
A TORAH OF JUSTICE – A VIEW FROM THE LEFT? – TEXT 2

BABYLONIAN TALMUD BAVA BATRA 8A
R Assi said that R Yohanan said: Everybody must [contribute] to the city walls, even orphans – but not rabbis, 
because they do not need guarding.  Rav Papa said: even orphans must contribute to the walls, the mounted guard,
and the armory – but not rabbis, because they do not need guarding.  The general principle here is that anyone who
derives benefit from something – even orphans – [should contribute].  

Raba once asked the orphans of the house of Bar Merion for a contribution to charity.  Abaye said to him, “Didn’t 
Rav Shmuel ben Yehudah say that you don’t ask orphans for charity contributions even if it is for the redeeming of
captives?”  Raba answered: “I am doing it so that people think well of them.”

• According to this passage, what is the status of orphans?
• Why do you think the Talmud would say that rabbis do not require protection?
• Do you agree with the general principle stated in the middle of the passage?
• Can a wider principle of civic responsibility be learned from this text?  What is it?
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A TORAH OF JUSTICE – A VIEW FROM THE LEFT? – TEXT 3

BABYLONIAN TALMUD BAVA BATRA 8B
Our rabbis taught: the charity fund must be collected by two people and distributed by three.  It is collected by two
people, because any job which confers authority over the public should not be done by less than two.  It [the fund]
should be distributed by three, by analogy with civil cases.1

The [food for the] soup kitchen is collected by three people and distributed by three, because it is collected and 
distributed on the same day.  The soup kitchen operates every day; the fund is distributed every Friday night.  The
soup kitchen is for anyone who comes to it; the fund is for the poor of that [particular] city.  

The citizens of that city are entitled to turn the fund into monies for the soup kitchen, and the food for the soup
kitchen into money for the fund, and to apply them for whatever they choose to do.

• What are the differences between the fund and the soup kitchen?
• Why are those differences important?
• What is the significance of the final sentence of this passage?
• Can a wider principle of civic responsibility be learned from this text?  What is it?
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1 The general rule is that a civil case is to be decided by three judges.  

4329-ZIG-Walking with Justice:4329-ZIG-Walking with Justice  5/23/08  9:56 AM  Page 58




