On Rosh Hashana, we heard two inspiring stories from Heidi Schneider in her introduction of the L’Chaim Campaign.   L’Chaim or “To Life,” is a tapestry of intertwining unique stories of what this congregation means to our members and how the Adath has helped them.

This Yom Kippur, I would like to share a bit of my personal connection to Adath.  I would like to give you a sense of what Adath means to me and why I care so much about this precious place and about you….my congregation.
I grew up at Adath, literally. My earliest memories are from when I was 3 or 4. They are memories of Miss Dolly in the nursery school & her living in the apartment behind the synagogue.  I was a shy child. Miss Dolly was a loving, warm nurturing teacher who helped me feel more at ease in the classroom.
When I was seven years old our family attended a Passover Seder at Rabbi Lipnick’s house. (p)  I swear, the “real” Elijah visited us at that Seder…(p)  only later did I learn that Elijah was one of his older children in a perfect costume. 

I have a lot of pleasant memories of my years at SMP, Adath USY and of course my Bar Mitzvah even though my tutor told me I was tone deaf. Attending SMP Kallot at Lyman Lodge in Excelsior, then at the Retreat Center located in what was then “way out in Minnetonka” (p) (now our current parking lot). I was a SMP staff member through college. 

Renee & I were married at the old Adath with Rabbis Cytron, Kravitz and Cantor Kula over 18 years ago. I have a fond memory of Rabbi Cytron talking about our individual achievements while pouring our two glasses of wine together into one for the Sheva Barachot blessings. 

My children and I watched and walked though this building throughout its construction period which was a fascinating process. (p)  Irene and Scott- Even though we were not wearing hard hats I promise we were careful so as not to hurt ourselves.  

Now our children the 3rd and 4th generations at Adath are integrated into the Adath community with their Brit Milah/ baby naming, attending the Gan, SMP, a recent Bar Mitzvah, USY and a forthcoming Bat Mitzvah which will coincide with our 20th wedding anniversary. 

For me Adath has been and is totally, my Jewish home.

This in a nutshell is my connection to Adath.  I am fortunate to hear touching stories from congregants on a regular basis.  Some of these stories go back to before I was born, some are from members of our congregation who recently joined us.
I would like to invite and encourage each of you to reflect on what Jewish life & the Adath means to you. (p) For many, it means celebrations, lifelong learning, and the support and warmth the clergy and congregation provide at the most important moments in our lives. Adath Jeshurun is our 21st century Jewish neighborhood.

I will admit, some of you might say, Adath has not played anywhere near the role in my life that it has for you, David. To you, (p)  I say, Adath is here for you. Our programming, our clergy, our facility and our congregation are here for you from the beginning of life to the end. At Adath you can find an extensive offering of programs and opportunities to enhance your Jewish experience. These range from baby namings, the Gan infant & preschool program, adult education programming, USY, the Over the Hillside program, daily minyan, creative spiritual services, camp scholarships, social action programming, wedding ceremonies, and the important work of the Chevra Kavod Emet…The Society to honor those who have passed away.
We are deeply committed to enhancing each Jewish life in our Adath Family.   At the same time we are motivated by the principal that all Jews everywhere are responsible for one another. 

To maintain the work of our sacred community, your financial support is needed. Now is the time that I respectfully ask each of you to join me in participating in the L’Chaim Campaign to ensure we remain strong and vibrant. Please fold the appropriate tab or tabs on your ticket to indicate your pledge and enclose in the envelope provided to you today and pass to an usher. If you received a purple note along with your tickets you will be personally contacted in the next few weeks for your gift.

Todah rabah and best wishes for a sweet and healthy New Year!!  G’mar Chatimah Tovah. 

