"To be or not to be, --that is the question:--        Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune, Or to take arms against a sea of troubles, And by opposing end them?"

Temple Emanuel as a congregation, has indeed taken up arms, and has gone from a small pool of problems to one of the high points for our congregation.

Pick any area of endeavor, from the religious school, to the facilities, to our membership numbers, to the quality of our Rabbi and you will find Temple Emanuel is at a high water mark. I would like to recap the past year, giving recognition to those who were instrumental in reaching this point.

If it was just one person this would be easy. If it were just one achievement this would be easy. But we have had so many people involved in so many areas, I can not help but fear I will miss someone. If I do, please accept my most heart felt apology..

 It’s hard to believe that just one year ago the Rabbi Search Committee had just finished contacting congregants concerning what they desired in a Rabbi. The entire search process was just beginning. 
Gary Schiff established our Hebrew Chai program for high school kids and Janet Shapiro had kicked off the Rosh Chodesh- It’s a Girl Thing program for our middle school aged girls. Both programs ended on a very successful note and just started their second year this past month. 
After Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans, we collected over 200 pounds of toiletries for Katrina victims, our SNUSY kids packed everything up, and Janet Shapiro arranged for everything to be sent to an area where they were needed.  
Thanks to all of you who helped us get off to such a positive start this past year.

We also continued to observe the entire range of life cycle events including half a dozen Bar and Bat Mitzvah’s without missing a beat, thanks to the efforts of our Religious School instructors and the Ritual Committee.

Sadly, we also suffered a number of deaths in our community including Charlotte Arley, Joseph Beck, 

Wesley Levin and I would be especially remiss in not mentioning the recent death of our dear Jack Charney “of blessed memory” whose absence is felt by so many of us. He was a remarkable man who touched many, many lives in Reno. His reading of the Torah will be especially missed. What I remember best about him is that no matter what problem he had, he was willing to give a smile, a kind word, a handshake. I will never forget him.

Last year I mentioned several projects that we wanted to accomplish including the painting of our classrooms, fixing up the administrators office, organizing the library as well as general facility upkeep.
We started with replacement of a new drinking fountain in the hallway, installation of a window in the Rabbi’s office door and installation of a new kitchen stove donated by Sisterhood. We also replaced three failing furnace/air conditioner units on the roof with energy efficient units.
Our administrator’s office was rearranged, painted and a lovely new desk was donated making her workspace both more efficient and professional looking. Lovely new carpeting for the lobby, office, library and small sanctuary and hardwood flooring for the Rabbi’s office was donated by Doug Unger and Functional Design. Thank you.
Once the carpet was installed in the library, Ann Tavan sorted all of the books and organized them pretty much single handedly. This was a huge job and we all owe her our thanks for taking on that monumental job. 

For those of you who see without seeing, we have an absolutely beautiful new sign out front from an anonymous donor.   Thank you Mr. or Ms. Anonymous where ever you are.  

Our House Committee Chairman, David Tomes, started the total renovation of the Religious School, which included dry walling over the old brick walls, painting the school hallway and classrooms, and installation of tile floors throughout the school.
While doing the floors, we discovered that they needed some repairs before installing the tiles. A major structural problem with the foundation was discovered. We had and continue to have a major water problem. Engineers tell us that repairs will be considerable and will only cost more if we ignore them. 

Please take a look after services at the school.  It’s truly amazing what new floors, new paint, new desks, new bulletin boards and black boards have done. Thanks also to Laurel Schiff and the Education Committee members Mirit Sloves, Arezou Saeedi, Arlene Lampert, Linda Dahan, Susan Farahi, and Ann Tavan for all of the hard work you have done to make this all come together. 
The Education Committee has completely revamped the Religious school curriculum and has hired new teachers for this year. Our children are the most important part of our synagogue, and I really appreciate all of the love, time and hard work these committee members put forth on behalf of our children.

We also renovated the Rabbi’s office with new hardwood flooring, new lighting and repainting. 

We had a year filled with many different programs.  Once again we had several different scholars-in-residence including Rabbi Joel Tessler and Rabbi Shalom Brodt.
 Kadima started off the year with their annual honey cake sale. SNUSY hosted the annual Shabbat Sukkot Dinner.  Sisterhood held the annual Chanukah Fair and we celebrated with our annual Religious School Chanukah Extravaganza and SNUSY Chanukah Lighter. 
 Rabbi Moshe Edelman, the USCJ Director of Leadership Development, Congregational Programming, and SULAM training for incoming congregational presidents visited us in Reno. He conducted services, learning sessions and Leadership seminars for our Board members. We were also visited by Jay Weiner, the USCJ Director for our Region.

