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La Shana Tovah & Welcome.

Again, I’d like to welcome and thank Rabbi Katzu for leading us through these days of awe.  It’s a true privilege to be able to stand and pray next to you on the bimah.  I’d also like to thank Lillian and the Religious Committee for planning and preparing for these High Holiday Services.

It’s wonderful to see so many of you here today coming together as a community to pray on this Holy Day.  As I think back over this past year since I stood before you last Yom Kippur, so much has happened in the world, and in our little corner of it.  We mourn the loss of Ruth Zaban, Labey Weinhouse, Sheldon Radom, Leo Schwartz, Joe Marcus, Mike Gibson, and Glen Jacobs.  We were blessed by their presence over the years, and diminished by their passing.
Israel has been involved in a war on terrorism in some ways the same as the War on Terror we’ve found our Country embroiled in, and in other ways so different.  Two years ago I personally sent soldiers off to Iraq and Afghanistan, and this year, thank GOD, welcomed every one of them home again safe to their families and loved ones.

Locally and regionally, last fall Rabbi Rascoe participated in a project called the Traveling Rabbi’s.  Five regional Rabbis went together to their communities and put on adult education programs.  These were well attended and very educational.
Continuing the regional spirit, In February United Synagogue sponsored a Small Congregation leaders meeting in Grand Rapids which I had the privilege of attending with the other Presidents and Rabbis of the Michigan congregations outside the Detroit area.  I found that our sister congregations around the state face many of the same challenges we do and have.  Some are considering merging as we did in the 1960’s.  Others wonder if they can continue to afford fulltime rabbis.  All of them are concerned about our youth and their futures.  We decided that we are stronger together and to continue to work on programs to bring our communities and our Youth closer together.  
Out of all these larger communities, our little corner of the world, Benton Harbor, was the site of the first regional Jewish event held in August at Silver Beech.  Over 100 Jews from Indiana and Michigan, including the communities of South Bend, Kalamazoo, Grand Rapids, and even a few from as far as St. Joseph and Stevensville barbequed hot dogs and enjoyed the day spending time with old friends and making new ones – and of course – a few splashes in the lake.  We are planning more such events, such as youth shabbatons in the future.

I firmly believe that regionalism is one of the keys for keeping our communities strong.  Together we have shared wisdom and shared resources that we can all benefit from.

Last week, Rabbi Katzu spoke of his congregation’s determination to stand with Israel.  Last spring, before soldiers were kidnapped or rockets launched over the boarder by Hezbollah, our board voted to join the Jewish Federation of St. Joseph Valley’s Michiana Ties program to encourage our children to visit Israel in High School or college.  The program is simple.  Every year for a maximum of ten years the family puts just $75 into the fund.  Our Temple will match the $75 and then the Federation will contribute $100.  Over the 10 year period, this adds up to $2500 plus accrued interest.  If you decide to withdraw from the program, you will get your funds back plus accrued interest.  So – you have nothing to loose, and a world to gain.  Sign up needs to be completed by December and Debby Barton, the Executive Director of the Federation will be out to share more information with interested parents during Sunday School on October 29th before the Joint South Bend / Benton Harbor Young Judea trip to Jollay Orchards.
Our Grand Parent’s generation had it right.  If Victor and Edith Eichenbaum hadn’t sent Jerry to Israel, our congregation would never have had the blessing of having Liliane to lead our services, teach multiple generations of our community Hebrew, or lead our ritual committee.
If love of Israel and Jewish Camping hadn’t been an important part of the Levin & Gelder households would Al and Sondra be as involved in the Temple?  Would Beth have become a Chazzan?
Last Yom Kippur Rabbi Katzu shared a startling, yet not surprising bit of information with us in the afternoon study session.  A study from the Union for Reform Judaism found the following from all movements: (I’m condensing it a little)
	Jewish Education
	In Married
	Ritual Observance (1-5)
	Synagogue Members
	Being Jewish Important
	Attachment to Israel

	7-12 Years of Day School
	96%
	4.6
	84%
	86%
	67%

	Hebrew & Sunday School 7-12 Years (for us – Confirmation)
	76%
	3.1
	56%
	51%
	36%

	Hebrew & Sunday School 1-6 Years
	63%
	2.7
	44%
	36%
	21%

	Sunday School 7-12 Years
	60%
	2.6
	36%
	35%
	12%

	Sunday School 1-6 Years
	42%
	2.3
	30%
	28%
	13%

	No Jewish Education
	33%
	1.8
	12%
	16%
	12%

	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Jewish Experiences
	In Married
	Ritual Observance (1-5)
	Synagogue Members
	Being Jewish Important
	Attachment to Israel

	Jewish Youth Group – Yes
	75%
	3.3
	58%
	57%
	37%

	Jewish Youth Group - No
	49%
	2.3
	28%
	27%
	17%

	Jewish Camping - Yes
	77%
	3.3
	59%
	56%
	41%

	Jewish Camping - No
	46%
	2.3
	25%
	25%
	14%

	Israel Travel - Yes
	80%
	3.5
	60%
	60%
	53%

	Israel Travel – No
	51%
	2.4
	32%
	32%
	17%


Confirmation is that important, Camp is that important, and Israel is that important.  As Norm Crawford, my barber, says, “you keep putting good stuff in to them, and you’ll get good stuff out.”

