High Holiday Speech  

 I want to tell you about the first time that I went to services at Temple Beth Sholom. I remember my experience very vividly. It was March 7, 1986.  That was 4 days after I attended the funeral of my Aunt and Uncle who were both brutally murdered in their own home, and they both died many, many years too soon. My Aunt Myrtle and my Uncle Marvin may they rest in peace, were the only 2 Jewish roll models that I had growing up. At the age of 10, they gave me a Jewish Holiday book, which was my first exposure to Judaism. My family lived a little more than one hour from Aunt Myrtle and Uncle Marvin, and we visited each other several times a year. 

During those memorable visits my caring Aunt Myrtle talked about her Hadasah group, Jewish marriage encounter, and activities that she helped out with her synagogue.  My charming  Uncle Marvin talked about his latest friendly argument with the Rabbi, and Uncle Marvin was sure that he made such persuasive arguments that the Rabbi would surely have to change his mind and agree with my uncle. After coming back from their funerals, I cannot possibly articulate the sense of lose I felt, nor my sense of aimlessness and inability to cope with this horrendous situation.  I felt hopeless.  I reflected upon my precious, and happy moments that I spent with my Aunt Myrtle and my Uncle Marvin.  I also reflected upon the time at the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson, Josh. At Josh's Bar Mitzvah I had just told my aunt and uncle I was 2 months pregnant, and they were thrilled. During the Private moments I spend with Aunt Myrtle, she talked to me about how important family was to her and conveyed to me the deep meaning of her faith. 

She also told me that it was too bad that I wasn't  raised Jewish, because Judaism had given her so much  spirituality and strength. When my aunt talked about Judaism, her eyes sparkled. Those precious moments were short lived, because 6 weeks after Josh's Bar Mitzvah, my Uncle Marvin and Aunt Myrtle were murdered. Their strong devotion to Judaism will be forever etched on my mind. I had only attended a synagogue about 6 times in my life. In memory of 2 great people whom I loved deeply, I was compelled to attend services. So, March 7, 1986, I attended services at TBS for my first time.
Temple Beth Sholom is here for all of us in our greatest moment of need. 

Last year my then 17 year old son applied to several colleges, and one of the college had an essay, "What diversity will you bring to our school?" This is a paragraph he wrote: And I quote: I learned the importance of spiritual enlightenment. I believe that because I am so deeply connected to my synagogue I am better equipped to deal with the strains of everyday life. I have learned to draw from my setback, rather than praying for them not to occur. Also, I can use my great sprititual connection in order to complete tasks that otherwise I never would have dreamed of completing. I realize how truly lucky I am to be a Jew."  Temple Beth Sholom is here for all of us in our quest for spitutuality. 

This last October within the same week, my dad was diagnosed with cancer and my mother-in-law was in a coma, fighting for her life. At the same time I flew out for my dad's surgery, my husband flew out to be with his mother. Friends took care of our

2 minor children. I look around the room today, and I see many of my temple friends, who brought my kids to their activities, and took care of my family,  which allowed my husband and me to take care of our parents.  You can always count on the TBS family to support each other. TBS has continued to be a source of strength for my family. I 

At this point in the Kol Nidre appeal, I would normally ask you to take out your pledge card. However, Instead I want to take out the weekly announcements. Notice the verse taken from Leviticus 18:5.  "You shall keep My Laws and My rules, by the pursuit of which a person shall live. I am HaShem." This verse will be read on Yom Kipper afternoon approximately 18 hours from now. This verse expresses the partnership between us and G-d. As G-d has given us laws and regulations through which we direct our lives so that we may live. We at TBS have established a strong community so that we may follow those rules and regulations that HaShem wants us to pursue.    Some of the laws and regulations which are vital to a strong community are listed in the Talmud. These are the deeds that yield fruit and continue to yield fruit in time to come: honoring parents, doing deeds of lovingkindness, attending the house of study punctually, providing hospitality, attending the dead, probing the meaning of prayer, making peace between one person and another, and between husband and wife.  And the study of Torah is the most basic of them all. We are all called upon. We, as Jews are all in this together; obligations are not limited to Moses, to Cohens, or to Levites; we are all called on to be responsible.  Responsibility includes keeping the laws given to us by God, our relationships with other people, and helping to maintain our synagogue.

