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Good Yom Tov once again.


First, I want to first congratulate everyone who has congratulated me for the outstanding services that we had on Rosh Hashanah and will continue to have through tomorrow evening.   The credit really belongs to others on this pulpit, specifically Rabbi Panitz and Cantor Bender, who are a joy to work with and to know.  It’s really one of the joys of being president, which belies the standard assumption that there is no joy in being president.

 This is a great synagogue with a long tradition of satisfying spiritual experiences in this sanctuary, and so you deserve no less than the best. Your board of directors has made difficult but courageous decisions to get us to this moment and they deserve your thanks as well.


I also want to commend those of you who responded so generously to my appeal on Rosh Hashanah for immediate financial assistance to purchase a new steam boiler and condenser units so we can finally have reliable heating and air conditioning.  Typically those speeches generate roughly 40 contributions totaling $25,000.  This year 130 of you made gifts, exceeding $148,000. To say the least, I was and am overwhelmed and was a clear indication to me of not only your appreciation of the critical nature of the infrastructure challenge we face but also your deep love for this institution. 


Not everyone participated and as I said last week, I am not going to pressure anyone to commit to a pledge they cannot fulfill.   However our goal is really about  $170,000.  I am confident we will make it.  Indeed I would not mind exceeding it so we could begin a rainy day fund for future capital needs.  Therefore if you have not committed to this emergency campaign, because you were not in services on the first day of Rosh Hashanah, did not have your tickets, or just could not make a decision on the spot, there is still an opportunity to do so. 


David Kruger and Barry Einhorn will have the envelopes in the rear of the sanctuary for those of you who need one.  Send in your pledge when you get home or call the office or me Monday to do so.   

This is a defining moment, not just for our HVAC system, but also for Temple Israel.  Unless for some reason you have an aversion to air conditioning or heating, please be part of this collective undertaking.  We will publish the names of all who participated, without specific amounts, in the next bulletin, and I would like to have everyone who wishes to be included, listed in that publication. 

What I would like to detail for you this evening is what will be occurring within this soon-to- be fully heated and air-conditioned building over the next eight months or so.  Through e-mail, I read what other conservative congregations are providing to their members in terms of programs and none, as far as I can tell, can match what is on the agenda for the coming year at Temple Israel.


Let me start with our daily minyans and Shabbat services which are highly satisfying, meaningful and pleasurable ways to connect with fellow congregants.  Just because you are not in the habit of coming here on a regular or semi-regular basis during those times does not mean you can’t start.  When I hear members say, I won’t come on Saturday because the service goes on too long, I really don’t know what they’re talking about. We are always finished by noon unless there’s a bar or bat mitzvah and you can eat lunch here or get on with your day, although you would miss the kugel of the week.


But I understand that special events attract the largest attendance, and those are on the way.  First let me talk about our Celebration of Jewish Music that continues on December 10 with Chanukah Carnivale, which is replacing, for now, our annual Hanukah Carnival.  This will be a wonderful evening to bring the entire family for a latke dinner, games and other activities.  Cantor Bender and Rabbi Panitz will present a special sermon and song here in the sanctuary that will be, as you might predict, powerful and memorable.  Wendy Auerbach is chairing this event and would love your help.


On January 21, we will make history at Temple Israel and I will predict that every seat, including the balcony, will be filled, or at least should be.  That night, we will conduct our annual commemoration of Shabbat Shirah, the story of the crossing of the Red Sea. But we will celebrate the freedom of all peoples as well by remembering Dr. Martin Luther King on the anniversary of his birth and the continuing quest for equality in America. To help us do that, we are partnering with Calvary Revival Church in Norfolk and its marvelous pastor, Bishop Courtney McBath, who will along with Rabbi Panitz will deliver a message that evening.  If you don’t know, Calvary attracts 6,000 persons to three services each Sunday to its sanctuary next to Military Circle.  With Bishop McBath will come many Calvary congregants along with the church’s dynamic choir and orchestra.  I have seen Howard Bender sing with an African American church choir. It’s unforgettable, and that will be part of the program that evening.  

As much as we are looking forward to that night, Calvary Revival is just as enthusiastic. January 21 falls during a prayer period when the Church never schedules outside events.  But Bishop McBath is bending the rules this year because he, like us, wants to expand positive relations between the African American and Jewish communities.  

The final event on our music calendar will be an April 17 concert called Nefesh Yehudi, Music for the Jewish Soul.  It will feature Cantor Bender, international cantorial soloist and opera sensation Peter Strummer and a first ever joint piano performance by our own Rabbi Panitz and his son Zeke who completes his studies at Berklee School of Music in Boston this year.  This will be a gala evening and fundraiser, and I for one can’t wait.  Brenda Klar, Bootsie Goldmeier and others will be honchoing that night.


But there’s more.  On February 18, our membership committee, chaired by Sara Jo Rubin, is coordinating Shabbat Bayit, where several veteran congregants will host dinners, especially aimed at involving our newest members.  It will include a dialogue in each home on a selected moral issue, a discussion that will continue the next day during Shabbat services. 


The following week, Rabbi Panitz will lead us on a trip to Jewish Philadelphia.  Details will be forthcoming, but this will be a wonderful time to be together and visit Jewish institutions in a major American city.  Harry and Sue Cohen are coordinating that excursion, and they would love to have enough participants so we can rent a bus.


We also have a murder mystery night on the calendar that Barry and Lois Einhorn are planning for January 29. Details to follow.  There will also be a Sephardic night with special foods and events on Friday, November 5.   __________ is chairing that evening.  


For all these events and committees, we need people to bake, people to plan, people to make phone calls, people to sell tickets, people to lend a hand or a back or a vehicle.  My goal is not to have the same half dozen congregants do all the work although we really could use more participation in our Men’s Club and Sisterhood, which are so vital to the functioning of the synagogue.  If you would now, look at the cards at your seats and tell us which strike your fancy.  Take the card home with you and mail or drop it off here at the synagogue and tell us what roles you would like to play in the great year of activities ahead.    


Again, if you have not made a pledge for hearting and air conditioning, pick up an envelope as you depart this evening.  On behalf of Sara Jo, Molly, Danny and I as well as the board of directors, I hope you all have an easy fast and a safe and healthy new year.
