Kol Nidre Address

Beth Tikvah Congregation, (280)

Richmond, BC

Howard Harowitz, President


Erev Tov, v’Shannah Tovah l’kolchem

One Rosh Hashanah morning, the Rabbi noticed little Adam was staring up at the large plaque that hung in the foyer of the synagogue. It was covered with names, and small flags were mounted on either side of it. The seven-year old had been staring at the plaque for some time, so the Rabbi walked up, stood beside the boy, and said quietly, "Good morning, Adam."

"Good morning, Rabbi," replied the young man, still focused on the plaque. 

"Rabbi, what is this?" Adam asked.

"Well, it's a memorial to all the young men and women who died in service."

Soberly, they stood together, staring at the large plaque. Little Adam's voice was barely audible when he asked: "Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur?"

Outstanding! Brilliant! Impressive! – words which aptly describe some of our recent accomplishments here at Beth Tikvah – and words which will most certainly describe our next few years! The reason? The people who make it happen, by donating time, passion, and money, to ensure we are there for each other.

To start, some well-deserved ‘thank-yous’. There are a number of people to whom we all owe a debt of gratitude - their tireless efforts and creative energy have been essential to our success.

A group of people finished up their terms on the Board this last spring, but it’s clear from their continued involvement in other ways that they have not stopped being contributors: Peter Kafka, Marilyn Ehrlich, Patti Aknin, Tammi Belfer, Rochelle Brown, Mike Favel, Shayla Feldstein, Donna Felgar, Beth Gubbay and Vivian Garfinkel. I miss each of you at our Board table.

That said, many equally talented and dedicated people have remained on the Board, continuing to make outstanding contributions: a core of the Executive - Jeff Wachtel, Faye Elias, and Ben Baker – I have regularly and repeatedly relied on your wise counsel, and you have never let me down; and Board members - Andrew Altow, Rhonda Barish, Kyle Berger, Tamar Cohen, Jeanna Gavsie, Elliott Myers, Geri Sorin, Linda Steiner, and Arthur Weinstein. You have all been amazing contributors up to now, and it’s clear that you continue to serve us incredibly well. Thank you!

And in the goal of constant renewal, we have also added a stellar cast to the Board this past spring: Nanci Cohen on the Executive, and Board Members Cindy Behrmann, Ryan Berger, Debbie Kafka, Ann Krauss, Randy Rosenheck, Jeff Rothberg, Tova Wolinsky, and Carla Zivot. Each of you has made Beth Tikvah a richer place through your hard work. 

Collectively, this Board has lightened my load and made it a pleasure for me to serve as President. No, I’m not running for another term, but I am certainly enjoying this one. Thanks to all of you!

If you know one thing about Beth Tikvah, you know that our office staff are an amazing duo. They are the professionals that pull it all together. I often joke to either Inna or Francie that they better watch it, or we might decide to replace them with ten good people! To Ina Guttman and Francie Steen, a huge thank you.

Cantor Lippa: You came into our lives seven years ago, and it just keeps getting better! You add such beauty and warmth to our High Holidays, and I love having you here – we all love having you here! To top it off, we get your folks and David with us every year as icing on the cake. If you look up “match made in heaven” in the dictionary, I think it describes this shiddach between Beth Tikvah and the Lippa clan.

And Rabbi Kaiser-Blueth: You have been here for less than a month! Yet, I feel as if I have known you and Suzy for years! You have already touched many hearts, minds and souls. So many people have come up to me and told me how pleased they are that you and your family are now part of our family. May we grow much, much older together!

And of course, there are many, many others who also contribute in huge ways. To all of you, a heartfelt thank you from me and from the entire congregation.


We are here tonight, at the crescendo of our High Holiday journey. A time of introspection and reflection. An experience that is not only personally intense, but also intensely personal. So I have a question. What are you all doing here? You could be at home, in more comfortable clothes, on a more comfortable chair, doing your own thing. Why is it, that even for an intensely personal, introspective moment such as this we choose to be with each other?

The answer is simple. We Jews are communal beings. We get together to mark important events – Weddings, Bat Mitzvahs, Brit Mila / Baby Namings. We get together to celebrate, to learn, to pray, and alas also to mourn. (Of course, we Jews also get together to eat…)

And the “why” is pretty obvious. We enjoy the company, to be sure, but it’s more than that. As a community, we provide much that is important to each other’s well-being: encouragement, strength, support, comfort. A sense of “connectedness”.

