High Holiday 2006

Thank you, Rabbi

L’Shana Tova, 

After shul on Shabbos morning, a young boy announced to his mother, “Mom, I’ve decided to become a Rabbi when I grow up.”  “That’s OK with me son, but what made you decide that?” said the mother. “Well,” said the little boy, “You make me go to shul anyway, and I figure it will be more fun to stand up and talk like the Rabbi, than to have to sit and listen.”


 I’m not a  Rabbi,  but still you have given me the privilege of standing up and talking to you today.  I want to say thank you for the honor of serving as your President of Beth El Temple. 

These are the most sacred days of the Jewish calendar. According to our tradition, the Days of Awe are a time when we are supposed to devote ourselves to Teffillah, prayer, Teshuvah, repentance, and Tzedakah, charity. 

Teffillah is the province of the Rabbi, and not a subject that I will  address.  Teshuvah is an issue that each of you must wrestle with yourselves, and not up for discussion.  Tzedakah, literally means “righteous gifting” and is the subject that I would like to discuss this morning. 


But before I launch into an Appeal for Beth El, it made sense to me to try and better understand who we are. We are a quintessential Conservative synagogue with a diverse mix of congregants.  Our identification of ourselves as Jews, our pride in our people and our hope for our children and their future unite us all. Whether you are here every day, every week or not often, Beth El Temple is here to serve you and your needs.  

Beth El provides all of us with a place to feel welcome, to pray, to learn, to seek company and to seek comfort. For some of you, Beth El Temple has become an integral part of your lives. You participate in all the religious, educational, and social opportunities that abound here.  And for some of you, Beth El is the place you come only for the High Holidays.  But for all of you, Beth El is essential for those times in your lives that need to be shared.  

 It provides us with a community of people with whom we can feel at home, a community of people with whom we can share the good times and the bad times.  It is a place to celebrate simchas and to feel great joy.  It is a place to sing and dance and feel festive.  It is also a place to mourn and receive support.  A place we can seek friendship among people of the same, and of different generations.   This makes us a multigenerational family.  And, as with any family there are differences of opinion but, more important are the common interests and shared goals.   

A healthy Beth El Temple is clearly one of those shared goals.  And I am pleased to say that the Temple is healthy, strong and growing.  We have a large group of dedicated and committed congregants that insure a daily minyan, with many lay torah and Haftorah readers.  Our Religious School is excellent and is growing and we are attracting more young families. This year the Endowment Fund has had several large gifts that will contribute to the financial support of the Temple.  We have three talented and dedicated professionals to guide the administration, educational programming and spiritual activities at Beth El. 

All these wonderful activities at Beth El take money.  The amount raised from dues does not cover operating expenses, here nor in any synagogue.  When preparing my talk about why you should contribute to the High Holiday Appeal, I was going to give you the traditional list of the Temple needs – our energy bills have increased, our air conditioning systems need to be replaced, etc. 

But you already know these things.  So, I was struggling for a better reason for you to give to Beth El and found it in the words of Rabbi Cytryn’s article in the HaShaliach.  During these Days of Awe, we are COMMANDED to do Tzedekah.  Rabbi Cytryn said it better than I can;  quote: “We are commanded to perform an act of Tzedekah, literally ‘righteous gifting,’  which repairs the tear we have made in the fabric of family, community, and creation by our sins and transgressions…” end quote.  Our European ancestors referred to this gift as “Kapparah Gelt,” money donated to atone for one’s sins.  It’s a longstanding Jewish tradition to observe  the atonement offered by Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur  by giving a gift to the synagogue.  Thus, we are ‘for-given’ for sinning by ‘giving-for’ the upkeep of the congregation that hears our requests for repentance. 

 Some would even say that God requires us to give to the synagogue.  Although, I think this group is mostly made up of current and past synagogue presidents. 
The High Holy Day Appeal booklet which you have in your hands was created from the suggestions of congregants.    Thank you to our High Holy Day Appeal co-chairs Mike Sand and Betsy Blecker as well as to Mike Schatz for developing this new system  

Please place the label from your admittance card on the Appeal booklet.  More booklets are available downstairs if you need one.    On the first page is your High Holiday pledge card, just like in previous years.  Turning down a tab is all that it takes.  The booklet will also allow you to support family education, USY and  Kadima,  help to enhance our Kiddush on Saturday mornings, or an endless number of other opportunities to do Tzedakah    I would like to take this moment to thank all those who have participated in our Pre High Holiday Appeal.  Your generosity has been wonderful. 
But as you know, making a contribution to Beth El is only one type of mitzvah   Other Mitzvot are listed towards the back of the booklet.   These are the original New Years resolutions invented by Jews thousands of years before the secular world claimed the idea.   
Will everyone in the room please turn down tabs and pass the booklet to the ushers? And will the ushers please collect the booklets.  

 Caren and I  and wish every one of you   La Shana Tovah.  May you have a happy and a healthy New Year and may we see you in this building many more times during 5767.

