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I cannot believe that my first year as your President has come to an end. But, sure enough, Saturday night services are starting later, the overcoats of winter have disappeared, and we are already discussing High Holiday Services. 

I would like to take this opportunity thank you the congregation for reelecting me to the office of President for the upcoming year.  I believe that in today’s synagogues in order to be successful, to increase membership, to plan programs and to provide services we must reach out to the entire family rather then the individual.  Here at Temple Beth Torah we try to fill our member’s needs with a spiritual experience, an educational forum or a cultural program in a familiar format. This is no longer enough. I believe that our congregation has changed. We can not expect a significant commitment of human resources when only the Bar or Bat Mitzvah child goes to religious school. We must continue to find new and innovative ways to reach out and involve the entire family, our newer members, our ongoing members, our children our seniors and all those in-between.

I want us to provide programs that encourage parents to accompany their children for a true family experience. I want us as a TBT family to celebrate our Judaism together or celebrate Israel together in song and dance as one family. Go with your family and bring your family to our TBT family. Let us become a complete family center. I invite you all to join in participating, building and celebrating our Temple Beth Torah Community. 

It has been a busy year and we have accomplished many exciting and wonderful things. We have successfully negotiated a 15 year long term contract with Rabbi Katz. It’s nice to know that our Rabbi will be with us to lead us and guide us through the year 2020. We are celebrating our 45th year of service to the community with a gala journal dinner dance on Sunday night We have successfully implemented a new and revised two day Hebrew School Curriculum. We came out and marched in the Salute to Israel Parade. It’s was really great to see  so many representatives of our Temple family marching and showing their support and solidarity with The State of Israel this year. Our Temple Beth Torah Times was awarded the United Synagogues Solomon Schechter Award for Excellence in Synagogue Bulletins and Periodicals. We hosted a successful Israel Bond Drive and a UJA fund raising event. We dedicated beautiful new Torah Covers and we acquired 400 additional copies of the book called “New and Old Prayers and Readings for the High Holy Days” to add to the 100 copies that we already had on hand. Last year, so many of us enjoyed the readings contained in this book during the Rosh Ha Shanah and Yom Kippur services. We hope that more of you will be able to take advantage of it this year. We professionally recorded a Passover CD featuring Cantor Fliegelman, Rabbi Katz and our Junior Choir. We installed a new trouble free sliding partition wall and door system between the Sanctuary and the Social Hall. We managed to acquire 300 banquet chairs for our social hall. They really make such a tremendous difference in the way our social hall looks when it is set up for that special event and for the comfort of our temple family and their guests. We completely refreshed and rebuilt our temple web-site. We’ve added a photo gallery section and a new section called On line Tefeligh Mishabraches . I hope that you have all had a chance to visit our web-site. If you haven’t had the opportunity to visit us, please visit us soon and visit us often. We will look forward to seeing you on line. We have all worked very hard and I’m very pleased to report that we have managed to bring our fundraising activities to previously unprecedented levels.
As much as I would like to take credit for the above mentioned accomplishments this year, I can’t. I did not do it alone. Our Synagogue is privileged to be served by dedicated officers, Rabbi, Cantor and staff. Each one of our Vice-Presidents has been given an area of responsibility and I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks and gratitude to our devoted Executive Board, our hardworking Committee Chairpersons, our School Board and our dedicated Board of Trustees.
As I enter my second year as your President, I want to once again thank you, the membership, for your support. There is still a lot to be done. With your help, I believe that we can continue, to make Temple Beth Torah the place that offers opportunities, for families to participate together, in meaningful activities and prayer. I look forward to working with each and every one of you to make our shul even better.
