installed, and they are researching ways to make 

our building more secure so we will feel safe 

when we are here and our professional staff will 

be comfortable with a safe workplace daily. 
Membership has been busy with advertising and 
successfully attracting new members. Ritual, as 

was evident during Rosh Hashanah and this 

evening, has spent numerous hours arranging 

High Holiday honors and the smooth flow of 

services.  Under the tireless supervision of the 
Education committee, the Religious School is in 
session; and the Adult Education committee has 
planned an outstanding and informative list of 
programs to begin this month with a Shabbaton 
in the Spring featuring a distinguished Scholar in 
Residence.  Ways and Means had a successful 
HoneySale for the holidays, is working hard on 
the upcoming Rummage Sale and is deep into 
preparations for our annual Raffle—which should 
be our “best ever” this year.  The Yearbook is 

about to be printed and the BINGO committee 

works diligently to keep that project a mainstay 

the synagogue, although the revenue brought in 

by BINGO is being threatened by the inclusion of 

gaming machines in our area. The Finance 

committee strives to keep our membership dues 

reasonable and collected regularly while 

attempting to balance our budget to cover 
payroll, utilities, insurance expenses and other 

expected and unexpected costs. Membership 

dues do not cover everything; we must augment 

that income.
For excellence in education and programming, 

the synagogue must be financially sound as well 

as spiritually sound.  Our Board of Directors has 

recognized this financial need and has already 

responded generously to a pre-Yom Kippur 

Appeal by me.  I hope all of you will respond as 

generously as our Leadership. The future of this 

congregation is in our hands; let’s insure its 

success and longevity with our dollars today.   
There is a common saying, “Give ‘til it hurts”—I 
believe in “Give ‘til you feel good”—Feel good that 
you are doing your part to nourish the soul of 
Beth Shalom. 
As each family entered the building this evening, you should have picked up your Pledge card.  If not, please raise your hand and an usher will bring it to you.  Please fold down the tab that denotes your gift to Beth Shalom for the New Year.  If the amount you choose to give is not on the card, please fold down the tab marked “other” and a member of the finance committee will contact you to write in that amount.  In a few moments, the ushers will collect your cards.
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