Shabbat Shalom and Shana Tovah
President’s Rosh HaShanah Address – 5767 - Carin Maher

One of the most meaningful things I gained from our CTJ Israel Adventure trip this summer is a deeper understanding of what it means to be a member of a Jewish community.  I feel strongly about sharing this with you in hopes that you might also give renewed focus to your own connection, or seek ways to join us in this sacred and fulfilling endeavor.  I learned that the people, the spirit and the land of Israel are not just part of some far away place that we read about in Torah, or see on TV, or read in the news. It is US, our land, our people, our history and our future.  It’s the only place on the planet where Jews are in the majority.  It is still the Promised Land. The feeling is instantaneous when you step off the plane at Ben Gurion airport in Tel Aviv and see all the Hebrew signs around you.  You are home for the very first time, or second, or third.
Our CTJ tour participants formed a tight knit community.  Many of us knew each other in passing, but had never really taken the time to get to know each other.  Our ages ranged from 9 to 84 and included families, singles, couples and kids.  We even had two tour members from Milano, Italy, and the inclusion of “The Italians” added a unique perspective to our American point of view.  Over many hours together on the bus, at Havdalah in Jerusalem or dinners at so many different restaurants, while rappelling down a crater, or crawling through ancient caves - we created a community.  For me the highlight of the trip was the Torah service that we conducted in the 2000 year old synagogue on the top of Masada.  It gave me chills to think about the thousand Jews who gave up their lives, rather than give up their Judaism.  For us to be able to openly pray and celebrate community on the very same ground that these people lived and died, truly impacted me in a profound way.  The experience taught me about the spirit of community and the enduring will of the Jewish people.  Each of us can survive, but not on our own.  We are not an island.  We need each other and our community to survive. 

Our sense of community was truly affirmed during the anxious days of the July war which actually broke out one day after our arrival.  We did not know in which city we would be sleeping on any number of nights as Hezbollah rockets rained down on our itinerary and we had to constantly adapt and change– literally to avoid the missiles.  We shared some tense moments as we responded to security alerts that seemed to change by the hour.  But our group made a firm decision to stay in Israel, remain together, and find alternatives that would accommodate each family’s needs.   We even learned the Hebrew phrase for    
WHERE IS THE SHELTER? 

Fortunately we did not have to use our newly learned Hebrew.

And in case you are interested – the process for responding to an air raid siren is exactly the same steps we take during earthquakes.  As Angelenos, that made us feel right at home.   We appreciated all the emails from many of you who were very concerned about our safety.   I think our families were more worried about us than we were.  

 But these lessons also taught us first hand what our brothers and sisters in Israel have to live with on a regular basis.  We all felt a sense of obligation to demonstrate that we are together as ONE.  
 When I returned from Israel – so many people came up to me and said “Thank G-d you are home safe and sound”.  But less than one week after we returned, the tragic terrorist attack in Seattle occurred and I knew that Jews in America would have new realities to deal with.  Through my job at UJC,  I was fortunate enough to see first hand how the Jewish community came together to support Seattle and Israel during the crises and how it continues to sustain that commitment.  The events of this past summer really hit home with me that we are all bound together as Jews, whether we live in Jerusalem, New York, Seattle or Los Angeles and that our Jewish community isn’t just a local one, but a global one that reaches across the miles, bridging our languages and political differences.  
Our CTJ family has long had a strong sense of community.  Since 1925 when Congregation Tifereth Jacob was founded about 6 miles east of here, and the 30 years since we arrived in Manhattan Beach – we have sustained our commitment to each other.  We have come a long way this year, working hard to meet the challenges and new realities of the times we live in.    Many Jewish institutions now find that they must dedicate additional resources to ensure a safe and secure environment for their facilities and members.  Even though we’re at the beach and somewhat low profile, these concerns also apply to CTJ.

