Yom Kippur - The culmination of Aseret Yimay Teshuvah, the 10 days of personal introspection beginning with Rosh Hashanah and ending tonight with Neilah.  The literal translation means the 10 days of repentance.   

Nevertheless, I prefer to view this not as a time of only repentance, but a time to reflect on the past year.  Therefore, I beg your indulgence, as I look back with you on these past years of Tifereth Israel.

For those of you who know me well, you know I believe that things happen for a reason.  And so - in this vein - it was truly “beshert” that Harriet Levin handed me this book at our last board meeting.  “We found this cleaning out the United Synagogue office and I thought you should have it.”

Opening it revealed the most amazing gifts ever…and I will leave it here for you, our TI family to review it represents our history, so please bear with me while I review some key points with you.

NVJCC - I know that some of you still remember what those letters mean. The Neshaminy Valley Jewish Community Center, grew out of a deep spiritual need from approximately 20 Jewish families.  Services were held in a medical building until a ranch house was purchased   in 1973. Membership numbers increased by leaps and bounds and High Holiday Services were held in the Valley School. This incredible growth to 175 families necessitated a larger facility.

$137,500 - hardly enough money now to purchase even a townhome.  For those of you who were involved in the shul in the late 70’s, I’m sure that this number has special meaning to you.  This was the purchase price for the 9.3 acre Van Sant farm. A daunting task even in those days - fundraising was at the forefront of everyone’s mind and the land was purchased in May of 1977.  That summer, NVJCC became Tifereth Israel Synagogue, meaning

“glory of G-d, named after a shul destroyed during Kristellnach - the night of broken glass in Nazi Germany.

How were we going to do this…yet, in 1980, these doors were open for the very first time.. and 25 years later here we are, in the Ravitch auditorium, with the Judy Sayre educational wing and the Jason Rubin Teen Center… daunting tasks, and yet, if we dream it, it can and will be accomplished

These past few years have been difficult ones- changing demographics and declining membership have contributed to a tenuous financial foundation.  As graciously as we have aged, TI has unfortunately not - botox, foundations and dermabrasions will not work on her foundation. What She needs however is you..  your hard core commitments through your  increased pledge today..  so that our fiscal solvency can be assured. Most importantly we need you…. As my articles have mentioned-we need each and every one of you to take a stance-a commitment stance to insure that TI ages graciously and will be here for your children and their children. Many of you know that merger talks have come..  and gone.. because your voices have resonated load and clear through these walls: 

There must always be a conservative Jewish center in Lower Bucks County…I am asking you to insure that this remains so.

I ask you now to reflect upon what Tifereth Israel means to you. TI is more than just a building of bricks and mortar. We have watched our children grow and develop, experiencing the essence of living Judaism. Many of us have celebrated wonderful life cycle events here-baby namings, bar/bat mitzvahs and our children’s aufrufs.. We have also come together in times of sadness-funerals and shiva minyans. We have also come together as a community in troubled times - I will never forget That horrific day in Sept…when this room was filled to capacity-we were all shell-shocked at the horrific occurrences in our country, and yet-our rabbi was able to offer us spiritual words of comfort and healing…Where else did we choose to go on that day in Sept-no place, but our spiritual home..  where we knew we could find solace and compassion, where we could weep among friends and find comfort in hugs from our fellow TI family.

We gathered here last week for Rosh Hashanah, and during these past ten days, we have been asked to conduct a process of self-reflection.. a time to look inward and evaluate where we have been and where we are going. A time to answer hard questions on the life we have chosen to lead, and changes that we might want to make…

As you reflect on turning down one of those tabs in your envelope know that the mandate and your voices were heard ever so clearly…

On this day of atonement, when we are at one with G-d, and at one with our prayers, I ask you to consider the most important question of all…  if Tifereth Israel, our spiritual home, was not here ..where would you be… where would we all be…where would this family of 200 plus be….and most importantly, where would that place be that we call home????
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