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High Holiday 2004 Appeal
It is at this time of the year we when, the Jewish people, come together as equals, as one to ask God for forgiveness so we may begin the New Year with a clean slate.  We stand before God with hope that each of us and our loved ones will be sealed in the Book of Life.  It is a time when we pray for More Ups than Downs; More Highs than Lows, More Smiles than Tears; More Good Times than Bad, and Only Happy Days and good things during the year ahead!
As we reflect on the past 12 months, we seek forgiveness not only from God but from our fellow man.  As one gets older one realizes that one of life’s greatest gifts are the relationships we have with each other.  The relationships and special moments spent with your spouse, your children, your family, and with friends.   
A few months ago, after going through a life altering tragedy (the loss of my mother), I have come to realize just how important those relationships and special friendships are.  The past several months have only reinforced two very important lessons instilled by my parents.

You cannot make someone love you.  You can only be someone who can be loved.

It is not what you have in your life but whom you have in your life that matters.

Shabbat morning it is my practice to meet and greet people as they enter the sanctuary.  Not only is it an opportunity to say hello, it is an opportunity for me on behalf of the entire congregation to offer congratulations or express condolences.  Each week I am asked the same question.  Who are you?  Well, I could come up with some cute, flippant answer such as; “I’m Big Mike, the bouncer” or “You’ve heard of the Donald, I’m the Michael”.  You’re laughing; you should have heard what my barber had to say!   
What is the proper answer when asked, “Who are you”?   After giving it some thought, the answer is very simple.  I am someone special.   I am one of God’s chosen people.  I am Michael, a Jew.  Being a Jew means that there are certain preset responsibilities and expectations.  Granted many of my responsibilities and expectations are self imposed with very high standards.  
I do believe in God and do feel that God’s expectations of me are that I be humble, have integrity, always speak the truth, and always do the right thing.  

To paraphrase the 15th Psalm; 
Who may dwell in God’s sanctuary?   How can we merit a place in His Presence?  Live with integrity, do what is right, and speak the truth without deceit.  Have no slander upon your tongue, do no evil to others, and do not mistreat your neighbor.

It is my obligation to live up to God’s expectations on a daily basis.  I know being Jewish is not a Life Style.  Being Jewish is a Way of Life.  There is a Jewish way to do everything.   I view the world through Jewish eyes and react to things with a Jewish heart and mind.  We know God created the world.  We also know that it is not a perfect world which is why we believe so strongly is Ti kun Olam.  As Jews, it is our task to help make this a better world.  And why should we make it a better world?  Because it is the right thing to do.  Doing the right thing is one of the fundamental beliefs of Judaism.  

The hymn Yigdal is based upon the principles of faith articulated by Maimonides.  
There is a Creator who alone created and creates all things.  He is one, unique.  He has no body, no form.  He is eternal.  He alone is to be worshipped.  
We know God is compassionate and understanding.  We also believe that that man is created in God’s image.  If Maimonides is correct that God has no body, no form what does it mean to be created in God’s image?  For me, it means that I, a Jew, one of God’s chosen am to be compassionate and understanding.  To be the best person I can be.  To live my life with the high values of our people and always do the right thing.  
As a Jew I know the difference between charity and Tzedukah.  And, do both.   I support Jewish charities, I know how important it is to affiliate with a synagogue, and be part of the Jewish community.  
In keeping with the concept that being Jewish is a Way of Life, I believe that it is important for every family to support the activities of the synagogue to whatever extent possible.  Beth Shalom is a very special place.  It is a place that is all about people.  It is a place where you will be greeted with open arms and your Judaism is not only validated it will be enriched and expanded.  The synagogue has been and must remain the core of Jewish life.  With everything we do there are overtones of a common theme; Family, Community, and Education.  We are fortunate to have an environment which allows us to expand our knowledge, strengthen our individual commitment, and be a center for life-cycle events.  Beth Shalom is a place where one can come daily to worship and have a personal dialogue with God.  It is a place where one will find an over abundance of activity.  We listen and attempt to meet the needs of all of our members.  With the inclusion of an elevator and handicap front doors as part of our renovation project we have made our facility accessible for all.  
We are a family and as such must care for one another.  Let us remember what being Jewish is all about.  Live with integrity and do the right thing.  
Therefore, I am asking those of you who are able…..to make a commitment to this year’s appeal.  I know that it may be an unrealistic goal, but it does not negate my desire for 100% family participation.  I am asking for each of us to come together.  As I stated earlier, Beth Shalom is all about people.  We are One Voice, One People, One Synagogue.

At this time, I am going take my pledge card and fold down a tab because I know it is the right thing to do.  I ask you to do the same.  Please fold a tab or tabs, please the card in the envelope and hand it to an usher.   And, may everyone be sealed in the Book of Life.
