Shanah Tova.

The thing I was looking forward to the most when I became president of this congregation was to stand up in front of 1000 people and give a speech.  God did not make me wait to long and here I am.
      I was recently reminded by my mother about our life in Switzerland.  I was about 6 years old when my father’s job took  us there for 6 months.   We used to do quite a bit of touring and sightseeing.  And at that age I used to like to draw everything that I saw.     At one point when my grandmother came to visit,  She was concern that all my “art work” consisted of churches with “tall Steeples”,  of  which there were allot of in Switzerland.    She was afraid that I would not, and did not have the foundation for Judaism that was always part of my family.  But growing up in Israel, I DID have that base of heritage.  It didn’t matter what I drew or where I lived, I knew who I was THEN,  just as I know who I am NOW!  
B’nai Israel  is That Israel for you, for your children and your grandchildren.  And it will continue to be a part of Israel for future generations.
We are all here today because, in the deepest part of our soul, we are seeking spiritual, ethical and emotional renewal.  We are here because we know that our Jewish values can offer us more meaningful lives.  We are seeking inspiration from the liturgy, speeches and sermons.

Just as we would never consider hiring a doctor, lawyer or accountant who had not updated his or her skills - our souls, our very essence, deserves no less.  We honor the fact that  as we grow and change in our professional lives, our souls are also on a journey.  
In that ancient renewal of soul and society, our Judaism offers us potent tools to assist us in our task: 

·        The tool of teshuvah, repentance, to enable us to recognize our own shortcomings and wrong-doings and to distance ourselves from those errors.

·        The tool of tefillah, of prayer, to give us the script to call out to the Holy One and to let our souls soar on the ancient and time-tested words and melodies.

·        The tool of kehillah, of community, to strengthen each other and to nurture each other in our unfolding as Jews and as individuals.

·        The tool of tzedakah, building a just world through charitable contributions to the agencies and causes that help repair the brokenness of the world.

The synagogue has always been home base for the Jews. No matter how religious or how secular, Jews know that the vault that safeguards our values, our community, and our identity is the shul. By returning to the synagogue during the Holy Days, by affiliating with a congregation, we pledge our renewed loyalty to God, Torah, and to the Jewish people in the work of creation.

Every time in its more then 50 year history, when B’nai Israel reached a crossroad, our congregants have  responded loud and clear that we want to move forward in a way that will strengthen our Jewish culture.  Today’s world has demanded changes that we must prepare to meet and it is often difficult to unravel the complexities of exactly what that means.  Will we make mistakes along the way? Absolutely! It is unavoidable. A mistake is not a failure but proof that someone dared to try and accomplish something.  Our greatest failure is to do nothing for fear that we will fail.  

We will continue to forge ahead, trying new things, constantly assessing what is most appropriate for B’nai Israel.  

We are all part of a strong, proud community of Jews, and this synagogue,  B’nai Israel, is the center of that community.  This is where we teach our children how to be proud Jews.
Thanks to your contributions we are able to continue and  hold wonderful programs here for our members of all ages – pre-Nursery through Adult Education, Sisterhood, Men’s Club and Hazak, USY and Kadima, Talmud Torah and Hebrew High School.  We will continue to interact with the community through Interfaith Hospitality Network, Caregivers and Kosher Meals on Wheels.  We will continue to provide a Chevrah Kaddisha to provide dignity in death, and to maintain our cemetery.  We will continue to pray here 7 days a week – morning minyan, Shabbat, Little People’s Shabbat, Mini Minyan and Junior Congregation.  We will continue to pray here on festival holidays.  Not just today and on Yom Kippur next week, but on Sukkot, Pesach and Shavuot as well.  We will continue to celebrate life cycle events together – Bar and Bat Mitzvahs, baby namings, and aufrufs.  We will continue to share Onegs and Kiddushim, and Shabbat meals on Friday evenings. We will remain connected to each other.  I am proud to be a part of B’nai Israel, as I am sure each of you is as well.
We are always looking to meet our congregant’s needs.  In today’s busy world there are many things that occupy our time.  The fact is that the Synagogue is often not the priority it used to be a generation or two ago.  B’nai Israel is learning to adapt to these new times by creating many more social programs to compete with outside interests.  We are striving to make B’nai Israel your religious and social center.  By creating more  social and religious programs.

Whether you come here 3 days a year, or participate in the daily minyan, B’nai Israel is a full service synagogue that is available to you, 7 days a week, 365 days a year.  If someone suffers a loss, this community rises to the occasion and comes together to provide a Shiva minyan in the house of mourning.  If there is a simcha to celebrate, B’nai Israel provides the place and the ruach.
  If you lose your way and need a helping hand, our clergy and our members will provide guidance, they will give you direction, and will share an ear to listen or a shoulder to cry on.  If you need mental stimulation, our Adult Education program provides a wide variety of courses, classes and lectures.  If you want to add some zest to your life, we offer a Sisterhood, a Men’s Club, a Hazak group, USY and Kadima, as well as an array of committees who welcome your involvement.

  Our newest programs over the last few years have been Hazak and Men’s club.  Both programs are an incredible success because they were created as a response to our congregants needs.
To paraphrase a line from a famous movie:  “if you build it, they will come”. We have built it and YOU have come.  With the continued generous support of this Congregation, aligned with spiritual leadership of Rabbi Wolintz – Fields and Cantor Goldstien  AND active community involvement, MORE WILL COME.  

 As an institution, the biggest challenge we face year after year continues to be meeting our financial obligations, at the same time  striving to keep dues affordable.  While dues are already high, they represent only 50% of our total cost.  Fundraising programs, including our annual appeal do much to close the gap and we are grateful to those of you who support these efforts at whatever level you can.  We need and rely on your generosity at this time of year to make a difference.
I would like to thank the dozens of people who have prepared B’nai Israel for the Holy Days, and the dozens more who prepare B’nai Israel for all the other days of the year.

Thank you all for being here, thank you for listening , thank you for helping us continue our history of wonderful traditions and for helping us reach our goals. 

On behalf of the Officers, Board of Directors, and my family, I wish all of you Gamar Chatemah Tova; we should all be inscribed and sealed for a good year, one of peace, prosperity, good health, and blessing.

Thank you.   And Shanah Tovah.   
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