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Thc Fo”owing materials have been created bg KOACT“{ for the enhancement oggour
on-campus Programming. Theg are designec{ to be adjustable based on your interests
and the available time. This Packet contains: a copy reac{g text shec’c, Eackgrounc{
materials and a facilitator guide. T he background materials and facilitator guide will
helP you build conversations around the text and create connections between the text
and contemporary life.

Questions? Send them to: estrin@uscj,org.
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And You Shall Be Holy

\/ayikra 19:1-2
Anc{ the Lord sPoke to Moshe saging,

Speak to all the congregation of the children

of Yisra’el, and say to them) You shall be holg:

For] the Lorcl your C]ocl am }1013‘

Breishit 1:27
And (God created the man in [is image,
in the image of Gocl(s) he created l’lim,

ma]e and Female he created ‘chem.

Firkei Avot 3:14

[Rabbi/\kiva] used to say: Manis
beloved, for we were created in [(God’s)
image. Sill greaterwas the love shown us
when he made known to us that we were
created in [Cjoc{’s] image as it is written
(Byreishit 9:6), |n the image of (God(s)
He made the human.
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Birkhot [1a Shahar~ Siddur Sim Shalom pg 10

Fraised are You, Lorcl our (3od, King of the Universe

who enables [is creatures to distinguish
between night and day.

who made me in [is image.

who made me a _Jew.

who made me free.

who gives sight to the blind.

who clothes the naked.

who releases the bound.

who raises the downtrodden

who creates the heavens and the earth.
who provides for all my needs.

WI’IO gUfCICS us on our Patl’T

who strengthens the People lsrael with courage.

who crowns the PCOP]C ]srael with g!org‘

who restores vigor to the weary.

Divrei SEa’arei Chaim (on \/ayikra 19:2)
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Rabbi Chaim SOFCF comments that “to be holg”‘.. means “not mere]y in the Privacg omcgour own home

and ashamed oFyourFaith in Pub]ic. Be not, as the assimilationists put it, A Jew at home and a man

outside.’ be }7019 ‘in the Communitg,’ in Public, out in the open, n societg. Amongyour own PeoPle or

in the midst of strangers, wherevergou may find Hourselxc, never be ashamed ogyour character and

sanctity as a Jew.
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And You Shall Be Holy
Facilitator (Guide

(etting Started

You might open your conversation by asking the students what theg think about the concept of being
ho!y‘ Does it mean Phgsica”g, mora”g, sPirituauy? Avre there resPonsibilities that come with being
holg?

Section One - \/agikraJ B’reishit & Pirkei Avot

As a ]arge group, read through and discuss the quote from Vagikra‘ What does it mean that we are
}1015 because God is holg? How does that work? USC this as a }Dridge to the concePt that Perhaps we
are holg (in whole orin Part) because we are made in the image of God or, when we are Gocuii(e in

our lives.

[ave the students work in hevru’ca (Pairs> or small groups to read and discuss the B’reishit and Firkei
Avot texts. What does it mean that we were created in (od’s image? Whg, accorcling to Kabbi
Aiciva, does it make man beloved? What difference does it make that we know we were created in
God’s image?

Retum to the ]arge group and discuss. What do theg make out of these two Pieces of text? Whg is it
imPor‘cant that we are made in (od’s image?

Notes on b’reishit 1:24 —~ you might want to discuss that betzelem elohim (in the image of (Gods) is
P!ural (the angcls as well?) as well as noticing that both bara oto (he created him) and bara otam (hc
created them) are used. One Midrash states that Gocl first created Adam (the first human;
earthling) with the characteristics of both men and women, bara oto, and them later sP]it Aclam intwo

two halves — man and woman, bara otam.

Notes on Firkei Avot —~ The Par‘cia[ quote, from B’reishit 9:6,1s in the context of God’s commands to
Noah after the flood.
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Section | wo - Biruﬂot rlaSEabar

Have the students return to hevruta or small groups to read and discuss these brakhot. What does
each of them mean? Are they to be read ]itera”g or can one read them Figurative]g as well? What might

theg meanin a Figurative sense?

Return to the ]arge group and discuss. Wl’\at does it mean that God has done these things’? How can
these be read Figurativeb?

]ntrocluce and discuss the idea that these are things we are recognizing that Gocl does forus but
most of them are also things that we can do for others. What are concrete and abstract ways that we
can, in the image of Gocl, PerForm cach of these tasks? (Give sight to the blind: literal - raise a guide
clog, raise money for braille books; Figurative - help someone see something about themselves, the
wor]c{, etc. that theg have been unable to see, l’lelp someone understand a difficult concePt. Kestores
vigor: literal — Provicle Foocl; Figurative - he!P someone through a hard time). [How does Per‘Forming
these tasks make us more Gocuiice?

Conc]uding Discussion
Below are some Possib]e questions to wrap things up.
]F we are made in God’s image what does that imP19 about how we should treat ourselves and
others? How do we put that into action?
What if someone is not “Per‘Fect”? ]s that still in God’s image?
]F this series of morning brahot are guide!ines for how we can act more like Gocl, how can ’cheg

be incorporated into co”ege life?

Divre SHa’are Chaim~ read the quote together & discuss the added digicu]’cg of being ‘made in the
image of Gocl’ in Pub]ic.
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