[image: image1.png]THE

UNITED
SYNAGOGUE ©F
CONSERVATIVE
§ JUDAISM




Sources for Use in

Rabbinic Installation Services
Here are sources you can use as you plan installation services. While these are primarily for rabbinic installations, they can be adapted for installations of hazzanim as well.
Sources On Being a Rabbi
“The rabbi has to be first and foremost a preacher. To be an effective and useful Jewish preacher, he ought to be a scholar. He must be able to impart to his audience something of the idealism, the religion, the theology, the history, the literature of Jewish life, and to correlate what derives from the past with the needs of the present.” (Rabbi Abraham Feldman, “The Changing functions of the Synagogue and the Rabbi,” Understanding American Judaism)

“The basic concern of the Jew, to which the rabbi should address himself, is the need to relate meaningfully to the universe and human life. The rabbi’s role, presumably, is to serve as model, guide, and interpreter. Filling this role calls for personal sensitivity, for insight, and for grounding in Jewish and general sources.” (Rabbi Irving Greenberg, Conservative Judaism, vol. 23, 1969)

“Unless rabbis address fundamental issues of religious meaning, our congregants will continue to look elsewhere to nourish their spiritual questions. Spiritual mentoring is a starting point from which rabbis can then educate about prayer, observance and tikkun olam. Once an individual has articulated the moments of holiness in life, he or she can understand Judaism as a language of everyday response to these moments. It is then possible to encourage prayer, Shabbat, and kashrut as patterns of life which evoke echoes of the intense moments of God’s presence.” (Rabbi Neil Kurshan, Conservative Judaism, 1997)

“Now what qualifies a person to be a rabbi? What gives him the right, the privilege to represent the word of God to the people of God? If the main purpose of being a rabbi is to bring men closer to their “Father in Heaven,” then one of his supreme tasks is to pray and to teach others how to pray. To be a Jew implies the preeminence of prayer. To be able to inspire people to pray one must love his people, understand their predicaments and be sensitive to the power of exaltation, purification, and sanctification hidden in our Prayer Book. To attain such sensitivity he must commune with the great masters of the past, and learn how to pour his own dreams and anxieties into the well of prayer.” (Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, Moral Grandeur and Spiritual Audacity)

Traditional texts

The mouth of the righteous utters wisdom and his tongue speaks what is right. The teaching of his God is in his heart; his feet do not slip. (Psalms 37:30-31)

The world stands on three principles: study of Torah, prayer, and deeds of lovingkindness. (Pirkei Avot 1:2)

The beginning of wisdom is reverence of the Lord; all who practice it gain sound understanding. Praise of Him is everlasting. (Psalms 111:10)

Hillel said: Be like the disciples of Aaron, loving peace, pursuing peace, loving humanity, and bringing people near to Torah. (Mishnah Avot 1:12)

Responsive Reading 1 – based on giving a gift of a yad
Today we mark the installation of Rabbi ___ as our spiritual leader, our teacher, our guide.

In the day of the Talmud, our tradition set forth this guidance for the generations to come: “provide for yourself a Rabbi – a teacher.”

Rabbi  ___,  on behalf of the congregation, we will present you with this yad

Let the many symbolic meanings of this Torah pointer remind you that we look to you to point the way – as our teacher and our guide to understand Torah and the mitzvot
“You shall teach them diligently to your children.” The future of Judaism rests with us and with our children.
Rabbi _____, we ask that you teach us so that we may learn; that we may be partners in the Jewish education of our children. And to create for our children a future of which we can all be proud.

Our tradition teaches, a person is given three names – one his parents call him, one that his peers call him, and one that he acquires. The one that he acquires for himself is better than all the others.

Rabbi _____, the name that we acquire for ourselves derives from how we treat our fellow congregants in their hour of need. We look to you as our partner and our guide in these acts of derekh eretz – proper treatment of others.
Hillel said, “If I am not for myself, who shall be for me? If I care only for myself, what am I? If not now, when?
Rabbi _____, as a congregation we have a commitment to social action in the community to help others. We look to you as our partner and our guide in this work of tikkun olam – making the world a better place.

Just as the yad creates a bridge from the hand to the Torah, so may your passion, humor and spiritual guidance form a bridge to inspire our congregation to the next level of growth.

Let this yad be a symbolic connection of our history and traditions, our present, and our future. Let us be a community of shared values and deeds.

We are young and old. We are new to the congregation and we have been members for years. We pray together and we play together. We dance at each other’s simchas and console each other at our times of grief. We are a kahal, a community.
Rabbi ____, we look to you to work in partnership with our officers and our board, who are entrusted to maintain the strength and vitality of this congregation.
Let this yad be symbolic of the roles and responsibilities you have to the larger community you serve – among your colleagues, the Conservative movement, and the state of Israel.

Help us, as Conservative Jews, to understand the dynamic nature of Jewish law and the creative dimension of Jewish ritual. Partner with us in support of Israel and the Jewish people throughout the world.

[congregation name] provides for us in so many different ways! For some, it is a place for study, prayer, and for spiritual growth. Others delight in discovering an ever expanding network of social connections. Many find that [congregation name] becomes a second home in which to raise children. We come to pray, to sing, to work, to learn, to give and to love. For all of us, this is our place of connection: to God, to our tradition, to the community to the Jewish people, and to each other.

