President’s Message – Cong. Beth Shalom   Kol Nidre 9/24/04  
Shana Tova and Shabbat Shalom.


It is truly a privilege and honor to stand before you on the holiest of all days – Yom Kippur and Shabbat!

Yasher koach to all of you for being here tonight . . . for choosing to belong to Beth Shalom . . .  and for helping us exceed our expectations in so many ways. 

As you probably already know, this past year has been very busy for Beth Shalom. . . . Let me tell you, “busy” works for us. It looks good on us. . And is extremely rewarding!  

We began to put into place the tools we need to ensure the continued day to day vitality and the long-term future of Beth Shalom, and already, our accomplishments are numerous! 
Last week, I saw a sign of growth when we ran out of chairs during the Rosh Hashanah family service. This was a good problem!
Now let me share with you a few of our successes: 

· To begin with, our board set a goal of 40 new members.  We surpassed it with 68, and more are interested. As word spreads, we must work together to reach out to the community and continue to expand our membership base. What if each of us makes a personal pledge to recruit one new member to Beth Shalom? Just think of the possibilities! Let’s keep the buzz going strong.
· We also launched our Etz Hayim Tree of Life Endowment campaign to help strengthen Beth Shalom for the future. To date, we have raised more than $1.25 million towards our $4 million goal.   This is an amazing accomplishment, and we are just getting started.
· Our staff is also a critical part of that future … which is why we have added two talented and dedicated people to our professional team --  – Danny Kochavi, our Director of Education and Youth and David Appelman, our Family Life Coordinator. . .  In a short time, they seem like long-time Beth Shalom family members.  If you have not had a chance to experience their upbeat energy, you should really do so. 
· Our curriculum is expanding as well. We provided our older children in the Religious school with a CD of prayers and Torah tropes, which should help them better understand, enjoy and participate in our services … And we are thinking about creating a similar CD for adults who may want a little tune up!!  We also introduced a new musical component to our school curriculum, which already seems to be quite popular. This is an addition to our youth choir and orchestra, both of which are going strong.
· We invigorated our Hebrew High School AND implemented new enrichment, educational and social programs through MANY OF our auxiliary groups.  We even brought in Stephen Fried, author of The New Rabbi. He wowed a packed crowd with his insight into the complex rabbinic search process . . . a process we are learning here first-hand right now. 
· Throughout it all, we have strived to uphold the highest standard of member services. . to make all of our members feel comfortable here.   
· Our final accomplishment is bittersweet. We have looked inside ourselves. . tried to determine our priorities and identify our core values as a congregation. We began a process . . . an open and inclusive process . . . to search for a rabbi to replace Rabbi David Nelson when he retires after more than three decades on OUR pulpit. I want to assure you that while Rabbi Nelson will be assuming a different role, both he and Alicia plan to stay here in our community, and they will always be a part of Beth Shalom. Rabbi and Alicia . . . I am glad you will be around.

That’s quite a list of accomplishments, don’t you think?

To truly move forward, we must also reflect on our history.  It is our Jubilee year and we have been celebrating.  Now, we are preparing for our big event on Oct. 10th – the 50th Jubilee Gala Dinner and Silent Auction. 
We will be celebrating our rich heritage. . .  and the founders who played significant roles in what started as the Oak Park Synagogue . . . We will highlight the commitment and dedication of so many of you through the years. . . And we will honor Rabbi David and Alicia Nelson for their many contributions, which have been significant.

It is just a few weeks away, and we have close to 300 people signed up for the event and silent auction bids are already coming in.. The gala is a hot ticket in town and we want all of you to be there to enjoy this truly memorable and enjoyable evening. BUT we have to stop taking reservations on Monday, Oct. 4. so if you plan on coming, please send in your rsvp.

· 



Because of our collective hard work, and our ongoing dedication to this congregation, Beth Shalom is indeed going places. . . And we want you to come along with us.. to promote an atmosphere filled with meaningful conversation, sacred moments, fun and warmth.


We know that expanded programming is critical to our future. . .  And we know that great ideas and following through with them make the difference between a good . . .  and a great . . . congregation.  
Beth Shalom is a great congregation! 

We also know that maintaining a synagogue – not to mention – expanding one, costs money. So while we tend to reach for the stars, we must also keep our feet on the ground, so we can reach for the lights and our sound system and know that they will be working.  We need to meet our yearly budget – so we can continue the legacy that our synagogue founders began 50 years ago.
At this most holy time of year, we reflect and repent … as we strive to become the best people we can be.  While doing so, we have the opportunity to define our generosity, which is one of life’s greatest privileges.   

We can help the less fortunate, work to make the world a better place to live, and embrace our spirituality. We can give of our time and talents … and we can contribute financially. 

Beth Shalom anchors us to our Jewish traditions. It has been here for us for 50 years.   As we come together from varying backgrounds and levels of observance, we share a common bond – our commitment to our Jewish heritage and our obligation to help shape future generations into knowledgeable, capable Jews. 
 If we want to ensure that Beth Shalom continues to be here for us and for generations to come, we must continue to support our congregation generously.  


You can start tonight by folding down your pledge card. Please pass it to one of our officer’s.. 

I thank you for your commitment to Beth Shalom. . to our shared future.. And to our continued development and growth. 

Gemar hatima tova … have an easy fast.  I wish each of you a healthy and peaceful year!
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