I have used this column several times over the last year to explain to you the financial straits we find ourselves in at Beth Israel Congregation.  Many people have, for very valid reasons, been forced to reduce their membership pledges and several people have left town.  When we talk to these people, we find out that the problem is not Beth Israel, but rather the economy.  Congregants are loosing jobs, taking pay cuts, loosing investment income.

Possibly because many of our fellow congregants are suffering financially, congregants are calling even more on Beth Israel to meet their religious, spiritual, educational, and Jewish social needs.  If you have the means, I encourage you, as you plan your end of the year finances and tax deductions, to think of the needs of Beth Israel in this difficult economic times.
As I noted this time last year, whether you have discretionary income or even if money is tight, there are many unique Hanukah gifts you can give your loved ones that will honor them year round and help Beth Israel Congregation.
this fall, Beth Israel Congregation will hopefully use our first new Machzor since 1939.  The new Lev Shalem Machzor is a product of the Conservative Movement's Rabbinical Assembly, and the Religious Committee Rabbis and the Board of Directors believe it will add a great deal of meaning to our High Holiday services.  We have an opportunity to purchasing copies of Lev Shalem at half price ($24.20 including shipping) through January.  Think of what a lovely Hanukah present it would be for your family to know that somewhere in the sanctuary this High Holiday season are Machzorim with their names on the donation plate in the front cover.  I plan to give my children this lasting legacy this year.

This year we are widely publicizing the ability of congregants to sponsor our programs.  This Hanukah you can let your loved ones know that a program at Beth Israel is in their honor.  While they enjoy the program, think of the extra pride that they will have knowing the program is given in their name and hearing their name mentioned from the bima or during the program
For any of these “special” gifts of donations in someone’s name, contact the Beth Israel office.  However, if you would like to support Beth Israel and give a more traditional gift this Hanukah, please consider shopping at the Beth Israel Women’s League Gift Shop.  Profits from the gift shop support many Women’s League projects.  The gift shop is open Sunday mornings during religious school and special appointments may be made at other times by contacting Doris Miller, at 662-5926.

Though it does not directly support Beth Israel, another great Hanukah gift is that of tefillin.  Reasonably priced, kosher, tefillin are available on the Web from the Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs at <http://fjmc.org/StoreTefillin.html>.  I hope you will all join Men’s Club on February 7, 2009 for this year’s World Wide Wrap – an opportunity to experience and learn about the mitzvah of laying Tefillin.
There is an old Yiddish proverb, “If charity cost nothing, the world would be full of philanthropists.”  The beauty is that for very little cost, Beth Israel can be full of philanthropists, and I hope it is this year.
Max, Ilana, and Annie join me in wishing you Happy Hanukah.