There are many institutions that serve our communal needs:

· JFSA helps those less fortunate;

· RJDS and TT provide day-school education for our kids;

· The JCC provides a social and athletic meeting framework;

· Hillel provides a Jewish focus for campus life;

· And the list goes on…

But answer this – how many of you have traveled to another city, or half way around the world, for that matter, to attend a special event at one of those sister institutions in another city? Compare that, if you will, to the frequency with which you go there, or others come here, to join in some event that has the synagogue at its center.

Why? It goes back to that communal thing – for the joy of each other’s company, for encouragement, for strength, for support, for comfort: to be connected!

Look around you – we have parents, children, cousins, close family friends who have come from all over the world to pray with us – to connect. 

· If you are a visitor – if you’ve come from out of town to be with us tonight, please stand so we can welcome you, and make the connection.
· Would your “hosts”, the ones you came to be with, please stand up and join them, so that we may connect with you also.

· if you have joined the BT family within the past 3 years, please also stand so we may connect with you.

· if you have celebrated a Bar or Bat Mitzvah at BT, please join those standing.

· if you have celebrated a baby naming, a brit milah, a chupah at BT, please also stand.

· if you have buried a loved one at BT cemetery, observed your period of mourning at BT and/or said kaddish for a loved one at BT, please stand.

· if you come to BT to pray at the HH, please stand and join the rest of us…

so that we may all connect with each other    -   pause…. 

Thank you, please be seated.

Bottom line, other institutions cater to our body, to our mind, maybe even to our social self – but nothing else nourishes our soul and connects us to our Judaism and to each other in the same way as Beth Tikvah.

A Chassidishe Story –  Chaim has a dream in which an angel appears, offering him the answer to any one question of his choice (you see, Jewish angels, unlike the genies of other fables, are not so generous with their powers!). Without hesitation, Chaim asks the angel to reveal the secrets of “olam ha’bah” the world to come. So the angel takes Chaim to a large hall where there are long banquet tables laden with platters of the most incredible, delectable dishes Chaim has ever seen – this is no ordinary “all you can eat buffet”! Chaim exclaims to the angel that this must surely be heaven. 

The angel corrects him, and tells Chaim to take a closer look. Chaim notices that everyone in the room has forks attached to their forearms in place of hands. But the forks are four feet long! So, picture this pathetic, anguished scene that begins to dawn on Chaim – he realizes that because the forks are longer than their forearms, those in the hall can’t get any food to their mouths.  No matter how they struggle, they are unable to enjoy the banquet.                      Chaim quickly realizes that this is, indeed, the epitome of hell – incredible potential, unrealized!

So next, the angel takes Chaim to another great hall, again with banquet tables laden with an amazing feast. Again, the residents have long forks attached to their arms instead of hands…    Only here, everyone is feeding each other!

The Parallel is Obvious. We are the most fortunate people on this earth. We have a banquet layed out before us: 

· We have a vibrant membership – People we can count on as friends, to celebrate with us in our times of joy, and to support us in our times of need. As I mentioned in my opening remarks, a talented, committed core who add immensely to our well-being.

· We have a new Rabbi! – What can I say? We are truly excited at the potential he and Suzy offer to our community.

· We have an incredible facility.

We have accomplished a lot together, but the potential is much, much greater. The Rabbi is brimming with new ideas/initiatives he wants to get started on. The Board has exciting ideas to add to the mix. 

But it won’t happen without your help. Your membership dues are truly appreciated, and I thank you for all the support you have already given. But dues go only so far – every Board portfolio has had to limit its plans due to tight budget constraints. To really grow and flourish, we need additional financial resources.

Last week I wrote to you, asking you to consider making a contribution to support Beth Tikvah, the heartbeat of our community. The time has now come to put your resolve into action. 

Last year, as a community we generated close to $10 thousand from our Kol Nidre appeal. Nothing would give me greater pleasure than to announce in our next Chai Lites that this year we topped $15 thousand. Can you imagine the fantastic additional connections we can make by putting those extra funds to good use?

So please pick up the Beth Tikvah campaign card that you found on your seat when you came in. Please consider making a contribution that will help us be there for each other. Give not only to feed others, but also with the confidence that by making Beth Tikvah strong, you will be ensuring that we are also there for you when your soul needs nourishment.

Please consider extending beyond the already generous contribution you made last year – will you consider going up two, or even one category from last year? 

Whatever you decide:

· Thank you for your generosity. 

· Thank you for “being there”, to help ensure that we give each other the encouragement, the support, the strength, and the comfort we can provide and must provide to each other 

· Thank you for ensuring that we stay connected

After all, we are family!

From Trudy, my children Aaron Josh and Sara, and me, I wish you a year of happiness and good health, and “connectedness”

Shannah Tovah 

