Yom Kippur
September 2004
Shanah Tovah    ----  Shabbat Shalom
Why are you here?
Why today?

Why this place?

Surely we can seek to atone for our sins on other days or other places.  We don’t have to be here not to eat.
As I look around the room, I can imagine as many answers as there are people here.  But, we have one thing in common.  Come this day, we want and need to be in shul, together, a community, to be a part of services just as we have done through the generations.

The synagogue – this synagogue – is the center of our Jewish life.  It is the linchpin that ties us to those generations before us and, god willing, it is the foundation for our children, grand children and the generations to come.
Think about it….   
How many of you had children celebrate a bnai mitzvah, here or maybe even celebrated your own?  How many have or had children in our Hebrew school?  How many of you got married here, or had your children’s wedding here?  How many had a baby naming or unfortunately how many needed us at time of illness or loss?
There are few here who could not answer “yes” to at least one of those questions. And because of that, the Marlboro Jewish Center has become the foundation of your Jewish life.  
I come to you today to ask for your support in keeping this foundation strong.
Too often many of us think of the shul in terms of transactional Judaism…..  I pay my dues; I get a bar/bat mitzvah, High Holiday tickets, my kids go to Hebrew School.
Let’s look at it another way.  

The generations that came before us paid an awfully high price for their Judaism.  We’re fortunate that we don’t have to.  It’s easy for us.  But it’s not something we should take for granted.  We owe it to those who came before us, and we certainly owe it to those who will come after.

Look around you; many are sitting here today with families that encompass 2, 3 or even 4 generations.  How do we ensure that our traditions and way of life continue?  We do that with a strong and vibrant synagogue.

Our fundraising committee and I are asking you to consider making a meaningful commitment NOW to the synagogue.  Giving to the shul is tzedakkah – no different than any other type of tzedakah.  It is every bit as important as the other causes we give to--maybe it is even greater.  
Ultimately, it goes to enriching, growing and preserving our people.  Imagine what that can mean to you, your family and the generations of Jews to come.

Your tickets have fold over tabs with pledge amounts.  Please use the ticket with the label with your name on it.  To ensure privacy, we have provided an envelope, which is on your seat.  To ensure that we eliminate a potential “dangling chad”…  we did learn from the last election, we have provided a paper clip that you can use to secure the fold.
Demonstrate

You can either give your envelope to an usher or drop it off as you leave the shul today.  But, please make your commitment now.

Please give generously.

What we do now, will impact the future.   
Recognize that we are the vital link in an eternal chain that sustains and binds the Jewish people

Thank you and G’mar Chatima Tovah.
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