Gut Yontif,

It has been a wonderful year for me as co-president of B’nai Torah. I have

 enjoyed working with the officers, board members, committee chairs, past 

presidents, and all the wonderful volunteers. I especially enjoyed working

with Ellen Mendell as my co-president. She is creative, enthusiastic and 

always there to help me. Last year I told you that we had an extraordinary 

Rabbi and after his first year with us, I’m sure you all agree. He has all the

 qualities of a Rabbi that we were looking for. We are blessed that Colin,

 Amanda, Yoni, Ellie and Rafi are part of our  B’nai Torah  family.  I also 

want to welcome Cantor Helmreich. We are so grateful that you are with us 

again this year.

     It is Wednesday August 25th 2004  ISRAEL

Channel 1 interupts its regularly scheduled programming for special 

coverage of Gal Fridman’s gold medal windsurfing race. When programs are 

interupted in Israel it usually is a sign of disaster – of a bus blown to bits, of 

torn  bodies on the road, of Zaka volunteers picking up body parts. But 

thankfullytoday is different. A country held its collective breath as history

 was in the making on the world stage. For the first time in the 108 years of 

the modernOlympic Games Israel had won its first gold medal. Jews around 

the world felt pride that was rare and wonderful .

In 1972 the Olympics returned to Germany for the first time since 1936.

 Back then, Nazism was hitting its stride and Hitler hoped to use the Games 

as a way to show off  the superiority of his Aryan race.  Most Germans

 hoped the Munich Games would at least in some way help to heal the racial 

wounds caused by Hitler. The world was rife with political unrest. The 

Vietnam War raged on, racial tensions in the United States persisted and 

violence littered the Middle East. German President Gustav Heinemann 

welcomed the Olympics as “a milestone on the road to a new way of life

 with the aim of realizing peaceful co-existence among people”. In 1972

Israel’s athlete’s came to take part in the Olympics, which symbolize an 

aspiration toward peace, brotherhood and friendship among nations and 

human beings . In ancient times, wars were suspended during the Olympics

 and armies were prohibited from attacking the games. Truces permitted the

 worshipers and athletes to travel safely.  On the morning of September 5th 

1972 with six days left in the Games, the worst tragedy in Olympic history

 hit. Eight Arab terrorists stormed into the Olympic Village and raided the 

apartment building that housed the Israeli contingent. Two Israeli athletes

 were killed and nine more were seized as hostages. The terrorists demanded 

the release of over 200 Palestinians serving time in Israeli jails along with 

two renowned German terrorists. When the German police attempted to

 rescue the Israeli hostages at Munich  airport, all the hostages were killed.

 Athletic competition was suspended for24 hours. During a day of mourning,

 a memorial service was held at the main stadium in front of 80,000 

spectators.  In a controversial decision, I O C President Avery Brundage 

declared “The Games must go on”. And so they did, with the Olympic and 

national flags flying at half mast.

   The most memorable footage from Munich should have been that of 

American Jewish swimmer Mark Spitz winning his 7th gold medal or 17 year

old  Russian gymnast Olga Korbut wowing the world on the balance beam.

 Instead, we’re left with disturbing photos of terrorists in ski masks and of a

 policeman standing on the roof of the compound waiting to pounce with a

 semi-automatic weapon. And ultimately we’re left with the video of ABC

 announcer Jim McKay uttering his fateful words, “They’re all gone”.

    Israel has fought many wars and even though it became a jewish state in 

1948 it has continued to fight for its survival and its place among the nations 

of the world. On August 25th  2004 when Israel’s flag was raised to the top

 of the middle flagpole for the very first time, Jews in Israel and around the 

world cried tears of happiness and pride. The flag raising ceremony and the

 playing of Hatikva as Gal Fridman and some 300 Israeli’s proudly sang

 along was on prime time on NBC.

   The feeling watching Fridman win is different than the regular pride 

citizens of other countries feel when their athletes are victorious. It is 

something that is peculiarly Jewish, peculiarly Israeli. At a time when Jews

 in France are afraid to walk out their doors displaying any sign of their

 jewishness, when the Foreign Ministry tells Israeli’s  going abroad not to

 wear T shirts with hebrew writing, there was something deeply moving

about watching Fridman proudly wrap himself in an Israeli flag when he

 realized he had won the gold medal. Fridman said he knew exactly what he

 would do when he returned home. He would take the medal  to the

 memorial for the  murdered 11 Olympians and show it to them, to show 

they are always with us, to show we have moved on, and that we are winning.

     This achievement speaks volumes about Israel’s vast reserves of 

Resiliency. 32 years after the Munich massacres, the Israeli flag was raised 

at the Olympics in victory, not lowered to half mast in mourning. Four years 

after the current war has sapped so many lives and so much time and energy, 

Israel retains trappings of normalcy – and nothing is more normal than 

sporting events.

    If you were a Jew watching T.V., you would had to have ice in your 

veins and a stone for a heart not to cry when the Israeli flag was raised and 

Hatikva  played  as Gal Fridman accepted  his gold medal.
All Jews cried watching the gold medal ceremony because we are all part of 

this winning team. WE   ARE  ALL ON THE  JEWISH  TEAM.

 We can  take great pride and satisfaction that we have survived 5,000 years

 of hate and persecution, survived the holocaust and created a Jewish

 homeland. Not only have we survived but we have flourished. It is why we

 support Israel and it is why we yearn for peace. It is why we support our 

Jewish institutions at home  and    TODAY  it is why we support this 

beautiful synagogue. So our children and our  children’s children will cry 

with joy when they hear Hatikva sung on a world  stage.  (PAUSE)

   It is time for our annual High Holiday Appeal. Running a synagogue takes

 a lot of money. Our membership dues do not cover all our costs. This

 summer we discovered a termite and mold problem in two of our

 classrooms. The Rabbi’s office had a leak. The roof needs emergency 

repairs before the winter comes. This is a wonderful shul, but not a 

particularly wealthy one. We depend on our High Holiday Appeal. Last year 

we raised $21,000.00. This year we need to raise $30,000.00. This represents
 a 50% increase. We have a few people who can give in the thousands,

 without hardship. We are indebted to them. From all of us, thank you for 

your past support and your pledge this year. Some can only give a little, but

 everyone can give something, and many can give significantly more than

 last year. Please do YOUR  fair share.  If you don’t have your  pledge card 

please raise your hand and an usher will bring it to you.

    Please give with pride, give with a sense of support for 5,000 years of 

Jewish traditions. Give with a sense that you are part of the Jewish team

When you give, know that your children are looking to you to set an

 example. Give enough so that it hurts a little. Rest assured, it is only Jews

 that will support Jewish institutions and only WE will support B’nai Torah.

     I fervently hope that we will all be inscribed and sealed in the Book of 

Life for a sweet and healthy year.      SHANAH  TOVAH