Thanks to the support of the community, and the foresight of families like the Sorkins and the Kirshenbaum’s, who set up a scholarship funds, we sent 5 of our young people to Jewish camps this past summer.  Thanks to the hard work of our religious school, we offer programs that can keep our Youth engaged through their early High School years in confirmation class.  In years gone by this has been the end, and we’ve watched our young people drift away from the Temple, and in some cases, from the continued practice of Judaism.
Over the past several years, our Temple children have had the opportunity to become involved in Young Judea.  This keep’s them connected to programs here, in South Bend, regionally and nationally through their High School years.  Our challenge has been to find an advisor for our local group.  I am pleased to announce that this year we have Yifat Bear, the Israeli Shelicha from the Federation who has agreed to keep our chapter running and alive with her Israeli Ruach, Spirit.
The Federation has several Israeli programs coming up over the next month.  BG Ruth Yaron is the spokesperson for the IDF and the only female BG on the force.  She will give us a first hand perspective on the recent war and how the IDF tries to find balance in the media.  There is a Donor Dinner followed by her talk and a desert reception at the Federation on November 2nd.
Barukh Binah, the Israeli Consul of the Midwest will be speaking on Wednesday October 11th at De Bartolo Hall at the University of Notre Dame.  On Tuesday October 24th, the Federation is hosting an “Honor Israel Night” at the Century Center in South Bend.  By connecting to the greater Jewish community and supporting these programs is another way we can all “Stand With Israel.”

Over the past several months, you should have started to get the newsletter for The Jewish Federation of St. Joseph Valley.  Our congregation is now on their mailing list too.  If you’re not getting it, please let Ginny know.  The Federation is a part of United Jewish Communities, formerly known as UJA.  We have been asked to join their board as well.  If anyone has an interest in being the ambassador between our community and the greater South Bend Jewish Community, please let me know.

Two weeks ago Al Levin and I met with the President and executive Director of the Federation. We plan to work collectively over the next several months to raise funds for UJC.  Now, with the Michiana Ties Program, the Israeli Shelicha, and the wonderful programs, such as the ones I mentioned earlier, I’d like to encourage all of us to become members of the Federation and continue to support the United Jewish Communities Campaign when you’re called upon this year.
We’ve had a lot of great activities this past year. We’ve celebrated Sukkot, Simcha Torah, Hanukah, Purim and Pesach together.  We’ve gone to the Beech for Services and Outings, we’ve gone to plays and held a rummage sale and even hosted our second annual Fiddle Fest.  We’ve sent our kids to camp, and continued their education here.  All of these things don’t happen without the help love and support of a lot of volunteers and the continued financial support of the entire local Jewish Community.
I want to thank the Endowment committee, lead by Ted Kirshenbaum for their continued support and their commitment to the Temple and its future.  
It’s so hard to thank everyone without missing somebody.  So I’d like to do it a little different this year.

First our super stars, Liliane and Sondra who lead our services and teach our children Hebrew throughout the year.  To Jack who does the sermons when the Rabbi is in Lafayette and so much more.  To my current co-president, Bob Yampolsky, to my mentor and past co-president, Edie Weinstein, to Ginny for keeping the office humming and tracking all the details that would bite us -- and me in particular -- in the tuchas if she didn’t.  To Hershel for reading Torah and being a marvelous example of how to lead a life devoted to Torah and mitzvoth.  All of you please stand up.  I’d also like to thank Rabbi Rascoe for all his help and devotion to our synagogue.
If you’re a teacher, or have helped as a parent volunteer this year, please stand up.  If you’ve volunteered and helped with a program, please stand up.  If you’ve lead all or a portion of a service this year, please stand up.  If you’re a member of the board of directors, please stand up.  If you’re a member of the Endowment Committee, please stand up.  If you’ve help an elected post in the Young Judea chapter, please stand up.  If you went to camp, please stand up.  If you went to a Young Judea program, please stand up.  If you’ve helped in the kitchen or sponsored an oneg in the past year, please stand up.  If you’ve attended any Temple program in the past year, please stand up.  If you’ve schlepped your kids to Temple for religious school or services on a cold winter’s day, please stand up.  If you’re a member of a committee, please stand up.  If you’ve donated to the Endowment, contributed to the Long Term Gift Commitment, made a donation to any other Jewish Tzdakah, please stand up.  If you’ve been to a service since last Yom Kippur, please stand up.  Look around you.  There are some political leaders I don’t like quoting, but as you can truly see, “It does take a Village.” Thank you.  Thank you all from the bottom of our hearts.  You make this temple a special place to be.  You make our little corner of the Jewish World a better place to be and raise our families.  You make the hard work we all do throughout the year worthwhile.  Please be seated.
I’d also like to make a special thanks to Al Vanderhoof.  Al, who couldn’t make it today has worked silently behind the scenes for years as a member of the board and as our temple’s accountant making sure the Rabbi and Ginny get paid and the IRS doesn’t come looking for our first born.
And finally, I’d like to make a special acknowledgment.  Liliane, please come up to the bimah.


Volunteer of the Year – Liliane
May you have a year of blessing and joy and may you have an easy fast. 

Shana Tovah