As we grow together, we will connect with you, our Rabbi. We will study with you, learn from you and be guided by you. We will share both our deepest sorrows and our greatest joys. You will help us name our children,  bury our dead, and you will provide an anchor for us as we face life’s triumphs and tragedies.

Let this yad be a symbol of our new shared history. As God made a covenant with Abraham, may our covenant with you be characterized by mutual respect, kindness and generosity. Rabbi ___, we welcome you and your family to [congregation name].

Rabbi ___, we welcome you to  [congregation name] - A house of prayer, of study, of meeting and of peace. Amen.

 Responsive Reading Option 2 – similar, no gift given
We gather here today to mark the installation of Rabbi ___ as our spiritual leader, our teacher, our guide.
In the days of the Talmud, our tradition set forth this guidance for the generations to come: Asei l’leha rav, “Provide for yourself a Rabbi – a teacher.”

Rabbi Halafta ben Dosa said, “When ten people sit together and occupy themselves with the Torah, the Shekhinah – God’s holy presence abides among them, as it is said, “God stands in the godly congregation.”
Rabbi, we ask that you teach us Torah so that we may experience God’s holy presence in our midst.

“You shall teach them diligently to your children.” The future of Judaism rests with us and with our children.

Rabbi, we ask that we may be partners in the Jewish education of our children, and that you help us to create for our children a future of which we can all be proud.

Hillel said, “If I am not for myself, who shall be for me? If I care only for myself, what am I? If not now, when?”

Rabbi, as a congregation we have a commitment to social action in our community to help others. We look to you as our partner and our guide in the work of Tikkun Olam –  making the world a better place.

Our tradition teaches that a person is given three names: parents give one, peers give one, and one that he or she acquires. The name that one acquires for one’s self is better than all the others.

Rabbi, the name that we acquire for ourselves derives from how we treat our fellow congregants in their hour of need.  We look to you as our partner and our guide in these acts of Derekh Eretz – “proper treatment of others.”
Rabbi Chananya ben Akashya said, The Holy Blessed God wished to confer merit upon Israel; therefore, God gave them Torah and mitzvot in abundance. As it is said, “God desired, for the sake of Israel’s righteousness, that the Torah be made great and glorious.”

Rabbi, we look to you as our teacher and guide to understanding Torah and the mitzvot. As Conservative Jews, help us to understand the dynamic nature of Jewish law and the creative dimension of Jewish ritual.

At 13, our children become Jewish adults. Our youth groups provide a place for them to grow as Conservative Jews and to connect with other young Jews from near and far.

Rabbi, we ask you to be a guide and teacher to  our youth, to become an important and unique friend to our children, and a special person in their lives.

We are young and old. We are new to the congregation and we are long-standing members. We pray together and we play together. We dance at each others’ simchas and console each other at our times of grief. We are a kehillah, a community.

Rabbi we look to you to work in partnership with our leaders, who are entrusted to maintain the strength and vitality of this congregation.

[Congregation Name] provides for so many of us in such different ways! For some, it is a place for study, prayer, and for spiritual growth. Others delight in discovering an ever-expanding network of social connections. Many find that [Congregation Name] becomes a second home in which we raise our children. We come to sing, to work, to give, and to love. For all of us, this is our place of connection: to God, to our tradition, to the community of the Jewish people, and to each other.

We will also connect deeply with you, our Rabbi. We will study with you, learn from you, and be guided by you. With you, we will share our deepest sorrows and our greatest joys. You will help us name our children and bury our dead, and you will provide an anchor for us as we face life’s triumphs and tragedies.

May our connection with you be characterized by mutual respect, kindness and generosity.

Today marks the official beginning of our relationship. May we and you, Rabbi, become a blessing to each other. 
And let us say, Amen.

Responsive Reading - 3
Congregation:  In Pirkei Avot, we learn, “Aseh lecha Rav, chose a teacher.” Today, as we come together as a congregation, we fulfill this statement for ourselves and for the future generations of our synagogue.

Rabbi _____: I accept this role as your teacher. At the same time accept you as my teachers. As your rabbi, I will respect you, have patience with you, and encourage you to grow.

Congregation: We will also respect you, Rabbi ___.  We will have patience with you, we will be open to your ideas, and we will encourage you to promote your own growth as well as our own.

Rabbi ___:  The Talmud, teaches “Talmud Torah k’neged kulern”: the study of Torah is the most important Jewish value, for it can lead to the performance of all other mitzvot (commandments). As your rabbi, I intend to dedicate myself to the study and teaching of Torah. I will focus on our congregation adopting the performance of mitzvot  such as,  
iyun tefillah,  engaging in the meaning of prayer

hachnasset orchim, (hospitality to guests

bikkur cholim, visiting the sick

nichum avelim, comforting mourners

gemilut chassadim,(deeds of loving kindness. 
I look forward to living a life dedicated to mitzvot with you, sharing in each other’s lifecycle events, and celebrating Shabbat and the holidays together as a community. By fulfilling our obligations to each other and to God with love and with joy, we can bring additional holiness into the world and into our lives. I look forward to being part of this sacred community for years to come.

Congregation: We look forward to your guidance and participation in our lives. We welcome you into our community to be our rabbi and the rabbi of our children. “Aseh lecha rav. U-k’neh lecha chaver. Chose a teach and make that teacher your friend.” Rabbi _____, you are our teacher and our friend.
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