Our annual Purim activities included the Megillah Reading, SNUSY’s Purim Carnival for the kids and the Religious School Fundraiser Dinner and Purim spiel with a Beatles theme which was held at Arrowcreek.   
 Our Sisterhood, led by Paige Rivera, had several successful and well attended events throughout the year including their very successful second Night Passover Seder. Once again, thanks to Kim Grist, David Silverman and the Silver Peak Restaurant and Brewery, and Eddie Taylor of Southern Wine and Spirits for making it such a memorable event. 
Our Rabbi Search Committee was busy interviewing prospective Rabbi’s throughout the first few months. Thanks to Elli Mills for all of his hard work as well as committee members Sam Silverberg, David Loeb, Michael Lampert, Matt Burak, Yaacov Varol and Janet Shapiro.
Because of their many efforts, we now have a Rabbi. Rabbi Jacob Benzaquen came to us from Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies with outstanding credentials.  I am so thankful that we have such a wonderful Rabbi to lead this congregation. I encourage you all to take part in some of his offerings as you will be surprised at how much you will learn. 
The Men’s Club, led by President Steve Freedman, had their Fishing Frenzy on Lake Tahoe followed by a fish fry at the Temple. They hosted another wonderful Congregational Picnic and the Men’s Club and SNUSY had a second great Kosher Rib Cook Off. Shall we hope these will continue to be annual events?  
We had our first Candidate’s Open Forum and reception featuring Senatorial candidate Jack Carter. Our next Forum is scheduled for October 18th featuring Senator John Ensign.
I ‘m know I haven’t listed all the activities from the past year (if I did we’d probably be here until midnight) but I hope everyone gets an idea of the diverse activities that have gone on during the past year here at our Shul.

I have formed a Publicity Committee to serve as the focal point for outgoing information to the media and the press.  Chairman Rick Tavan and committee members Ann Tavan and Barbara Walters have done a terrific job. They designed the new Temple Emanu-El brochure and have handled numerous press releases concerning the Temple and its activities. Thanks for taking on this very important job.

 The conflict between Israel and Hezbollah raised significant concern within our community. As a result, we have formed an Israel Action Committee to help focus our energies and concerns for Israel in a unified manner. The situation in Israel now, is not that of open warfare, but it is still very tense and they have many needs that have to be met.  Lives were lost. Homes were destroyed. People were displaced. In cooperation with other Conservative Movement organizations, the 
USCJ is requesting that we support the Israel 
Emergency Campaign. It is run by the United Jewish Communities and the funds that are raised through them and local Jewish Federations will be used for humanitarian efforts in aiding the victims of terror, displaced families and others who need our help. It will also be used to assist Conservative/Masorti organizations rebuild and keep growing. We’ve been asked to have people contribute directly to this one fund so that the money can be funneled to where it is most needed. Please help. You can donate by logging on to uscj.org for information about how you can help. The need is great and time is short so please be generous in your support.  

Thanks to KADIMA advisor Harriet Tomes and SNUSY advisor Lynn Pierce for all of their efforts with our Temple Youth. In an attempt to streamline all of the different youth programs this year, I’ve   appointed Lynn Pierce as chairman of our newly developed Youth Commission. Her job will be to coordinate efforts between Hebrew Chai, SNUSY, Rosh Chodesh and Kadima. 
We’ve recently hired  Rick Nidever as a part-time employee to handle the cleaning, yard work, small maintenance jobs, security and any other odd jobs we need taken care of here at the Shul. He replaces outside groups we hired in the past to perform these various tasks. 

Our Membership Committee has been very busy these past few months. We have a large on-going membership drive and an Open House scheduled for October 29th, thanks to Chairman Janet Shapiro, and committee members Cynthia Benjamin and Barbara Walters. Thanks so much for all of your efforts.

Thank you to Yaacov Varol and the men and women on the Ritual committee who have worked so hard this past year to ensure we have Services and who put forth a huge effort to set up everything for the High Holidays: Cynthia Benjamin, Sam Silverberg, Len Shapiro, Leslie Golberg, Michael Bland, Lynn Pierce, Catherine  Farahi and Jacob Saeedi.  