One of the reasons I am here tonight is to help TBS, so that we continue to provide excellent programs and we continue to have a great community in order to keep the Laws and Rules of HaShem.  As most of you are probably aware, we are involved in a fund raising campaign  to pay down a portion of the mortgage debt and to upgrade the sanctuary lighting and, depending upon how much money is raised, refurbish the pews in the sanctuary. This is one very important aspect of our financial needs.  The other portion is to make sure we are meeting our day to day budgetary needs.

The synagogue dues pay only a small portion of our budget.  We depend on your generous donation to help fund our great programs, such as

our excellent RS program.  We have one of the best religious school programs. Our new computer lab allows individual learning, which allows all our children to be challenged and meet their full potential.  Our fabulous RS web site is interactive and allows for educational opportunities for both adults and children, and wonderful opportunities for families to learn and study together.

We have one of the finest adult education programs in the valley.

This program includes a Talmud class, our mini educational series, Discovering Judaism, just to name a few, and we are hoping to have a scholar in residence program. We will have a program learning about Ner Tamid, and having a class in order to contruct one, and several mini educational programs throughout the year.  The money that you will be asked to pledge tonight will go towards ensuring you the best RS education for your children, and the best adult educational programs possible.

All these wonderful activities need a building, including electricity and water.  With these essentials, this most holy place is here for you to enjoy all the holidays and Shabbat Services, so we can all come together in prayer and support.

We also need this building for our youth programs, where all our children from pre-school to high school can socialize, learn and laugh and cry together and have fun with other Jews who share similar values. 

In Jewish tradition, memory is sacred. At the time of the High Holidays, we especially think of our departed loved ones and feel their presence especially close to us. I am pleased to let you know that we are in the process of having new yahrtzeit boards in our sanctuary, so shortly you may have a concrete focal point for your precious memories.

Let's go back to the verse written in the weekly announcements, that will be read in approximately 18 hours from now.

This verse " You shall keep My Laws and My rules, by the pursuit of which a person shall live. I am HaShem." Has a gematria of 4286.  For those of you who are not familiar with gematria, most all the letter in the Hebrew alphabet have a number value.  Alpha=1, Bet=2, gimel=3, dalid=4 and so on.  We often think of 18 equaling life, the value of chai.  Chet-8 and Yud=10 for 18. The gematria of 4286 has a significant meaning. As we discussed tonight, " You shall keep My Laws and MY rules, by the pursuit of which a person shall live. I am HaShem" Has a gematria of 4286.  Please now take out your pledge card.  There are the following dollar amounts: 18, 50, 125, 2oo, 500, 1250, and double. If you folded down all of them, their gematria is 4286, the same gematria as "You shall keep My Laws and My rules, by the pursuit of which a person shall live. I am HaShem." If you are able to pledge 4286 that would be most welcome. As you think about your pledge, please think about our community at TBS.  Your donations will go towards RS programming, and making sure our dedicated teachers, our devoted educational director and beloved Rabbi are paid. Your generous donations will help ensure the Yartzeit boards in our sanctuary,  maintain our building, so we can continue our excellent programs, for our babies, our children, our youth and adults, all which include religious, social, educational and spiritual programming. Your generous gift will help inscribe Temple Beth Sholom in the Book of Life by guaranteeing excellent programs and services,  adding strength to our community and to this holy place that has been the source of strength for so many.  I implore you to be as generous as you possibly can as you turn down the tabs on your Kol Nidre pledge card. Please pass your pledge cards to the center, and an usher will come pick them up.

On behalf of the board of directors of TBS, myself and my family I wish you L'Shana Tova, T'kutayvu. May you be inscribed in the book of life
.  