I am pleased to report that we have consulted with the Manhattan Beach Police Department and a local security company to assess our day to day security needs.  As a result of that assessment, we will soon be installing several important upgrades and enhancements to our security system.
In addition, CTJ has received a grant from The Jewish Federation of Greater of Los Angeles to subsidize the costs of our security for the High Holidays. 
We have initiated many new procedures and programs in order to be more responsive to our members needs, and are continuously striving to find new ways to make your CTJ experience more meaningful and enjoyable. This, however, can only be realized if we all become stakeholders in the success of our community and by becoming involved – through active participation and leadership.  The vital key to our success is through members who step up and volunteer to help plan and facilitate both established and new programs – because, as you know, while an Executive Director position is in our future, we still must depend upon our dedicated professional staff and volunteers to make things happen.    So anyone wishing to contribute to making CTJ a stronger community – feel free to contact me – our tent is large and we can accommodate all volunteers.
I would like to share with you some of the other changes that are being introduced this year.  A new dues structure was implemented which provides more flexibility to meet the changing demographics and the nature of our member families, while also helping to accommodate and be supportive of members who might require extra assistance during challenging times in their lives. 
Rabbi Mark will be introducing a new in-reach and outreach program called “A Place in the Tent” that will open a new dialogue in our community, and will hopefully give renewed focus to and address the unique needs of interfaith families.  CTJ is proud to have received a generous grant from the Jewish Federation of Greater Los Angeles to help us implement this program and we invite your interest and participation.  Other new programs, such as Torah Yoga and our upcoming Speaker’s series will help invigorate us physically and intellectually.
Our Mitzvah committee has been reorganized and revitalized, and a new Social Activities team has formed to create enjoyable programs that will build community.  Make sure you all sign up for Mah Jong and Martini’s! – I can’t wait for this one – although a Martini sounds real good right now!  And for our youth – we have a new Youth Commission focusing on programming and opportunities for our young people to become more connected.  If you haven’t been to CTJ in awhile, you may not be aware of the creative new Siddurim we are now using.  Simply come by any Friday evening or Saturday morning and check it out.  Even our web site is getting an “extreme home makeover” right now and we expect to launch our new user friendly site in the next few weeks.  And don’t forget to check out all the beautiful Judaica in our Gift Shop – another way to support the Shul and beautify your home at the same time.
Our vision to beautify our sanctuary, while moving slowly and deliberately, is moving steadily. The design portion of the project is now complete and the Capital Campaign to raise the necessary funds for this vision is in the midst of its first phase.  That means within the next 4 – 6 months, we may be ready expand our fundraising efforts to the rest of the broader community as we work together to complete this project.
The state of CTJ is strong as we continue to respond to the changing needs of our growing and diverse community.   But some things will not change.  Our community will always be a place where dinners are delivered to our members in need, where we come together to learn, pray, celebrate our joys and mourn our losses.  It is a community of families, singles, seniors and couples.   We are connected together by our shared values and shared history.   
I want to conclude with a story that I think demonstrates what CTJ means to me and the value of the community we have here.  A young man had just suffered a terrible loss in his family and he walked miles to his Rabbi to speak with him about this tragedy.  The young man entered the office of the Rabbi and stood in front of the aged man who sat before him.  He wept and poured out his troubles to his Rabbi.  And then, in a state of trembling, he asked “Rabbi, why does G-d allow such tragedies to befall good people?”  The Rabbi was silent for a long time, a very long time, an awkwardly long time.  Finally, the Rabbi stood up and placed himself at the side of his young visitor.  The young man could not contain his curiosity and finally asked, “Rabbi, are you going to answer my question?” The Rabbi replied, with the most honest response to tragedy:
“My son, I do not have the answer to the question you asked.  The only answer I can offer is that I am standing beside you in your time of need.
Congregation Tifereth Jacob is standing beside you - beside each and every one of you - in your time of need - and in your time of joy.  This is what community means.  Our CTJ family is all of those things and more.  We may not always agree with one another, or do everything perfectly, but I do hope that each and every one of you will find a way to stand with CTJ, become a member and be a part of our family.  
L’Shanah Tovah – On behalf of the Board of Directors, we wish you a New Year overflowing with the blessings of health, happiness, a wonderful community, and, of course, PEACE.

Thank you  
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