 Many thanks to John Farahi for his representation and efforts in setting up our annual trips to Israel and who was instrumental in organizing the annual Jewish Community trip this past June . If you did not go this year,  please considering going on our next trip which begins on June 25th.   There is no better way to show support for Israel than to visit.   

 Thanks to David Tomes and Marc Golberg who 
have changed light bulbs, made keys and done numerous other tasks to keep our facility up and running.

 Thank you to, Harriet Tomes, Laurel Schiff, Tirza Powers, Leigh Leavitt, Jennifer Tomes, Stephanie Buchwieser, Muriel Feldman, Jacob Saeedi, Michael Bland, Gary Schiff, Janet Shapiro  and  all of our new teachers who contribute so significantly to our children’s education.

 Thanks to Kitchen Krewe members Cynthia Benjamin, Barbara Rothstein, Arezou Saeedi, and Janet Shapiro who prepared delicious Kiddish lunches for us this past year. Thanks also to the Summer Krewe’s and congregants who helped with cleanup afterwards – you know who you are. 
We can not rely on just a few people to do what is necessary to carry out the daily functions of our synagogue. We can not rely on just the donations of a few members to keep out synagogue solvent. I would like to make an appeal. All of our improvements, repairs, the hiring of a rabbi, our utilities and the daily administration of the synagogue take a great deal of money - Much more than what is collected in dues and building fund contributions.

I want to thank all of you who have made your Chai Chadash pledges thus far.  I ask those of you who have not yet made your pledge to our Chai Chadash Fund, to do so now. This fund was created in March of 2002 to “breathe new life” into our congregation. The goal is to insure the evolution of our congregation and to enable us to continue to provide a wide range of activities from religious services and educational programs to upgrading our facilities. Each member unit is expected to make a pledge according to their financial ability in addition to our annual dues obligation. This information is strictly confidential and payments may be made throughout the year.   
Another way to support our Temple financially is through donations to specific funds such as Chesed, Scholar-in Residence or one of our many other funds. It is a wonderful way to recognize special life-cycle events.

If you truly can not make a monetary donation, please consider donating some time and effort to the upkeep and maintenance of this facility. If you would like to help please speak to Linda Scott, our Administrator, to see if there is something you could help out with.  

Finally, I want to thank the many people behind the scenes who contribute so much of their time to help keep things running smoothly through out the year. I know I will miss a few names so please forgive me if I do. 

Thank you to everyone who helped with the kosher meals prepared for four bus loads of USY on Wheels kids this past summer. It’s a lot of work but so rewarding to have the chance to meet such enthusiastic kids from all over the country.
Thank you to Leigh Leavitt, Andrew Jeross, Barbara Walters and Peter Cohn of the Chesed Committee for working quietly behind the scenes in a very important capacity.
 Thank you to Estelle Moss for the hard work she has put in these past thirteen years in raising funds for the Sisterhood with The Entertainment Books.  

Thanks again to our benefactor who provides each new Bar/Bat Mitzvah child with a free trip to Israel. 

Thanks also go to our anonymous, joint congregational group, the Hevrah Kadisha, our burial society, who prepares the body for burial. They perform this very important mitzvah in a dedicated, caring, quiet way.

 Thank you to everyone on the Board of Trustees: Matt Burak, Elli Mills, Mitch Ziegler, Michael Lampert, Marc Golberg, Michael Bland, David Pierce, David Loeb, John Farahi, Peter Cohn, Spencer Grist, Gary Schiff, Steve Freedman and Paige Rivera.  All of you have made my job much easier and it is wonderful to work with so many caring and supportive board members. Thanks again to my all of my committee chairmen who do so much for the Temple.
Special and personal thanks to Linda Scott, our very capable Administrator.  She has truly learned that if you put two Jews in a room you get three or more opinions.  
I want to thank my husband Dave and my daughter Raini, for making sure I take care of myself, and who have both supported me 110% when it comes to my duties as President.   

 Again, I would like to thank anyone I missed, for I don’t want anyone to feel slighted. Please accept my apologies to any of you whom I have slighted, offended or hurt in any way during this past year.

Finally, I want to thank the congregation for giving me the opportunity to serve as your President. It is a truly an honor.  

I wish everyone a sweet New Year filled with peace, health and happiness and may you have an easy fast.  
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