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Program Information

Program Description: 

This annual event has become a Passover tradition at UD! This event is held during Passover (when there are already a lot more people attending Hillel where the event is held).  We recruit different people (students, faculty, staff, etc.) to cook and judge the matzah balls.  This year our chef’s included the KOACH intern, 2 Hillel professionals, a frat boy, and one of Hillel’s cutest couples.  Judges were the Dean of the business school, the AEPi president, a sorority president (and first time matzah ball eater) and the child of one of the professors.  We provided all the ingredients and soup and the participants created their own unique matzah balls.  Over the years we have had mushroom matzah balls, banana matzah balls, parsley matzah balls, and many variations on the traditional.  The judges are given a set of criteria to judge on and they choose the best matzah ball.  While judging takes place, everyone gets to try all the different matzah balls.  While people were eating, we gave a presentation about Passover and explained what matzah balls were!  At the end, the winner was announced and a certificate of excellence was awarded!
Program Goals:

The goals of this program were to have a fun and educational program for Passover that would involve many different groups of people on campus.
Target Population:

This program was geared towards a wide variety of people.  We wanted to get the conservative Jewish population involved, but also any other Jews on campus.  We also included non-Jews in this program and used it as an opportunity to teach them about Passover.
Frequency of program:
Annual program done once a year during Passover
Number of students who participated in program:

100 students attended
Planning process:

The planning process involved reserving a date during Passover to have the event (which needed to be done far in advance since there is often a lot of Hillel programming that week.)  We needed to find judges and chefs for the event and make a shopping list of special ingredients.  Publicity was done all over campus and throughout the greek system.  We had to take care of getting greek diversity points approved for this event.  We then needed to set up the room and arrange times for everyone to do their cooking.
Supplies:

We provided all the supplies for the participants but we required them to submit to us a list of special ingredients they needed for their matzah balls.  We had matzah meal, eggs, chicken soup mix, and any other ingredients people needed.  We also had all the cooking utensils needed.  We had bowls and spoons for tasting as well.
Budget:
This event cost about $50 for everything since our Hillel was nice enough to provide us with the eggs, matzah meal, soup mix, utensils, bowls and spoons.
Publicity: 

Flyers around campus, targeted emails, palm-cards (passed out the day before and day of the event around campus, and at all meals and Seders), announcements during both Seders and at all Passover meals, flyers in the Greek houses (advertising CAP points—points Greeks get for attending), Online Hillel Calendar, online University calendar, and on mailings
Program Follow up

Suggestions for someone who plans a similar program:

While there are very few changes that I would make to this program, I would have a prize as an incentive for cooking.  I think offering a prize may help get people more interested in cooking for this event.  I would also try and set up specific times for people to cook so there aren’t 10 people trying to cook their matzah balls all at once immediately before this event. Other than that I would not change a thing!

How did program impact students:

This program had a huge positive impact on both the Conservative Jewish community and the non-Jewish community alike.  In addition to having all of our “regulars” in attendance, we had many Conservative Jews come out of the woodwork for this event, who then showed interest in getting involved with KOACH.  In addition, we had a large turn-out of non-Jewish students who had a great experience learning about Passover, matzah balls, and Conservative Judaism.  It was a great program to get KOACH’s name out on campus while also having a uniquely Jewish experience.

