Kol Nidre Appeal, October 1, 2006
Nancy H. Levine, President, Ahavath Achim Synagogue, Atlanta, Georgia
When Marshall and I moved to Atlanta 28 years ago, I never anticipated that my journey through life would lead me to this spot.  I didn’t know then that I was beginning a journey that would begin in one place emotionally, spiritually and professionally but would wind up in quite another and that I would be richer for having made the journey.

When we moved here, we didn’t know that the happiest moments in our lives would happen in this synagogue.  But they did.  This is where our children received their Jewish education and had their bar and bat mitzvahs.  This is where I studied for and celebrated my own bat mitzvah.  And, one month ago, this is where we celebrated our daughter’s wedding with our families and friends.

For the past 25 years, Ahavath Achim Synagogue has been my family’s “spiritual home.”  In good times and sad ones I turned to the AA.  I’m sure you have too.  

Because this synagogue is such an important part of my family’s life, I wanted to give something back.  So, for the past few years, I have devoted time, love and money to AA.  I believe in this place and its people and I am committed to making this synagogue a “place of the heart.” 

Membership and creating a warmer, caring community at AA is my top priority.  To me, Membership Matters and Caring Counts and I am grateful that the Officers, clergy and staff share my vision.  I am also proud of the exciting and innovative programming, educational activities and Shabbat celebrations that have taken place here this past summer.  If you participated in any of the following activities, you will agree with me that it is a “New Day at AA.”  

· Our Goodman Institute sponsored a film series and two scholar-in-residence weekends

· Our Religious School doubled its enrollment over last year and our students love the program,  

· This Shabbat we will begin a weekly Torah study class from 10:00 to 11:00 

· Our monthly AAbsolut Shabbat attracts 350 to 400 people many of whom are young professionals in their 20s and 30s.    

High quality programs, services and activities like these cost money.  In the case of AAbsolut Shabbat, we originally budgeted for 9 programs, but the program has been so popular and successful that we only have enough funding left for one or two more programs.  Congregants love AAbsolut Shabbat….it makes them feel happy….it moves them spiritually and emotionally.  Others love seeing so many young professionals celebrating Shabbat and enjoying the service.  Whatever the reason, it is a huge success.         

Our building and security also cost money.  This is an old facility and repairs and maintenance are costly.  This past summer:   

· We repaired the roof, plumbing system, and air conditioning system
· Our energy costs increased, and 
· We increased our security following the terrorist incidents in Seattle and London   
So I am coming to you now to ask for tzedaka.  WHY?  And WHY NOW during one of the most beautiful and sacred services of the year?   

The first question is easy to answer.  I am asking for tzedaka because membership dues alone only cover half of our budget.  We depend on other sources of revenues such as simcha donations, fundraisers, tribute funds, bequests, our Chai Program, and the Kol Nidre Appeal to make up the shortfall in our budget. 

The Kol Nidre campaign is a very important source of income for our synagogue.  So important, in fact, that we started our Kol Nidre appeal this past summer hoping to bring in early revenues.  I am proud to say that ALL of the officers contributed to the Kol Nidre campaign and so have many members of our staff and Board of Trustees.  

As of today, 140 members have donated to our Kol Nidre Appeal.  This is a wonderful start and I thank every one who has already donated or pledged to the Kol Nidre Appeal.  Your generosity is deeply appreciated.  But this is NOT enough and I hope each of you will respond to this Appeal. 

In answering the second question of “why am I making this request now,” I turned to Jewish texts and customs for the answers.  The Talmud teaches that God protects those who are on a journey to do GOOD.  Based on this teaching, before a friend or relative goes on a long journey, we give them money to distribute as charity when they arrived at their destination.  Giving tzedaka in this way changes the nature of the trip….it elevates the journey.   

This is the interpretation I like the best because I am on a journey to make AA a “place of the heart” ….and I want you to go with me.  Your pledge this evening will enable us to create a warm and caring congregation centered on learning, worship, alternative prayer and study opportunities, and acts of loving kindness.  Your pledge this evening will ensure that AA will be here when you need it, for the happy times and the sad ones.  
As I said in the beginning, I never anticipated when I moved to Atlanta that I would be here speaking to you today as president of this great and wonderful synagogue.  I never dreamed I would be asking you for tzedaka on one of the holiest days of the year.  But here I am making this appeal.

I do this because I believe in this place and its people.  I do this because the traditions, services, celebrations and sense of community I feel here have enriched my life and I hope they have for you too.       
As the gates to 5766 close, think about how you turned to AA during happy or sad times.  As the gates to 5767 open, think about the journey you and I will take to strengthen and enhance this sacred community, to create a synagogue where “Membership Matters and Caring Counts,” where worship is uplifting and learning is paramount.  I can’t make this journey without you.    

Please make your pledge now to the Kol Nidre Appeal.  At this time, please mark your pledge card and give it to our ushers as they walk down the aisles.  Each and every contribution, no matter what the amount, is deeply appreciated.     
Thank you for your help……and may God grant you and the ones you love a year of good health and happiness and peace to Israel.  

