
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1I am honored to stand here before you as president of this congregation. I want to talk with you this evening about “A Week In The Life Of Tifereth Israel” Let’s start on Sunday, 9:30 in the morning. The atrium is packed with our religious school students preparing to participate in one of our most important activities–jewish learning.  Their enthusiastic voices are gradually hushed by our education director, Rabbi Wendy Ungar as she announces the schedule for the day.  After the kids disperse to their classrooms, those attending morning minyan begin to leave our beautiful Katz Chapel.  Some may linger for a while, to grab a bagel and cream cheese at the Men’s Club Café or to attend a Men’s Club brunch.  Others stop in the Sisterhood Gift shop to purchase that  special something for that special someone or maybe just to window shop. Still others stop in our award winning Minnie Cobey Library to ask our librarian–Sally Brown about that new book on the Jewish Holidays.  Those participating in our Adult B’Nei Mitzvah preparation class and our Introduction to Judaism class arrive, eager to get on with the business of advancing their own jewish learning.  Our Midreshet Israel/Adult Education program is well underway with teaching by some of the best educators in our community.  While all this is taking place, our hard working Maintenance staff may be preparing the social hall for the wedding that will take place here later in the afternoon.  At 10:00 our Hebrew High School students begin to arrive, ready to learn about kashrut and eat some yummy food they have prepared themselves in Kosher Cooking, ready to find out what Judaism has to say about how they relate to others with Rabbi Berman or perhaps, to learn how we, as Jews,  deal with death and dying with Rabbi Ungar.   At 5:30 we find ourselves at someone’s home for evening services.  

As the week progresses, we meet each weekday morning at 7:30, usually,  for morning minyan and each weekday evening at 5:30 for mincha/maariv.  Adult education classes meet every day as well, at our synagogue and in various locations around the city. Monday and Wednesday afternoons will find our religious school students attending Hebrew School Classes at the Columbus Jewish Day School building in New Albany.   Tuesday and Thursday afternoons they are here at the Broad Street Location.

Walk into this building almost any evening of the week and you will find something going on–a committee meeting, our USY students planning their next shabbaton with our Youth Director, Shani Close, our wonderful choir might be rehearsing with Cantor Chomsky.  Perhaps you will be coming to a special Family Program run by our assistant Education Director, Shirly Benatar or to a Sisterhood event. If you are here during the day, maybe you are stopping in to sign up for the dinner and service being run by our North East Committee.  On Wednesday mornings our Men’s Club sponsors breakfast after Minyan–both are a great way to start the day.  As you enter the building you might see Rabbi Berman or Rabbi Ungar leaving to make their hospital rounds, visiting congregants who are ill and offering support to them and their families.  Often you will see the parents of a Bar or Bat Mitzvah sitting outside Cantor Chomsky’s office waiting for their son or daughter to finish their lesson with our cantor.  Meanwhile, our office staff is busy answering phone calls, preparing mailings, helping keep our synagogue running, all at the direction of our executive director, Marc Neiwirth.

Friday comes and preparations for Shabbat begin.  The Bar or Bat Mitzvah family arrives to rehearse for the next day.  Table centerpieces arrive as the maintenance and kitchen staff prepare for the Friday night dinner that will take place that evening and for kiddush the next day.

And Shabbat comes.  Saturday morning services begin at 9:00 and the sanctuary fills with congregants and guests, our TI family and the family of our B’Nei Mitzvah.  The Bar or Bat Mitzvah is called to the torah to lead the congregation in prayer and all his or her hard work, his or her tutor’s hard work, Cantor Chomsky’s hard work and our Rabbis hard work is obvious from the first tremulous note.  We all join for kiddush after services.  And tomorrow is Sunday (I know today is Sunday) but stay with me.  Every week the days and nights of our synagogue are filled with activities, social, spiritual, educational.  Some take place every day, every week and some are special events like our Scholar-in-Residence weekends, our Spotlight events, our cultural arts programs, family shabbat dinners, the list could go on and on.  And, unfortunately, sometimes our events are not always happy ones-but we are here for you, 365 days a year.   We do a lot in our synagogue.  And one of the reasons we are able to do so much is because of you and your support and generosity.   In the past few days you should have received a letter from me announcing the start of our Annual High Holiday Appeal campaign.  I know that every year for as long as you can remember Presidents have stood up here telling you that we cannot do what we do on dues alone.  Well the reason we tell you that is because it is true.  We cannot educate our children on dues and tuition alone, we cannot provide the outstanding adult education courses you have come 
to expect on dues and fees alone and we cannot provide the 
numerous special programs that touch so many people on dues 
alone.  Our dues comprise only 67% of our budget.  The 
remaining 33% must come from other sources.  Of course we do 
receive some outside funding for some of our programs, 
however, we must come to you to help us do what we do.  And 
you do not disappoint.  So I am asking you if you made an 
annual gift last year, please do so again.  If you can, please 
consider increasing your gift.  If you did not make a gift last 
year, please consider making one this year.  This year, as in the 
past, if you are able to make a gift of $1,000 or more, you will 
be invited to share a special dinner here with the Rabbi.  But 
please know, we appreciate every gift and every dollar really 
does count.  So thank you for your time, thank you for listening 
to me and thank you for your continued support and generosity.






